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www.brisbanehypnosisclinic.com.au/alcohol

New Farm Hypnotherapy
with over 25 years experience

ARE YOU DRINKING TOO MUCH?

CALL  US TODAY ON 3254 1373

If you are concerned about how much or how often 
you drink, if things seem out of control, we can help. 
Using proven hypnotherapy techniques this unique 
program will make you feel healthier, fitter, better 
about yourself and you’ll be in control again.

Call us today on 0418 159 736  www.communicationinaction.net

COMMUNICATION IN ACTION 
SPEECH & COMMUNICATION CLASSES FOR STUDENTS IN YEARS 1 - 12

A confidence - building, results-focussed, 
positive learning experience. 

public speaking     eisteddfods     AMEB Exams     

musical theatre     acting3254 4965PH .

PO  BOX 2551
New Fa r m Q,  4 0 0 5

A LOCAL MAGAZINE FOR NEW FARM, TENERIFFE, NEWSTEAD, FORTITUDE 
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Have your say email us at editorial@myvillagenews.com.au

E-scooter clampdown overdue
The recent police crackdown on 
e-scooter riders flouting traffic laws 
– while welcome – is long overdue.

Should the QPS assign a few 
officers to make regular enforcement 
checks on the New Farm Riverwalk 
they would reap a rich harvest of 
blatant violators weaving their 
way through pedestrians.

Given that the speed limit has 
now been set at 12km/h, rental 
companies should be forced to 
modify the scooters so that they 
are not able to exceed this speed.

Police are also urging owners of 
e-scooters and bicycles to record their 
serial numbers on the police database 
or fit a small GPS tracking device.

I am told that theft of e-scooters 
and bicycles has soared by 500 per 
cent in the neighbourhood in the past 
12 months, many of them taken from 
what were thought to be secured areas.

com
m

ent MIKE O’CONNOR
mikeatunison@icloud.com

“Ecstatic” BAC raves 
over f lights
Locals whose quality of life has 
been trashed by the opening of 
Brisbane Airport Corporation’s 
second runway will be heartened by 
a press release from the corporation 
declaring that it is “ecstatic” at the 
announcement that international 
borders will reopen to fully 
vaccinated travellers and tourists.

“After a challenging 24 months, 
BAC is more than ready to move 
forward with its partners to 
rebuild tourism across the state 
and reconnect Queensland 
to the world,” it said.

Isn’t that lovely? Ecstatic!
Ecstatic is defined as feeling 

or expressing overwhelming 
happiness or joyful excitement, 
not emotions likely to be felt by 
residents as international flights 
ramp up at the curfew-free airport.

Fare go for bus terminal
It is time that the Brisbane City 
Council started work on establishing 
a dedicated bus terminal at Teneriffe.

The current situation at the 
Teneriffe Ferry Terminal – which can 
only accommodate two “banana” 
buses – has become unsustainable, 
with buses unable to access it 

parked on side streets or at newly-
created bus stops on Skyring Tce.

The demand for public transport is 
set to increase sharply as more and 
more apartments are completed. 
Given that there will be no shortage 
of funds for glamour Olympic-related 
projects in coming years, how about 
funding a project that will actually be 
of ongoing benefit for ratepayers?

I can guarantee the money would 
be better spent than that paid to 
send three council representatives 
to China as observers at the recent 
Games. Did I miss something or is 
Brisbane now hosting the Winter as 
well as the Summer Olympics? A ski 
run down Mt Coot-tha, perhaps.

Non-EV drivers under pressure
Pressure is mounting on the 
body corporate committees of 
apartment blocks to cater for the 
owners of electric vehicles who 
want their own charging stations.

The committee of one block 
recently sought a quote and was 
told that the cost of rewiring the 
building to accommodate EV owners 
would be at least $200,000.

Should non-EV owners have to 

subsidise those who chose to go down 
the EV path? Not for my money.

Mayor wrong over  
Dockside lease
The Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines (DERM) 
is to be congratulated for finally 
enforcing the conditions of the 
marina seabed lease at Dockside, at 
Kangaroo Point, which does not allow 
commercial operators to tie up.

These conditions have been 
ignored by a number of commercial 
operators with a negative impact 
on marina apartment dwellers.

Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner, 
inexplicably, has taken the side 
of the commercial operators and 
accused the DERM process as 
“bureaucracy gone bonkers”.

Hardly. 
The department is enforcing 

the legal conditions of the lease. 
What is the point of a lease having 
conditions if they can be ignored 
by anyone chasing a dollar?

If the Lord Mayor lived in an 
apartment at Dockside, he might 
be singing a different tune.

mailto:editorial%40myvillagenews.com.au?subject=
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https://www.instagram.com/myvillagenewsbris/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/myvillagenewsbris/
mailto:editorial%40myvillagenews.com.au?subject=
mailto:mikeatunison@icloud.com


4

V news

M Y V I L L AG E  N EWS | PENINSUL A

The proposal to flatten one of 
Brisbane’s oldest parks for an 
Olympics track has provoked 
anger and disbelief in a close-knit 
Kangaroo Point community.

The State Government has 
earmarked Raymond Park for 
a 400m outdoor athletics track 
for the 2032 Olympic Games.

Friends of Raymond Park (FORP) 
campaigners said the race is now 
on to save the 109-year-old park, 
on Wellington Rd and Baines 
streets, from devastation.

They said century-old fig trees will 
be axed, houses will be resumed and 
a dog park, soccer pitch, playground 
and community garden will be 
destroyed to accommodate the track.

“There is absolutely no way 
the facility can be built without 
resumption of homes,” FORP co-
founder Melissa Occhipinti said.

“Locals have not been consulted 
about this project. We have asked 
the State Government to see 
plans showing how the track will 
fit in the park and at what cost, 
but we have been ignored. 

Locals fighting plan to bulldoze park for Olympics
By Rob Mellett 

“Our questions have 
fallen on deaf ears.”

Athletics regulations mandate 
track measurements should be a 
minimum 167m long x 85m wide 
and have no fewer than six lanes. 
It would feature facilities for a 

high jump, plus a throwing field 
for hammer, discus, javelin and 
at least two shot-put spaces.

An additional 250sq m would 
be needed for toilets, change-
rooms, lighting, parking, a 
public address system and a 
grandstand for spectators.

“Raymond Park accounts 
for half of the available green 
space at Kangaroo Point; how 
long are we expected to lose 
it for?” Ms Occhipinti said.

A spokesperson for Steven Miles, 
Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government 
and Planning, said the park was 
considered the “ideal location 
for the track, based on its scale 
and proximity to the Gabba”.

“The proposed, temporary 
warmup facilities at Raymond Park 
would be removed immediately 
following the Games and the 
park will be restored back to the 
community,” the spokesperson said.

He said residents would be 
kept informed and “any short-
term impacts minimised”.

The State Government said 
it is still too early to say what 
impacts the park would suffer, but 
Ms Occhipinti said campaigners 

Campaign group graphic showing how the track would look in the park. Source: Track And Field 
Facilities Manual 2019 edition - www.worldathletics.org.

FORP campaigners Melissa Occhipinti, Cass 
Gaisford and dog Milan.

were informed by letter late last 
year that Olympics architectural 
firm Populous had already carried 
out studies of the effects of the 
Olympic Games track upon the site.

FORP co-founder Cass Gaisford 
said residents remain sceptical about 
the park’s return to green space.

“We are being told this is 
‘temporary’ but, really, how do 
you build a temporary Olympic-
grade track involving all that cost 
and time for it all to be pulled 
down again?” Ms Gaisford said.

“What will be destroyed 
cannot be returned, things like 
the character-listed homes 
and the century-old trees.”

FORP campaigners believe a 
better option for the warmup 
track would be to build it at 
Coorparoo Secondary College. 

To make your views known, you 
can email MP Terri Butler at terri.
butler.MP@aph.gov.au, MP Stirling 
Hinchliffe at tourism@ministerial.qld.
gov.au, or MP Steven Miles at deputy.
premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au

Go to facebook.com/
groups/4320746281307337/ or you 
can sign the Friends of Raymond 
Park petition at chng.it/4jpFYh2zv9

Please keep letters to 150 words or less. We reserve  
the right to edit all letters. Supply your name and suburb.

Have your say   
Email us at editorial@myvillagenews.com.au  
OR scan this QR Code.
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Don’t be alarmed if in the dead of 
night next month you eye ghostly 
processions of stationery, lollies and 
assorted shop furniture being marched 
across Merthyr Rd at New Farm.

That’s because loyal Merthyr 
Road News customers offered 
to roll up their sleeves to give 
newsagent Bob Spence a helping 
hand when his store relocates 40 
metres away, at the former Hair 
Moda site, at 893 Brunswick St.

The move tops off three years 
of uncertainty for Mr Spence, his 
wife, and staff Olivia and Michelle, 
after the block was sold off.

“Our customers have really looked 
after us over the years,” Mr Spence said.

“It makes me feel pretty proud some 
of them volunteered to help us move.

“I love New Farm and the place it is: 
the fact people at the top and bottom 
ends of the scale co-exist in harmony. 
We’ve made a lot of good friends here.”

Sales of the Lotto, go card top-ups 
and courier parcel drops keep the cash 

Newsagent making all the 
right moves
By Rob Mellett 

till ringing nowadays, Mr Spence, who 
bought the store nine years ago, said.

“Greetings cards and magazines 
are becoming a thing of the past and 
that will be reflected in our new shop, 
which will be smaller,” Mr Spence said. 

“We’re thinking about installing a 
$2 coffee machine for those on the 
go, nothing too flash. We don’t want 
to take business off anyone else.”

He reckons the nearby bus stop 
and more walk-in traffic near Dicki’s 
cafe will give his business a boost.

“I’m really looking forward 
to the change of locations 
now,” Mr Spence said. 

“This will be good for all of us.”
Mr Spence started his career 

in the newspaper world back 
in 1969, working as production 
staff on The Courier-Mail.

Scan this QR Code or email us at  
editorial@myvillagenews.com.au 

Have 
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Almost 200 New Farm families have 
appealed to State Transport Minister 
Mark Bailey to bring forward a 
feasibility study into the provision 
of a school bus service to schools 
in the Gregory Terrace precinct.

The families, representing 297 
students, approached the minister 
last year to approve a bus service 
between New Farm and the campuses 
at Brisbane Grammar School, 
Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School, 
St Joseph’s College at Gregory 
Terrace and Fortitude Valley State 
Secondary College. Principals from 
BGS, BGGS and St Joseph’s supported 
the proposal as did Central Ward 
Councillor Vicki Howard.

Parents said there were no direct 
public transport links between New 
Farm and the schools and that a 

No promises on school bus
By Mike O’Connor 

dedicated bus service would provide 
safer travel and reduce congestion.

Mr Bailey said the priority for 
school service funding was to enable 
students to travel to their catchment 
state school. However, the catchment 
state high school for years 10-12 
at New Farm is Kelvin Grove State 
College and for years 7-9 the FVSSC. 

Parents claim as there is no direct 
bus service between New Farm and 
these schools, these students would 
benefit from a dedicated bus service.

New Farm mum Nicole Cronk 
said local MP and Minister for 
Education Grace Grace had 
agreed to meet with her to discuss 
survey data and to raise the 
matter with Mr Bailey’s office.

Mr Bailey said Translink will not 
investigate the viability of any such 
service until the beginning of Term 3 
this year.

Please keep letters to 150 words or less. We reserve  
the right to edit all letters. Supply your name and suburb.
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Email us at editorial@myvillagenews.com.au  
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Labor councillors want an 
independent inquiry into the initial 
draft plan for the Mowbray Park 
Vision, saying two plans exist but 
only the one showing the demolition 
of the East Brisbane Bowls Club 
was released to the public.

At a recent council meeting, 
Council Opposition Leader Jared 
Cassidy demanded Lord Mayor Adrian 
Schrinner find out who issued “a 
directive to alter the Mowbray Park 
Vision against community wishes”.

“Lord Mayor, can you please now 
inform residents: who gave that 
initial directive to change the plans 
to exclude the upgrade of the East 
Brisbane Bowls Club and demolish 
it instead, against community 
feedback?” Cr Cassidy said.

Cr Schrinner said Cr Cassidy’s 
statement was “loaded with 
inaccuracies”, and that he was “not 
aware of any directives given”.

“The way Labor has approached 
this is just extraordinary, they’ve 
run a campaign to save the bowlo, 
a bowlo that has not been a bowlo 

Inquiry called for into bowlo demolition 
By Rob Mellett 

for over a decade, there is no 
bowlo,” Cr Schrinner said.

“Then they run a campaign to 
save Backbone; we’ve provided 
a new facility for Backbone.”

East Brisbane Bowls Club had 
been home to arts hub Backbone, 
which will now move to a site 
at Seven Hills, 4km away.

Morningside Councillor Kara Cook 
said councillors had also recently been 

made aware of an email conversation 
between two council officers, which 
she said reads: “I have had some 
further advice regarding the scope 
of what we can show in the plan. 

“Remove reference to the new 
community facility from plan 
and include demolition of bowls 
club building supported.”

Cr Cook led a Motion calling for 
the mayor to launch an inquiry into 

the creation of the Mowbray Park 
Vision and to uncover the 

source of the directive 
to remove references 

about upgrading East 
Brisbane Bowls Club.

“You’ve admitted 
you don’t know about 

any directives so will 
you now conduct an 

independent investigation 
into the creation of the 

Mowbray Park Vision, including 
who blatantly ignored community 
feedback and, in the meantime, halt 
plans to demolish this facility until 
the truth is revealed,” Cr Cook said.

A Right to Information request by 
ABC Radio Brisbane last year revealed 
the majority of respondents of a 
survey said they wanted the bowls club 
upgraded as a community facility.

ABOVE: The East Brisbane Bowls Club bar.  RIGHT: Morningside Councillor Kara Cook.
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editorial@myvillagenews.com.au 
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Exceptional luxury car service for 
European vehicles from the best 

technicians using the latest technology.

Personalised service from an experienced 
team who have worked exclusively with 

European vehicles for almost 3 decades.

 Built by word of mouth and praised from 
more than 4000 faithful customers.

Book your service today.

3262 2422
36 Collingwood St, Albion  |  cometautomotive.com.au

EST. 1993

COMET AUTOMOTIVE  
Your Dealership Alternative

Developer Bolton Clarke is pushing 
ahead with plans to construct a five-
storey building with a height of more 
than 20m in Sargent St, New Farm.
The Brisbane City Council has said that 
the proposed development (pictured) 
fails to comply with a number of 
guidelines including the height and 
scale of the proposal, its proposed 
setback and the traditional building 
character design overlay code.

The council has also said that 
the removal of a pre-1946 house 
on the site would adversely 
impact adjoining properties 
and the overall streetscape.

Nearby property owner David 
Oliver said local residents had 
attended a number of meetings and 
made it clear to Bolton Clarke that 
they opposed the height and bulk 
of the development, given the limit 
in the area of three storeys with 
a height of no more than 9.5m.

Mr Oliver said that it was obvious 
that the company had decided to 
wilfully ignore the concerns of the 
Brisbane City Council and the local 
community and were now seeking 

Developer ignores locals’ height concerns
By Mike O’Connor 

council approval to proceed.
Local resident and former 

lord mayor Jim Soorley has said 
the development would create a 
building of from five to six storeys 
with a 48m frontage in a street 
that was predominately made up 
of traditional Queenslanders.

“The New Farm Neighbourhood 
Local Plan is very clear about the 
desired outcomes of developments 
in areas designated as low-medium 
density living precincts and it is 

So many good things come in 
pairs but New Farm couple Sarah 
Cantle and Ivo Kornel say the 
sheer joy of newborn identical 
twins is pretty hard to beat.

Sarah and Ivo welcomed Olive 
(2.7kg) and Sunny (2.2kg) 
at the Greenslopes Private 
Hospital in February.

Having described fatherhood 
as “his best job yet”, SixtyFour 
Property director Ivo works 
alongside Sarah at the real estate 
company he founded back in 2015.

My Village News, on behalf 
of the community, sends warm 
congratulations to the family.  

Twins joy for 
Ivo and Sarah

certainly not five to six storeys.”
“The maximum height allowed is 

three storeys and to a height of 9.5m. 
“Bolton Clarke are trying 

to build to nearly 25m. 
“Residents in the area have 

purchased and invested in their 
properties relying on the information 
in these neighbourhood plans and 
this proposal makes a mockery of 
council planning requirements. 

“If this goes through it will open 
the flood gates to developers 
and everyone can kiss their 
backyards goodbye,” he said.

Residents wanting to lodge an 
objection and reserve their right 
to appeal any decision have only 
until February 28 to do so.

If this development has concerns 
for you, contact Cr Howard at 
Central.Ward@bcc.qld.gov.au
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Roaming dogs 
clampdown needed
Well done to the council for 
providing terrific off-leash areas 
for dogs in Central Ward.

Regrettably, though, some 
owners insist on having their dog 
unrestrained in areas clearly designated 
as requiring to be on a leash.

This creates safety and 
amenity issues for others, and the 
council needs to take action.

Sally Pitkin

Bill aims to quell noise
Thank you for advocating 
for our communities.

Over the past 12-18 months, My 
Village News has been such strong 
supporters of holding Brisbane 
Airport and the government 
accountable for their actions – or 
inactions – in some instances.

While the small wins we had 
as a result of Deputy Prime 
Minister Barnaby Joyce’s inquiry 
were good, they do not go far 
enough in addressing the actual 
concerns of residents, nor the 
root causes of this issue. 

There is still no commitment to 
a curfew and no commitment to 
regulating aircraft noise. These 
solutions are what the community 
wants and politicians need to 
remember they work for us, 
not their corporate donors.

The Greens, and myself as our 
candidate for the seat of Brisbane, 
have been working closely with the 

to the
LETTERS

EDITOR

Aircraft noise not a problem
Reading so many complaints 
about how aircraft noise is a 
health hazard is nonsense.

I have been a New Farm resident 
since the ’70s; lucky these people 
didn’t live here then, when 747s 
flew overhead on their way to 
the original Eagle Farm airport.

The noise is not much worse 

pre-new runway opening.
Modern aircraft are so 

quiet, the winds dictate 
the direction, plus they 

can all take off over the bay.
I guess these same people 

would complain if they had to 
drive two hours to catch a flight.

Peter Kelly, New Farm

Please keep letters to 150 words or less. We reserve  
the right to edit all letters. Supply your name and suburb.

Have your say  
email us at editorial@myvillagenews.com.au  
OR scan this QR Code.

Plane solution should be easy
Once upon a time at New 
Farm, a plane in the sky was an 
exciting visual distraction. 

It would catch your eye and 
you could say to your child, 
partner or friend: “Where do 
you think that plane is going?” 

The talk might be the start 
of an imaginary journey or 
a tale of past travels.

Now a plane flying overhead 
immediately stifles conversation; it 
flies directly into the conversation, 
stopping it in its tracks.

The conversation that follows is 
not whimsical and fun, it is almost 
always about incessant disruption 
to life caused by the planes’ noise. 

Sadly, and worse, a new pattern in 
conversation behaviour is happening. 

Many local people, at the sound 
of a plane, are just stopping their 
conversations dead in their tracks 
and then recommencing once the 
ability to clearly be heard resumes. 

I’m a realist. I accept that planes 
are something modern-day life 
wants and I want them too. 

I also accept that if they don’t 
fly over New Farm then they 
will fly over someone else and 
then they will have this issue. 

But I do think there must be a 
more reasonable option; either 
a change of direction from the 
bay or a sharing of the load. 

Surely other parts of the world have 
dealt with this issue and developed 
a more reasonable solution. 

Haesley Cush, New Farm

Brisbane Flight Path Community 
Alliance (BFPCA) to put together 
a private members bill with 
Greens leader Adam Bandt.

It was tabled on February 14 and 
will seek to introduce a curfew and 
a cap on daily flight movements. 

Together, we can create 
positive change.

Stephen Bates, Greens candidate  
for Brisbane

Keeping us in the loop
That is fantastic news regarding 
the extended weekday hours and 
new weekend hours for the loop.

Well done to Councillor Vicki 
Howard and the team.

We were like a stranded 
suburb up here, with no public 
transport at all on weekends. 

I took the loop down to the 
city and back last weekend and it 
was well patronised.

K. Bucknor, Spring Hill

Noise puts pollies at peril 
The 20 Australian Noise Exposure 
Forecast (ANEF) used by state 
governments and council for land 
development around airports came 
about in the ’80s when the-then 
federal government commissioned 
a noise measurement and attitude 
to noise survey of people living 
around five Australian airports.

Basically, this survey found that 
below 20 ANEF only about 20 per cent 
of residents surveyed were annoyed or 
highly annoyed.

It became a political risk by 
government at the time to enshrine 
20 ANEF into legislation for property 
development around airports as an 
acceptable noise level. 

It was basically a measure of how 
many annoyed voters there were, and 
would government lose office?

The average daily (take-off and 
landing) operations at that time was 
277 (Sydney) and 208 (Melbourne).

Brisbane airport was estimated at 
about 120. It seemed an acceptable 
political risk at the time. 

However, 40 years on, the story is 
very different as urban development 
has spread the city’s footprint and 
city densification has significantly 
increased.

Flight numbers have also increased: 
in the 1st quarter 2020; the number 
of flight movements at Brisbane were 
about 480 a day and BAC has predicted 
the number of movements in 2028-
29 to be 1000 flights a day, or a flight 
about every 1.5 minutes.

People are also more aware now of 
noise impacts on health and wellbeing.

I suspect the political risk for 
federal, state governments and 
council is much higher today than it 
was in the ’80s.

A clear message needs to be sent to 
all levels of government and council.

G. Palmer, New Farm

Feeling conned over airport 
I am not a natural joiner of groups 
and was slow to involve myself with 
Brisbane Flight Path Community 
Alliance (BFPCA) but every noisy 
aeroplane grinds away the inertia 
like sandpaper to eventually release 
the anger about being conned by the 
corporate bully from out of town i.e. 
Brisbane Airport Corporation (BAC).

I am wary of conspiracy theories, but I 
am coming to the belief that after many 
years BAC has achieved its dream: that it 
is controlling the only unrestricted, no-
curfew airport on the eastern seaboard. 

It projects a fivefold increase in 

traffic come the Olympics. 
I have more questions than  
answers about: 
1. How, through the use of consultants, 
it had a previous curfew removed;  
2. Why, when Maroochydore airport 
was virtually duplicating Brisbane’s 
legacy runways, that BAC chose to 
close an existing runway (had all 
turboprops and piston-engine flights 
mostly over the bay that enabled 
safer takeoff and landings in bad 
weather for virtually all aircraft. 

John J. New Farm

Bike lane a great idea
I would just like to add my support to 
Nanette Carroll’s concerns (My Village 
News, January) and request for a 
dedicated bike lane in Newstead Tce.

The influx of motorised scooters 
and bikes has unfortunately made 
the boardwalk a bit of a “dodgems” 
arena for pedestrians.

Hopefully, the council has noted 
these concerns and given some 
thought to the safety of its residents.

There was talk early on about 
making Newstead Tce one-way. 

Hopefully, the extravagant 
pedestrian bridge costing about $60 
million-plus has been factored in 
and addressed these concerns.

Steve Smith, Newstead

mailto:editorial@myvillagenews.com.au
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Towers are the  
‘reverse amenity’
In response to Ed Haysom’s claim 
(My Village News, February) that the 
remaining two, low-rise industrial 
sites create a reverse amenity at 
Newstead, I say the massive  
towers at the Gasworks, and now 
more under construction on the 
riverside opposite, are the real 
reverse amenity. 

The Riverside Industrial Sands 
complex fronts Skyring Tce with 
a walled garden which hides its 
operations effectively. 

On the riverside, I enjoy seeing  
the large boats taking on their  
loads. Likewise, the large Energex 
pylon on the river edge fulfils a 
necessary function. 

Why on earth should ratepayers 
have to fund an underwater 
alternative to carry the cables? It 
works as is. 

And if its presence is preventing 
further river edge development and 
means the Lake Precinct might be 
retained as a green space, this is a 
further justification to keep the pylon. 

There is far too little public green 
space along the river from Newstead 
through Teneriffe to New Farm. 

Helen Leckie, Teneriffe

Reintroduce ‘forgotten’ curfew
I have just dug out an old cutting 
from The Courier-Mail. 

You can read (below) that the 
discussion taking place related 
to the opening of the (then) new 
Brisbane airport. The curfew was 
on the old Eagle Farm airport.

Eagle Farm closed and 
Brisbane Airport was opened 
with no curfew imposed.

From there, Brisbane 
Airport Corporation (BAC) has 
ignored the reasons for that 
and the history behind it. 

The new main runway 
brought aircraft in over 
(undeveloped) Murarrie. 

With the removal of the flightpaths 
over Ascot areas, there was no 
need for a curfew. BAC has simply 
ignored that reasoning and perhaps 
assumed they had a “curfew-free” 
airport regardless of what was 
done to and with that airport.

My point is that the old Brisbane 
Airport had a curfew due to noise 
problems over residential areas and 
now that BAC has reintroduced that 
noise but more often and louder over 

similar and the same residential areas, 
the curfew should be reintroduced.

Steve Woolcock, Hamilton

Letter gets it wrong
I have just read a Letter to the Editor 
(My Village News, February) about 
a bus stop at New Farm Park. This 
bus stop has always been there.

It is used by community groups 
every day of the week. 

Even this morning, Arcare had two 
minibuses of residents using this area. 
It is disheartening to see blatant lies 
being printed about our local area. 

An immediate retraction of 
this letter both online and in 
print edition is warranted.

Travis Harding, New Farm

Anger over blocked road
I live in Small St, Teneriffe, with 
about 100 other residents. 

Small St is a narrow, one-way road. 
This morning, we all woke 

up to find a developer has 
blocked the road, creating a 
very hazardous situation. This 
was done with no warning and 
the chances of someone getting 
seriously hurt are high.

It’s symptomatic of the arrogance 
of developers in this area. 

Richard Williams, Teneriffe

Cooking in sun at Mowbray Park 
With reference to the picture of 
Mowbray Park on P12 (My Village 
News, January), there are few trees 
and they appear to have fences 
round them to keep people out.

Please, please give us grass and shady 
trees with benches under them, and 
shaded walks with river breezes, and a 
kiosk with tables and chairs. 

Temperatures in the 40Cs will be the 
norm in Brisbane in a few years’ time and 
even now it is folly to encourage people to 
sit out on unprotected terraces.

Drina Oldroyd

Two independent bodies – the ANO and 
BAPAF – have now confirmed the truth; 
Brisbane communities were not told the 
whole story. We were misled about how 
bad aircraft noise would truly be.
We’re making Brisbane’s aircraft noise 
pollution a major election issue. If you, 
friends or loved ones are suffering, sign up 
to our newsletter to find out how you can 
help.

JOIN THE FIGHT

 fb.me/bfpca.org.au             BFPCA_  

bfpca.org.au/signupBFPCA

HELP US FIGHT 
AIRCRAFT NOISE
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www.dacexpo.com.au

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

 BRISBANE  
 DISABILITY 
 CONNECTION 
 EXPO 2022
SPONSORED BY HOLISTIC HORIZONS

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre
Friday 29th - Saturday 30th of April

If you’re looking to find NDIS and disability service providers that 

celebrate YOU, and give you real CHOICE and CONTROL then 

come along to the Brisbane Disability Connection Expo. 

Register for 
the event 
today!

COVID 
SAFE

FREE TO ATTEND

Lots of fun 
for the kids!

Balloon Twisters, Face Painters, 

Hair Braiders, Music, Dance, 

Cosplay & More!

Brisbane Disability 
Connection Expo will help 
find answers you need
There’s one word that links 
everybody at Developing Australian 
Communities (DAC) at its disability 
expos, and that is “connections”.

The Brisbane Disability Connection 
Expo sponsored by Holistic Horizons 
unites National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) participants and 
providers in one big location to find 
solutions to NDIS challenges and 
search for vital goods and services 
while making essential connections.

DAC’s vision is for Australia to be 
the world leader in disability services.

United by their shared passion 
for bringing about change to the 
disability sector, co-founders 
Mike Clark and River Night joined 
forces to create Developing 
Australian Communities in 2020. 

They combined their 50 years of 
business and community services 
experience to shake up how NDIS 
solutions are created. In the past year 
alone, DAC has attracted over 18,000 
NDIS participant visitors and 1300 
exhibitors across their four expos. 

Mr Clark said after a couple of 
years of disconnect, it was essential 
Queensland’s 930,000 people living 
with a disability – of which 96,000 are 
NDIS participants – be given choice 
and control and the opportunity 
to connect with providers who 
really understood them. 

The company’s story of 
incredible business growth was 
further strengthened when family-
owned and operated business 
disability support provider Holistic 
Horizons joined as a sponsor.

It was at a DAC gala dinner last year 
when Holistic Horizons director and 
former care worker Drew Carson 
first heard Mr Clark and Mr Night 
outline the company’s vision and 
mission. He was so inspired by it that 
he wanted to become the naming 
sponsor for the Brisbane Disability 
Connection Expo 2022, to help 
accelerate change within the sector.

Mr Cason shared with them the 
story of how he had personally turned 
around the lives of two participants, 
Nathan McDowell and Ethan Chan.

Nathan, who has Cerebral Palsy 
and Pelizaeus-Merzbacher Disease, 
attained his life goal of completing 
an arduous charity bike ride from 
Redcliffe to Noosa, while Ethan, 
who has Aspergers Syndrome 
Disorder and Intellectual Impairment 

The Expo offers the opportunity to connect 
with providers who really understood you.

became mobile on land and sea by 
getting his boat and car licence.

Holistic Horizons has expanded 
across Brisbane based on their 
caring and limit-less philosophy of 
creating a “world of possibilities” 
for their clients. Mr Cason and the 
Holistic Horizon’s team believe in 
helping people live their best life.

“We believe that working closely 
with service providers, carers and 
participants at our events will ensure 
much-needed change to improve the 
services in our sector,” Mr Clark said.

“We aim to increase professional 
standards and bring people together 
to talk about the most pressing 
issues at our participant and provider 
Disability Connection Expos.

“The expos provide a consistent 
flow of quality information, reform 
and innovation that focuses on 
solutions from the sector itself.” 

He said the Brisbane Disability 
Connection Expo sponsored by Holistic 
Horizons in March will be the perfect 
opportunity for anyone with any NDIS 
or disability question, to come along 
and speak with real experts in real-
time to find immediate solutions. 

Free entertainment at the free 
Brisbane Disability Connection 
Expo, Brisbane Convention and 
Entertainment Centre, March 4-5 
will feature face painters, balloon 
artists, hair braiders and more.

Come join us at this FREE event  
www.developingauscommunities.
com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/
visitor"developingauscommunities.
com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor

http://www.developingauscommunities.com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor
http://www.developingauscommunities.com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor
http://www.developingauscommunities.com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor
http://developingauscommunities.com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor
http://developingauscommunities.com.au/brisbane-expo-2022/visitor
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More than $1 billion in development 
will radically transform a major 
Valley hub on a 400m section of 
Brunswick St between Ann and 
Malt streets, creating a commercial, 
residential and arts hub, and 
ushering in a daytime economy.

“The heart of Fortitude Valley, 
Brunswick St will be one of the most 
significant areas to be developed 
in the lead-up to the 2032 Olympic 
Games, providing the lifestyle 
and connectivity to transform 
the area into one of the country’s 
most recognisable precincts,” Tutt 
Capital director Brendan Tutt said.

Mr Tutt last year agreed to buy 
the former Dooleys Hotel site, 
at 388 Brunswick St, to build a 
$160-million commercial tower.

“Brunswick St is the vital 
link of connectivity and 
walkability,” Mr Tutt said.

“It is here that the regrowth 
of one of the great quarters 
of the city will begin.”

The Blight Rayner-designed Dooleys 
site will be a 10,500m2, 14-storey 

$1 billion investment for Valley heartland
By Rob Mellett 

development, with 140 carparks.
It will feature sky terrace balconies, 

a retail tenancy, and incorporate 
an ultra-modern, Tokyo-style LED 
advertisement wraparound unit on 
the building’s podium, facing both 
McLachlan and Brunswick streets. 

“The art display will include 3D 
imagery and visual media that will 
change throughout the lifespan of the 

development, taking cues from the 
dynamic night life Fortitude Valley 
is renowned for,” Mr Tutt said.

The site will turn soil in the 
final quarter of 2022.

“The Brunswick and McLachlan 
streets junction is at the 
entrance to the Valley with all 
its vibrancy,” Mr Tutt said.

Mr Tutt said the proposal is for 

The Blight Rayner-designed Dooleys site will be a 14-storey development with 140 carparks.

a contemporary building that will 
be a “bold example of sub-tropical 
architecture, with an identifying 
character marking the entrance to 
Fortitude Valley’s entertainment 
precinct and Brisbane’s northside.

“It is one of the most important 
precinct redevelopments 
that exists in Brisbane.

“This important tract between 
James St and the CBD will be 
an A-grade area where business 
and pleasure will coalesce.”

Last year, Chris Vitale and Paul 
Gedoun, of PointCorp, opened 
the $140 million Hotel X, at 458 
Brunswick St, which combines hotel, 
commercial and residential space.

Across the street, the Backshall 
Group paid $35 million for the 
Central Brunswick site at 421 
Brunswick St, which has approval 
for 600 apartments and retail with 
a final value property experts say 
could be worth $650 million.

Tutt Capital is also investing 
a further $15 million into other 
properties in the precinct.

Mr Tutt said the four-block 
hub will play a major role in 
linking the CBD, Howard Smith 
Wharves (HSW) and James St.

An excellent stand alone treatment, LED Light Therapy with 

the Healite II is clinically proven to effectively rejuvenate 

skin, stimulate collagen and elastin production, reduce 

pain and inflammation, calm acne and assist in healing 

compromised skin, plus so much more! It is also a wonderful 

adjunct therapy when undergoing any cosmetic, injectable 

or invasive skin procedure, including surgery. Significantly 

speeding up recovery time and enhancing results.

Harness the healing power of  light at The Valo
LED Light Therapy is a relaxing,  
non-invasive skin and wellness 
treatment that uses incident light  
to stimulate repair at a cellular 
level. At the Valo we exclusively use 
the most advanced medical grade 
LED system on the market, the TGA 
approved Healite II device.

Shop 2B, 76 James Street, Fortitude Valley      the.valo

LED Light Therapy is an excellent treatment 
option for women, men and children. 
Experience the benefit of LED Light Therapy 
at the Valo today. To book call 07 3358 6325 
or scan this QR code.

FAST, EFFECTIVE AND CHEMICAL FREE 
TREATMENTS WITH ZERO DOWN TIME! 

Visit us in store to shop our range of quality Australian 
skincare and wellness products by Imbibe and WelleCo.

LED Light Therapy works 
effectively to promote:

Skin rejuvenation

Healing compromised skin impacted by acne, 
dermatitis, eczema, rosacea and psoriasis

Wound healing and enhanced recovery post 
invasive skin treatments

Blood circulation

Lymphatic function

Relief of muscle soreness, joint and body pain

Mood enhancement
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Cycling home through the leafy 
streets of New Farm after a hard 
day’s work in the harsh summer sun, 
a good deed ended up costing Peter 
Connolly his cherished bicycle.

When the hapless cyclist came 
across a burst water main at the 
Sydney and Moray streets junction, he 
phoned the utility company who told 
him a repair could not be made until he 
provided a house number as a location.

“I hopped off the bike and 
parked it upright against a 
post,” Mr Connolly, 69, said.

“I turned around and my bike was 
gone. There was nobody else about 
except a couple fiddling around with a 
purple ebike outside a block of units.

“It all happened in less than 
60 seconds. There was just utter 
disbelief; I’m still gutted.”

The bluish, silvery-grey Trek 
commuter bike was a parting gift 
from his boss 17 years ago. 

To add insult to injury, Mr 
Connolly had just replaced the 

Bike thief swoops on Good 
Samaritan
By Rob Mellett 

Trek’s tyres for the first time since 
buying it in 2005 for $1000.

Mr Connolly, of Spring Hill, said 
he used the bike almost every day, 
making countless trips across the city.

The former plumber said he and 
the bike had made several charity 
fundraiser trips to the Gold Coast 
for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

“I used the Trek everywhere. It was 
a brilliant, lightweight racing bike. It 
never, ever caused me any trouble, 
never missed a beat,” Mr Connolly said.

He said the theft haunts him every 
time he ventures into New Farm.

“I keep an eagle eye out for 
every bike that passes, just in case 
I spot it,” Mr Connolly said.

The bike was stolen about 
4.15pm, Saturday, January 15. 

Identifying marks include 
a worn saddle and small 
nicks on the front forks.

Mr Connolly is now appealing 
for the return of his faithful 
and much-loved Trek. 

Please call 0411 697 455 in confidence 
or emailfishConnolly@hotmail.
com"fishconnolly@hotmail.com 

Join My Village 
News this 
International 
Women’s Day 
at Mercedes-
Benz Brisbane 
to hear from 
remarkable 
women in our 
community.

Lady Mayoress Nina Schrinner, 
Dr Katrina Lines CEO and author 
Cynthia Morton (pictured) will 
share stories to inspire ladies and 
gents at the decadent high tea. 

Emerging and designer labels 
will also collaborate at Brisbane’s 
Longest Charity High Tea at 
Mercedes Benz Brisbane for a 
runway show of stunning outfits 
while event-goers enjoy the 
decadent high tea charity morning 
while supporting Act For Kids.

Attire is cocktail and suits. Tuesday, 
March 8, 10.30am-12.30pm.

Tickets at brisbaneslongest 
charityhightea.eventbrite.com.au

Charity  
High Tea

Staff and pupils at inner-Brisbane’s 
newest school are eagerly 
awaiting the opening of stage 2 
of construction when the $43 
million sports facility is unveiled.

McConnel MP Grace Grace MP 
and Foundation Principal Sharon 
Barker were on hand to welcome 
the start of term at Fortitude Valley 
State Secondary College, the first 
new school in the area for more than 
50 years when it opened in 2020.

Ms Grace said stage 2 would deliver 
the new sports facility and a learning 
precinct featuring 13 classrooms 
for students in Years 10-12.

“When this project is delivered, this 
school will represent an investment 
of more than $140 million, and 
will have supported approximately 
400 local jobs,” Ms Grace said. 

Principal Sharon Barker said 
the project, being constructed 
by Hutchinson Builders, was 
shaping up to be a real asset 
to the school community.

Sports  
facility for 
Valley school

Looking for  
a new doctor?
NEXT PRACTICE NEWSTEAD 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL CLINIC

Accepting new patients  
Book online today at 
newstead.nextpracticehealth.com 
or call 07 3518 7880

GP  |  Cosmetic Doctor  |  Dietetics |   

Exercise Physiology  |  Physiotherapy 

|  Psychologist |  COVID-19 Vaccinations

mailto:emailfishConnolly@hotmail.com
mailto:emailfishConnolly@hotmail.com
mailto:fishconnolly@hotmail.com
http://charityhightea.eventbrite.com.au
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Scan the QR to find a mobile office near you
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After establishing a five-star beauty 
spa in Noosa way back in 2007, go-
getter Tamara Duran (pictured) 
made the move to Brisbane to 
establish a body-sculpting practice at 
New Farm’s bustling Brunswick St. 

Teneriffe-based Tamara said that 
Everybody Clinic uses medical-
grade technology to produce 
clinically proven results for every 
type of body and concern. 

“We have the technology to 
permanently reduce stubborn 
fat pockets, tighten slack skin 
after weight loss and giving birth, 
define the abdomen, buttocks, 
arms, and legs, and perform non-
surgical facelifts,” Tamara said. 

“Results are a non-negotiable 
and we know how to make 
them happen,” she said. 

If you are interested in body-
sculpting treatments but feel 
apprehensive to give them a go, 
Tamara said you can trust Everybody 
Clinic to deliver a professional and 
unbiased consultation and opinion. 

“For new clients, we offer a 

Results for each and every body
By Clare Coulter 

thorough consultation process,”  
she said. 

“We go through everything 
including your current health, how you 
feel about the person in the mirror, as 
well as your diet and exercise habits 
to establish the state of your liver. 

“While our treatments are non-
invasive, non-surgical, non-scarring, 
and require no downtime, if we 
believe you are not someone who 
will benefit from us, we will send 
you off to the next best option.

“We will not overpromise 

and underdeliver.”
Not only is Everybody Clinic 

for people who want to see 
physical change, but it is also 
for those who want to evolve 
“mentally” and “spiritually”. 

“My vision was to create a space 
where men and women can get 
results from our first-class machines, 
as well as a space that helps with 
life coaching, nutrition, breath 
work, and healing,” she said. 

“While it is important to see proper 
results, it is equally as important 

for people to be nurtured on issues 
like body image and to learn to 
love themselves as they are.

“Life is about saying this is who 
I am, I love who I am, and I am 
here to represent who I am.”

Tamara said the most rewarding 
thing about her job is to provide 
the highest level of customer 
care and to see her clients’ 
confidence skyrocket after starting 
one of her treatment plans. 

“At Everybody Clinic, we believe 
in delivering exceptional client 
care and service,” she said.

“We will call weekly to check-in, and 
we will take weight, measurements, 
and photos every time you come 
in to monitor your progress.

“There is no feeling like seeing 
someone leave with a new-found 
confidence after working with me.

“Confidence affects everything in 
your life and sometimes all people 
need is to know there is someone 
out there who has got their back – I 
would love to be that person for you.”

Anyone with a New Farm postcode 
will receive 50 per cent off their 
first treatment with Tamara 

Phone 0414 660 020,  
email newfarm@everybody.clinic  
or visit everybody.clinic

ADVERTORIAL

mailto:newfarm@everybody.clinic
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What was the inspiration  
behind Ascension?
Having worked as a physician for 
a number of years in very clinical 
environments, I wanted to create a 
space that felt warm and welcoming. 
While the work we do is clinical, it 
was important to me that our clients 
didn’t feel that. We’ve created a 
signature scent, a pamper menu 
and a service that our clients have 
become very accustomed to.
As a cosmetic physician, what are 
you most passionate about? 
I really enjoy finding new and 
innovative non-invasive treatments 
and techniques. It truly is incredible 
what we can achieve for our clients 

Embrace your beauty
without surgery. Clients often aren’t 
aware that they don’t need to undergo 
a surgical facelift, cheek bone 
implants or rhinoplasty to achieve 
the results they are looking for. 
What’s your advice for people 
feeling like a refresh? 
Firstly, remember to make time 
to check in on yourself, and make 
a little bit of time for you. You 
deserve it. And secondly, there are 
so many treatments available to 
you that you might not even know 
exist, so explore your options. 
What are your favourite 
treatments to perform?
I’d have to say innovative filler 
transformations are one of the most 
rewarding treatments to perform.  
Clients see the results instantly, 
and it’s wonderful to witness their 
reactions. We have a wide range of 
soft and firm fillers that we use to lift 
and contour various areas of the face. 
Combined with muscle-relaxants, 
they can take years off a person’s 
appearance. I’m also a huge fan of 
our CO2 Laser Therapy, incredible for 
treating multiple concerns at once, 
from finer lines to deep set wrinkles.

ADVERTORIAL

Initially moving to Brisbane for family, 
landing the job at Holy Spirit School 
(HSS) was the “icing on the cake” 
for Principal Michael Hopkinson.  

The Nundah resident and father 
of two moved from Sydney with 
his wife, Kathy, to support his 
eldest son, daughter-in-law and 
three small grandchildren.  

Mr Hopkinson said landing the job at 
HSS has been “an exciting opportunity”. 

“The community here has just 
embraced me completely,” he said.  

For Mr Hopkinson, HSS was his 
only job application because the 
size, programs and opportunities 
offered were “similar” to that 
of his previous school. 

He said he loves the “family 
feel” and “sense of community” 
that exists at HSS.

“I don’t want to be the principal of 
a school with 800 kids because to me, 
you lose track of the kids,” he said. 

“They will get 250 per cent out 
of me as the principal because I 
want to be here, and they want 
me to be here,” he said.

Principal welcomed
By Savaira Ratukula  

 Outside of school, Mr Hopkinson is 
into fitness and walking, is a passionate 
Hawthorn AFL supporter, keen 
gardener and enjoys cultural events.  

He is also fascinated by world travel, 
having been to 37 of the 50 states of 
America, with the aim of visiting all 50. 

 Mr Hopkinson said he loved New 
Farm spots like the park, the river, 
restaurants, and the shopping scene.

“I like the fact that you can 
be down here, and you can see 
different worlds, and how those 
worlds coexist,” he said.  

“You see that beautiful, eclectic 
mix of people, and just how 
nicely that seems to exist.” 

Principal Michael Hopkinson with pupils 
Laken Eaton, Oliver Lowi and Joshua Rowley. 
Photo by Darko.

Dr Scott

Specialisations

Dermal filler treatments:
cheeks, chin, jaw, eyes, and lips

Laser and dermal therapies

Anti-wrinkle injections

Threadlifts

Body contouring

Hair restoration

Founded by Dr Scott Allison, Ascension is a non-invasive 

cosmetic clinic, offering a diverse and innovative range of 

treatments for all genders. Driven by a passion to care and 

empower, Dr Allison and his team are committed to finding 

new and innovative non-invasive treatments to help 

clients achieve their aesthetic goals and enhance their 

own unique perceptions of beauty. Ascension’s flagship 

clinic in New Farm features 5 unique beautifully designed 

treatment rooms.

“In designing Ascension my vision was to create a space 

that transports you to a luxury hotel the moment you walk 

through the door. The treatments we’re performing might be 

clinical, but it doesn’t need to feel like that. We want you to 

feel empowered, refreshed and pampered.” 

Dr Scott Allison.

170 Merthyr Road, New Farm, QLD

P: 1300 214 971  |  ascension.com.au

For beauty that’s 
uniquely you.
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Queensland mothers-to-be can be 
grateful that Associate Professor Dr 
Gino Pecoraro didn’t take up television 
news reading as a full-time career and 
instead has devoted his intellect and 
brains to obstetrics and gynaecology.

“From the time I was in Year 7 at 
school, I absolutely knew I wanted to 
deliver babies as a career. But there 
was this other yearning towards 
journalism. As a kid I watched the 
Mike Walsh show and wanted to 
be him or perhaps Dr Wright, the 
celebrity doctor on the show,” 
says the New Farm medico.

“A few years later when TV 
Newsreader Brian Cahill was one of 
my teachers at Gregory Terrace, I 
observed that he’d teach us each day 
and then drive up to Mt Coot-tha and 
read the nightly news. Which got me 
thinking that just maybe I could be both 
a doctor and a journalist,” he says.

Since graduating in medicine,  
Dr Pecoraro has established himself 
as a leading professional in obstetrics 
and gynaecology with a long list 
of professional achievements and 
accolades, including his recent Order 
of Australia Medal (OAM), whilst 
still retaining his love of journalism. 

His vivacious personality, love 
of his medical knowledge and his 
keen interest in educating women 
about their health has made him 
a well-known, respected and 
positive force in medical media.

Recalling Brian Cahill’s example, 
Dr Pecoraro is now dedicated to 
his private obstetrics practice but 
also uses his media skill with regular 
columns in modern magazines like 
Cleo, Mumma Mia and Cosmopolitan, 
regular radio slots on several stations  
including 4BC, and has been the long 
term Channel 10 medico reporter 
on women’s health. In 2016 he won 
the Medical Media Awards, “which 
gave me great satisfaction knowing 
I really can combine both of my 
professional loves,” he beams.

Whilst the media side is a light, 
but important element for Dr 
Pecoraro, his dedication to medicine 
sees him still, after more than 
20 years, continue teaching and 
training new doctors and examining 
graduating medical students.

“Teaching and mentoring remains 
important to me. I was lucky to have 

Honour for 
a true leader
By AnneMarie White 

worked with several mentors who 
taught and helped me on my path. 
One of the first was Jim Baker, who 
founded the Flying Gynaecologists 
and really had an impact on me. In our 
cities women often take having babies 
safely for granted, but in the country, 
they are so appreciative of any and all 
assistance. On my first trip out west 
as a new doctor, I helped a young 
mum survive after delivering twins in 
a very difficult situation. Fortunately, 
with our Flying Team we could save 
her and her bubs. That’s so rewarding. 
And I will always remember that 
moment of being able to assist.”

He's also indebted to the guiding 
influence of his first teacher Laurie 
Brunello and to a world leader in the 
field, Aldo Vacco, who he laughingly 
says: “they are all Italians so of course 
I listened and learnt from them.”

“Also inspirational was Dr John 
Sheppard, a respected doctor who 
was writing informative articles 
that gave me the impetus to give 
women information via media 
stories. Indeed, in 1997 I was quite 
irritated by a story in the Sunday 
Mail and so I dashed off an article on 
Menopause and PMT and sent it to 
the Newspaper office. They offered 
me a job writing a weekly column that 
I did for three years,” laughs Gino.

Gino is humbled by and delighted 
with his OAM recognition of service 
to obstetrics and gynaecology.

“Of course, it is wonderful to be 
honoured in this way, but rather than 
seeing it as a personal accolade, I 
appreciate that with this recognition 
and lending my voice, it gives me a 
platform to help and educate women 

about their reproductive health. 
I am in no way an academic, but 
awards like this bestow respect and 
therefore enable me to help,” he says.

The award is also testament to 
the many professional leadership 
contributions that Gino has made 
over the past 30 years.  He has 
chaired both the Queensland and 

Australian Medical 
Associations, 

lectured 
and sat on the 

International Board 
of the Royal Australian 

& New Zealand College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
for 16 years and was also awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medal 
by that organisation in 2016.

“Being able to raise awareness 
of women’s health issues and 
assist women who need help is a 
privilege. Professionally, I do every 
day what I love doing, and that 
gives me not only great joy and 
satisfaction but also longevity.”

It is very obvious that Dr Pecoraro 
has successfully navigated his love 
of ‘delivering babies’ and journalism 
into a satisfying and worthy career. 

Newstead resident Dr Edmond 
Spork was also honoured with an 
OAM for his service to the community 
through various organisations.

  

From the time I was in  
Year 7 at school, I absolutely 

knew I wanted to deliver 
babies as a career. But there 

was this other yearning 
towards journalism.

 

Dr Gino Pecoraro was honoured to receive an OAM recently for his achievements.

Join New Farm’s Jennifer and Stewart on their 
personally hosted tours for music lovers, both 
short stay and extended. 2022 Highlights - Europe and Australia
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Inspect our 
display home

Explore our 
community 

Discover our 
social activities

Chat to our 
First Step team 

Ever wondered if retirement 
living would suit you?
Take the First Step at our free Open Home event

An Open Home is a great way to get a sneak peek of the lifestyle 
you could enjoy. So, come along and feel one step closer to finding 
the community that’s right for you.

To ensure the health and wellbeing of residents and staff, we are 
conducting the Open Home in accordance with the required COVIDSafe 
plan. Aveo are requesting that all attendees to Aveo events are vaccinated 
against COVID-19 to protect the residents and staff in our communities. 

YOU’RE INVITEDOpen
Home

31 MAR

Call us on (07) 3155 2346 or visit aveo.com.au/openhome

SCAN HERE TO RSVP - RSVP ESSENTIAL

Aveo Newstead 
50 Longland Street, Newstead 
Thursday, 31 March (2-3pm)

Trevor Reddacliff headed the council regeneration taskforce.

Unique vision that 
weaved grand 
transformation
If we could go back in time 
to the ’80s and walk around 
Teneriffe, New Farm and 

Newstead, we would not recognise it. 
It was a dodgy place to be – 

highlights of the area were Paddy’s 
Market in the Woolstores, the Coca-
Cola plant in James St, the Brisbane 
City Council Bus Depot at 1000 
Ann St, the CSR factory in Cutters 
Landing, and the Powerhouse. 

Fortitude Valley was the province 
of Brisbane’s underworld.

Fortunately, then-Prime Minister 
Paul Keating had an interest in the 
value of good urban design and 
its positive economic effect.

By establishing the Better Cities 
Program in the early ’90s, the 
Keating Government introduced 
stimulus funding to help the urban 
renewal of Australian cities.  

ED HAYSOM

urban outlook

Fortitude Valley, New Farm 
Teneriffe and Newstead were chosen 
for their location as, in addition to 
the proximity to the CBD, the State 
Government and council had large 
surplus land holdings that could 
facilitate both new infrastructure 
provision and development for housing. 

The extent of its deterioration 
was shown by the population 
that had declined to 12,000 
persons, and the office vacancy 
rate in excess of 34 per cent.

The area was also severely 
degraded, with inadequate sewerage 
infrastructure and inaccessible river 
frontages inhibiting development.  

The council under the Soorley 
administration established a 
taskforce headed by Trevor 
Reddacliff that created a masterplan 
to regenerate the areas. 

The Better Cities Program 
contributed $86 million and a further 
$55 million was contributed by 
state government and the council.

The sewer line and the stormwater 
system were upgraded, freeing 
up development. The Inner 
City Bypass was built to syphon 
traffic away from the Valley.

The key aspect of all this was the 
leadership of three people, Mr Soorley 
and Mr Reddacliff as well as Michael 

Kerry as chief planner at the council.  
The result has been the 

transformation of the area into the 
city’s most sought-after residential, 
entertainment and business precincts.

Obsolete and disused buildings 
have been restored and repurposed, 
retaining their heritage values. Mixed-
use development is now encouraged, 
new community facilities have been 
developed, and the public transport 
system has been overhauled with 
such things as the CityCat service.

There has been an extra 
447,000sq m commercial space, 

with vacancy rates being only 10 
per cent, lower than the CBD. 

An extra 10,000 people are 
employed in the area and there has 
been about $10 billion of investment.

Mr Reddacliff relentlessly led a 
team of architects, planners and 
council and state government 
representatives by inspiring them 
with a vision of the future. He was 
the right person at the right time.

He believed in the power 
and economic benefit good 
placemaking brings and we all are 
the beneficiaries of that vision.
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Enjoy scenic views, glowing  
sunsets & starry night skies

Hear sounds of the bush

Feel red soil beneath your feet

Explore the culture & history of the  
South Burnett on Wakka Wakka Country

RUBY’S COTTAGE 
REST | RECHARGE | EXPLORE

SCAN TO VIEW AND BOOK  
OR PHONE 0419 029 949

 Your weekend getaway

Brisbane’s leading 
FAT FREEZE, SKIN TIGHTENING  
AND BODY SCULPTING CLINICS

TREATMENTS INCLUDE

 o Freeze stubborn pockets of fat  

 o Non-surgical facelift

 o Non-surgical tummy tuck

 o Muscle sculpting

BOOK FREE CONSULTATION

We promise to you, body 
confidence and self love...
Every step of the way.

E.  newfarm@everybody.clinic   
W.  everybody.clinic   
M. 0414 660 020  

Let us dramatically reduce 
your stubborn fat, tighten 
slack and lacklustre skin 
on your face and body. We 
have the BEST technology 
and therapists in Brisbane to 
create the body you want to 
see everyday in the mirror. 

CLINIC LOCATED AT  
897 Brunswick St, New Farm
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PANAME EYEWEAR

Frustrated, they say, by bad 
planning decisions and the lack of 
a cohesive development strategy 
for their suburb, The Spring Hill 
Community Group has launched 
a research project with a bold 
vision for the decades ahead.

Led by Neil Peach, Bev Flutter and 
Pamela Robinson, the group says it 
wants to “build resilience towards a 
successful and rewarding future for 
the place called Spring Hill”.

Spring Hill 2035: Vision will collect 
data and analyse development 
approaches nationally and around the 
world to help shape Spring Hill’s future.

“Spring Hill Group co-ordinators 
have encountered significant numbers 
of residents who have been left 
‘devastated’ by urban developments 
in recent years,” Spring Hill 2035: 
Vision co-founder Dr Peach said.

“We believe there is a significant 
responsibility on the part of residents 
to become better informed and 
engaged and to play a role in guiding 
Spring Hill’s success into the future.

“We hope to build greater 

Spring Hill think tank planning for future
By Rob Mellett 

connections, awareness and 
recognition between our suburban 
community, at all levels of 
government and our neighbours, 
be they in suburban Brisbane or 
southeast Queensland.”

The group has begun dialogue with 
residents, political representatives, 
academics, and planning officers.

“Work on the first phase of data 

collection is well under way and we 
are hoping to have our first ‘chapter’ 
in draft form by the end of this 
March,” Dr Peach said.

“We will be approaching businesses 
in the area this month, too.”

Spring Hill 2035: Vision focuses 
on seven areas: Futures Planning, 
Town Planning, Infrastructure, 
Environment, Business, Heritage/

Culture, and Social Cohesion.
“We want to make a positive step 

towards bringing our community 
closer together to confront the 
challenges and opportunities ahead 
of us – our national government has 
committed to carbon zero by 2050 
and our state and city have joined to 
win Brisbane’s hosting of the Olympic 
Games; these issues, along with many 
local ones, will frame our project 
efforts,” Dr Peach said.

Dr Peach said Olympic Games 
developments at both Roma Street 
Parkland and Victoria Park will be a 
key focus for the group.

Get involved at 0417 774 037 or email 
springhillcommunity@outlook.com

Dr Neil Peach, on Gloucester St, Spring Hill, points in the direction two 14-storey hotel blocks 
will be built, further encroaching on the visual amenity. Photo by Rob Mellett.

stephenbates.com.au
Authorised by K. Carra for The Greens, 52 Douglass Street, Milton, Brisbane AN2021/0225

FOR BRISBANE
STEPHEN BATES

Scan this QR Code or email us at  
editorial@myvillagenews.com.au 

Have 
your 
say

mailto:springhillcommunity@outlook.com
mailto:editorial@myvillagenews.com.au
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BY EMILY WELLS 

WED 16 MAR – SAT 26 MAR
NEW BENNER THEATRE, METRO ARTS

WEST VILLAGE | 97 BOUNDARY ST, WEST END

A PLAYLAB THEATRE PRODUCTION
PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH METRO ARTS

Gladys Smith (pictured) says 
her feet still haven’t touched 
the ground after her recent 
milestone 100th birthday party 
which included presents and a 
visit by Central Ward Councillor 
Vicki Howard at New Farm.

Mrs Smith lives an independent 
lifestyle at her War Widows 
home alongside next door 
neighbour daughter Laraine.

The plucky centenarian shows 
no signs of slowing down, with 
herself and Laraine spending one 
month annually travelling – their 
next adventure will be in the 
Northern Territory this April.

Born on Crown St Women’s 
Hospital, Sydney, on February 
18, 1922, Mrs Smith was 
left in the care of Margaret 
Mewburn at only six weeks old 
after her birth mother did not 
return after an operation.

Mother-of-nine Mrs 
Mewburn looked after Mrs 
Smith until adoption aged 14.

A family move to the country saw 
Mrs Mewburn working as a cook and 
housekeeper during the shearing 
season around Boorowa in NSW.

Mrs Smith said she loved her 
family and the country life but 
moved back to Sydney aged 16 to 
board with her sister and to find 
work at Lever Bros, at Balmain.

After a move to Dubbo, Mrs Smith 
got a job waitressing where she met 
first husband Peter Monck, marrying 
on his 21st birthday. Their first child 
Barry was born when Mr Monck was 
overseas in the army. Second child 
Laraine was born two years later.

The couple were married for 30 
years when Mr Monck passed away.

Mrs Smith met her second husband 

Plucky Gladys, 100, lives life 
to the full

Bill McClare in New Zealand and they 
later moved to Melbourne to live 
for six years. Mr McClare tragically 
died in a car accident in WA.

Never one to feel sorry 
for herself, Mrs Smith began 
woodworking classes (making 
herself a wall unit), took up 
square dancing and met her 
third husband, Ron Smith.

The couple bought a unit in 
Hervey Bay – for the first time 
in 25 years the entire family was 
all living in the same state. 

Mr Smith later died from a 
massive heart attack on holiday in 
Longreach, with Gladys staying on 
in Hervey Bay until she was 80 and 
later moving to Brisbane to be closer 
to her children and grandchildren.

Professional Pharmacists Advice

Prescriptions Giftwares 

General Health

Webster-Paks

PH. 07 3101 0871       SUITE 4, 16 THOMPSON ST, BOWEN HILLS

Our Customer Promise

We will not just listen but HEAR you. 

We will cater for YOUR needs. 

We will use all our efforts and collective 
knowledge to ensure YOU are well cared for!

Little Ducks
Childcare

• Educational excellence through the 
 power of play-based learning
•  Nurturing and dedicated educators
• All inclusions
• Inspiring learning environments
• Government Approved Program
• STEM Program
• Physical Development & Pilates Program
• Sustainability Program
• Art Program

Little Ducks
ChildcareNEW FARM

SESSIONS NOW AVAILABLE! PH 3252 1841  littleducks.com.au

Little Ducks
Childcare

55 McLachlan Street 
(300m from James St)
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haymespaintshop.com.au

22 Finsbury Street, Newmarket   |   07 3856 2097

Haymes Paint Shop Newmarket

When you paint on Haymes Paint,
you’re painting on Australia. 

MAY 24, 1923 – JANUARY 23, 2022

Remembered for a long life of fun and 
good cheer, longtime Teneriffe resident 
Joan Sparkes lived by the maxim: “It’s 
good to help someone if you can, love.”

Born in the family home on 25 
Florence St, she was Sydney and Mary 
Sparkes’ sixth child, arriving only 
moments after her twin, Betty. 

Sydney ran the family butcher shops. 
The largest shop was at The Valley, 
there was another on Petrie Tce, 
and all were supplied from the well-
known Sparkes family cattle station 
“Manumbar”, in the Burnett region. 

Most people could not tell Joan or 
Betty apart. At school, they would 
swap places in class and do each 
other’s work. When they were older 
they sometimes stood in for each 
other on dates. 

All the Sparkes children went to 
New Farm State School. The Courier-
Mail’s report on the 1929 annual 
“New Farm State School Plain and 
Fancy Dress Ball” lists Betty and Joan 
attending, and dressed as the “Two 
Little Girls in Blue”. 

At State Commercial High School, 
Joan completed stenography and 
bookkeeping courses, excelling 

Vale Joan Sparkes – Teneriffe’s oldest continuous resident

in maths. With those skills, she 
then spent most of her career at 
an engineering firm at Northgate, 
McKenzie & Holland. 

She started there in January 1942 as 
a 19-year-old, only weeks after the Pearl 
Harbour bombing in December 1941. 

Joan’s work ethic was strong. 
She was a natural with accounting 
work and she finished her career at 
Mackenzie & Holland, retiring 42 years 
later in 1983 as office manager. 

Some of her former colleagues still 
tell Joan’s famous pikelet story. Joan 
would sometimes make pikelets for 
morning tea at work. After one morning 
tea, a manager in the office tragically 
passed away. It’s still unproven whether 
this was a coincidence. As Joan would 
say, her pikelets were never quite as 
popular after that. 

Joan loved to retell funny stories. 
From the war years, Joan often told 
her famous nylon tale! When nylons 
were in short supply Joan came upon 
a pair of her sister Kath’s stockings. 

As Joan said, they were lovely, and 
she couldn’t resist them. Because 
Kath was much taller, Joan had to 
tuck the toes of the nylons under 
her feet so they fitted properly. 
She was on the phone to Betty 
laughing about this when Kath, who 
worked on the switch at the PMG, 
just happened to be calling home. 
Kath clicked in on the call and heard 
the whole sneaky story of secretly 
borrowing the stockings. When Kath 
came home that night she didn’t hold 
back, so Joan did a runner, off to her 
friends for the night, and safety.

Joan was a passionate golfer and 
extremely proud of her hole-in-one. 
She made deep and lasting friendships 

at Vicki Park and then at Ashgrove 
Golf Club. 

Joan was a rusted on footy fan:  
a Valleys girl, then a Bronco, always  
a Maroon and always biased. Yelling  
at the TV, cursing the refs. “Git up, 
boy! Tackle him, stop the bugger,”  
she would yell. 

On Saturdays, on Florence St, the 
radio was tuned to the scratchings and 
then the races. The paper was spread 
out, the form was studied, and a flutter 
placed. But Joan was also interested in 
the big issues; current events, and the 
politics of the day. She rarely missed 
the TV broadcast of speakers at the 
National Press Club. She had firm 
views but was never belligerent.

In 2010, Joan officially opened the 
Teneriffe Festival in her capacity 
as Teneriffe’s longest continuous 
resident. As always, she handled 
herself with calm and aplomb on 
stage with the official party.

A service to celebrate Joan’s life 
was held at the Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church on January 31.

Father Steven Ogden put it simply: 
Joan was such a wonderful person, 
her life really was a gift to us all. 

Joan passed peacefully at Bupa 
Aged Care in Moray St.

Longtime pals Joan and then-Councillor David 
Hinchliffe at the 2010 Teneriffe Festival.
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Now Roasting Colombian Organic

Sourced from local farmers in Colombia, hand packed in our 
local Brisbane roastery and brewed by our local baristas. Our 
new organic, fully washed Colombian bean delivers delicious 

flavours of butterscotch, hazelnut and caramel.

Drop into store during March to experience this limited edition 
release before it all goes.

Available online and instore

104 McLachlan St, Fortitude Valley

10 Thompson St, Bowen Hills

BE PART OF THE  
SHELLFISH REVOLUTION  

AND HELP RESTORE  
OYSTER REEFS IN MORETON BAY 

DONATE NOW 
VOLUNTEER AT A 
WORKING BEE

This project is supported by Healthy Land and Water through funding from 
the Australian Government’s Fish Habitat Restoration Program as part of the 

National Landcare Program and BCF - Boating Camping Fishing.

SUPPORTED BY:

Families with school-aged children 
would be familiar with the sometimes 
frustrating and “teary” chore of 
completing homework over the dining 
room table. 

Julie Christophers, owner of 
NumberWorks’nWords Clayfield, 
said that the tuition centre helped 
to relieve this stress by supporting 
children to boost their confidence and 
academic performance. 

“At NumberWorks’nWords, our 
main philosophy and purpose is to 
engage children with learning and to 
see them thrive,” Julie said. 

“When children miss vital pieces 
of information at school, it is almost 
impossible for them to fill in these 
gaps by themselves, and that is where 
we come in.”

“We have an exceptional program, 
invaluable resources at our fingertips, 
and tutors who are trained in their 
specialised areas to give support and 
explicit feedback.” 

Julie said not only does 
NumberWorks’nWords support 
children struggling to keep up, but it 

Learning and thriving
By Clare Coulter 

also provides a challenge for those 
who are ahead of their grade. 

“We have some children with us 
who are years above their current 
curriculum,” she said.

“At school they may be feeling 
bored and disengaged and are 

struggling to find the fun in learning, 
but with us they can reach their 
potential.”

“For the kids who love to be 
challenged, we can help them to run as 
fast as they would like to go,” she said. 

For Julie, seeing a child’s sense of 

wonder and confidence return is the 
best thing about her job. 

“In order to thrive, children need 
to firstly feel confident; it’s the key to 
success,” she said.

“I have seen students go from well 
below expected on report cards to 
passing, and even achieving Bs to As, 
and they are just beside themselves 
with excitement.”

“I know it sounds cliché, but 
effective tuition is life changing 
as it gives students choices in the 
future that they would not have had 
otherwise,” she said. 

Visit numberworks.com/clayfield  
or get in touch on 3262 7878 or  
at clayfield@numberworks.com 

Julie Christophers with one of her students

ADVERTORIAL
  

At school they may 
be feeling bored and 
disengaged and are 

struggling to find the fun in 
learning, but with us they 
can reach their potential

 

https://numberworks.com/clayfield
mailto:clayfield%40numberworks.com?subject=
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Be our guest at Bernborough Ascot and discover what life in our 
vibrant over 55s village is all about!

Book in for a personalised tour of our unique trackside 
community, visit our beautiful apartments and enjoy a bite to eat 
at the Masters Club on us. 

You’ll love a rewarding lifestyle with resort-style facilities 
including concierge service, theatre, library and wellness services. 

This is retirement made easy! 

Disclaimer: *Terms and conditions apply for full terms and conditions visit www.retirementbylendlease.com.au. Photographs are 
for illustrative purposes only. Information about the services and facilities provided in the village is correct at the time of printing 
but may change as the needs of the residents change. Lendlease proudly operates under the Retirement Villages Act. Published by 
Lendlease BRC Holding Pty Ltd as trustee for the Lendlease BRC Trust ABN 73 267 818 024. Printed in March 2022.

Search Bernborough Ascot Retirement 
or call 1800 550 550 to book your tour.

Live your way

Retirement by Lendlease.

Move
in now!

Receive a BONUS 
$7,000 gift card for 

a limited time*
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LABOR FOR BRISBAN
E

PUTTING COMMUNITY AT T
HE 

HEART OF DECISION MAKIN
G

Authorised J Campbell, Australian Labor Party (State of Queensland) Branch, 16 Peel St South Brisbane 4101.

Film buffs and Francophiles rejoice 
– Alliance Française will hold its 33rd 
French Film Festival in Brisbane 
this year, from March 16-April 13. 

Festival artistic director Karine 
Mauris said the 2022 program is the 
most “exciting” to date. 

“This edition will be showcasing some 
of the best French filmmakers, actors, 
composers, and talent,” Mauris said. 

“It will lift you, inspire you, 
challenge you, and take you on a 
magical journey to France.

Celebrating three decades of 
French cinema
By Clare Coulter  

“We see this edition of the festival 
being a significant contributor to the 
revival of the cinematic experience.

“There is nothing quite like the 
magic of cinema, when the lights go 
down and the audience is instantly 
bound together with the freedom to 
dream, laugh, and cry.”

Glamour, black comedy, romance, 
and history feature in this year’s 
line-up, which will show 42 different 
feature films and documentaries.

Tickets for the films, showing at Palace 
Cinemas on James St and at the Barracks, 
are available at affrenchfilmfestival.org

Little Nicholas’ Treasure at the 33rd French Film Festival in Brisbane.

DOCKSITE AMITY TOWER
2/35 Ferry Street, Kangaroo Point, QLD 4169

tel. 07 39242711 

The Queensland Freemasons 
will present a recital of Antonio 
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons in 
the Grand Hall of the Masonic 
Centre on Sunday, May 8, to 
raise funds for youth mental 
health foundation headspace. 

The charity concert will 
begin at 3pm and be performed 
by soloist Robert Smith and 
accompanied by Sinfonia of 
Saint Andrew’s orchestra. 

Vivaldi’s concertos were a 
revolution in music at the time; 
in them, he represented flowing 
creeks, singing birds, a shepherd 
and his barking dog, buzzing 
flies, and warm winter fires.

Queensland Freemason 
charity Hand Heart Pocket will 
manage raised funds and donate 
a portion to headspace who said 
it will use the money to assist 
youth in distressed situations. 

Headspace centres operates in 
metro, regional and rural areas, 
supporting young Australians and 
their families to be mentally healthy 

Concert for mental health 
By Clare Coulter  

and engaged in their communities. 
Recital attendees are invited 

to gather later for a glass of 
champagne and canapes. 

headspace  experts can help with 
mental and physical health, alcohol 
and drugs. Visits are free and 
confidential.

Visit eventbrite.com.au/e/baroque-
charity-concert-in-the-heart-of-
freemasonry-tickets-230147225547

http://affrenchfilmfestival.org
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/baroque-charity-concert-in-the-heart-of-freemasonry-tickets-230147225547
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/baroque-charity-concert-in-the-heart-of-freemasonry-tickets-230147225547
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/baroque-charity-concert-in-the-heart-of-freemasonry-tickets-230147225547
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Dr Rebecca Won (’99)
Specialist  

Plastic Surgeon 

REGISTER ONLINE

OPEN DAY  
Saturday 5 March | 9.30am–12.30pm  

Imagine your future... 
St Margaret’sat

PRE-PREP – YEAR 12 | BOARDING YEARS 5–12

www.stmargarets.qld.edu.au  
T: (07) 3862 0777•11 Petrie Street Ascot QLD 4007 

St Margaret’s School Council Ltd ABN: 69069684019 CRICOS Code: 00511K
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For families who have experienced 
the grief of losing a child, acts 
of remembrance serve as a 
special way to acknowledge 
the life of their loved one.  

The Compassionate Friends 
Queensland (TCFQ) invites those 
who have lost a child to join its 
annual Walk to Remember at 
New Farm Park on March 20. 

The walk is an opportunity 
for families to “remember and 

Walking to 
remember
By Clare Coulter 

celebrate” their children’s lives and 
to connect with other bereaved 
parents, siblings, and grandparents. 

Family and friends are encouraged 
to bring a photo of their loved one, 
to wear a personalised T-shirt with 
their photograph, and to accessorise 
with their favourite colour. 

Opening formalities will start at 
9.45am, with the gentle walk starting 
at 10.15am and going for 30 minutes. 
A sausage sizzle and refreshments 
will be provided, but families should 
bring extra food, hats, chairs, and 
activities for young children. 

Visit compassionatefriendsqld.org.
au/march-2022-walk-to-remember/ 
or email admin@tcfqld.org.au

Remember loved ones at New Farm Park this March.

LET’S BREAK THE BIAS 
The Female Founders Imapct 
Program will be presenting a free 
morning tea event to celebrate 
International Women’s Day this year 
on March 8. Starting at 9:00am at 
The Precinct in Fortitude Valley, the 
morning tea will feature a panel of 
successful female founders. Register 
now to help #BreakTheBias. 

Visit eventbrite.com.au/e/
herstory-an-iwd-event-presented-
by-the-female-founders-impact-
program-tickets-223037008697

GET OUT YOUR GREEN 
Brisbane’s annual St Patrick’s Day 
Parade will be held on March 12 
at 10:30am and will start outside 
the Botanic Gardens. It is sure 
to be a day of fun and festivities 
with live music and market stalls 
offering food, drinks, and drafts 
from 8:00am in the morning, so 
mark the date in your calendar 
and get out your green.   

Visit brisbaneirishfestival.com.au/ 

BRING ON BRISASIA 
This year’s BrisAsia Fashion Festival 
will take place on March 25 at the 
Fortitude Music Hall. Kicking off at 
5.00pm, the event will showcase 
some incredible local Asian and 
Indigenous designers. There will 
be a party after the program 
with included drinks, so why 
not buy a ticket and be a part of 
Brisbane’s evolving cultural story. 

Visit brisbane.qld.gov.au/whats-
on-and-events/event/postponed-
brisasia-fashion-festival-156939281 

HERE COMES THE BRIDE 
Brides and grooms-to-be, listen up. 
Wedding Expos Australia will hold 
their annual expo in Brisbane on 
March 27 at 10:00am in the Brisbane 
Showgrounds. With over 100 vendors 
showcasing things from flowers to 
bridal gowns to wedding cakes, this 
free event is sure to surpass all of 
your wildest wedding-related dreams. 

Visit weddingexposaustralia.com/
brisbane-wedding-expo-showgrounds/  

WHAT'S ON  By Clare Coulter

http://compassionatefriendsqld.org.au/march-2022-walk-to-remember/
http://compassionatefriendsqld.org.au/march-2022-walk-to-remember/
mailto:admin@tcfqld.org.au
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/herstory-an-iwd-event-presented-by-the-female-founders-impact-program-tickets-223037008697
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/herstory-an-iwd-event-presented-by-the-female-founders-impact-program-tickets-223037008697
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/herstory-an-iwd-event-presented-by-the-female-founders-impact-program-tickets-223037008697
http://eventbrite.com.au/e/herstory-an-iwd-event-presented-by-the-female-founders-impact-program-tickets-223037008697
http://brisbaneirishfestival.com.au/
http://brisbane.qld.gov.au/whats-on-and-events/event/postponed-brisasia-fashion-festival-156939281
http://brisbane.qld.gov.au/whats-on-and-events/event/postponed-brisasia-fashion-festival-156939281
http://brisbane.qld.gov.au/whats-on-and-events/event/postponed-brisasia-fashion-festival-156939281
http://weddingexposaustralia.com/brisbane-wedding-expo-showgrounds/
http://weddingexposaustralia.com/brisbane-wedding-expo-showgrounds/
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The Teneriffe Festival returns 
Saturday, May 28, in a celebration 
of community, local business, good 
food, drinks, and entertainment. 

Hosted by Goodwill Projects and 
lots of passionate professionals, the 
annual event is now in its 12th year. 

“We just couldn’t wait a whole 
year to get our festival groove 
on,” Goodwill Projects managing 
director Mark Power said.

“The Teneriffe Festival is going 
to be bigger and better than ever, 
with the very best local arts, beats 
and eats the suburb has to offer.”

Iconic local restaurants like Dalgety 
2.0 Public House and Siffredi’s will 
be serving up signature dishes and 
exclusive offerings, while festival 
favourite The Riverside Wine Garden 
is returning, with live jazz music, 
spectacular waterfront views and an 
extensive international wine list. 

Lots of family and children’s 
events feature in this year’s program, 
including world-class entertainment 
and street acts, community groups 
and an exciting kids’ zone. 

Soak up the fun at Teneriffe Festival 
By Izzy Clark  

“Music-lovers, put on your dancing 
shoes and be set to boogie along to 
some of Australia’s most amazing 
live music,” Mr Power said.

“Drinks will be flowing, delicious 
food will be plentiful and with over 
100 market stalls to explore, get 
ready to dust off your favourite 
festival outfit and save the date.”

Last year, the Teneriffe festival 
hosted its biggest event yet, with 
40,000 people turning out across the 

day-long event, and reaching more 
than 320,000 people on social media.

The festival champions local 
talent and the artist line-up is 
specifically curated by the local  
music venue The Triffid.

Teneriffe Festival is on Vernon 
Tce, Teneriffe, from 10am-9pm.

Tickets are on sale now at online 
at teneriffefestival.org 

The festival will have more than 100 market stalls and all-day entertainment.

INVITE TO SPONSORS 
Festival organisers say they are 
now on the lookout for potential 
sponsors for the Teneriffe event. 

Business benefits greatly from the 
capacity crowd, who enjoy live music and 
entertainment, great food and drinks and 
the party and cultural atmosphere.

Last year, the festival provided 
1000 days of employment to the local 
hospitality and arts industry employees, 
contributed about $860,000 investment 
into the local community and donated 
more than $75,000 back into Teneriffe 
good causes.

Event partners included Brisbane 
Airport Corporation, Green Beacon, 
Energex, Brisbane City Council, The 
Triffid and My Village News.

The event will feature a day-long music 
and entertainment line-up and the best of 
SEQ’s food trucks.

The family-fun street party also 
offers historical displays and an array 
of artisan market stalls. 

The Teneriffe Festival was conceived 
after Brisbane’s inner-city area of 
Teneriffe was officially named a 
suburb in 2010.

To get involved in the 2022 Teneriffe 
Festival, contact the team at 
events@goodwillprojects.com.au 

enter tainment

http://teneriffefestival.org
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speech pathology

e: enquiries@speech-pathologists.com.au

speech sounds + clarity
listening + understanding
reading + spelling
phonemic awareness
expressive language
stuttering
adults + children
reading readiness  

dimity williams
t: 0413 307 167

sayso

Corporate House, Gasworks Plaza. Lobby 1, Level 2, 76 Skyring Tce, Newstead Q
sambanisfamilylaw.com.auBook your appointment on 3171 2229

Sat 5 Mar 2022  
1.30pm & 7.30pm

QSO.COM.AU/HP5
Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre

WIZARDING WORLD and all related trademarks, characters, names, and indicia are © & ™ Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Publishing Rights © JKR. (s21)

For more than 35 years, The 
Australian String Quartet (ASQ) 
has played unforgettable string 
quartet performances for national 
and international audiences. 

On April 13, ASQ will bring its 
symphony of sound to Brisbane 
Powerhouse, featuring works from 
Beethoven and Britten, and a  
world premiere from composer  
David Paterson.

In this musically rich and  
demanding program, ASQ will span 
music from three centuries, opening 
the concert with Britten’s Three 
Divertimenti for String Quartet. 

“This often brooding piece is a 
sharp, brilliant set of three short 
character pieces that showcase  
ASQ’s extraordinary breadth of 
musical tone and texture,” an ASQ 
spokesperson said.

Music lovers will be treated to 
an ASQ-commissioned work by 

Symphony 
of sound at 
Powerhouse
By Rob Mellett 

Australian composer Paterson, 
before the highlight of the evening, 
Beethoven’s third and final 
Razumovsky Quartet.

Thought of as one of Beethoven’s 
most brilliant compositions, its 
triumphant final movement  has earned 
it the nickname Eroica (Heroic).

Show 7.30pm, Tickets $55. 
Visit brisbanepowerhouse.org/
whats-on/event/australian-
string-quartet-in-concert

*Commissioned by the Australian String Quartet  
with the support of Michael Rowe and Bernard Ryan 
in celebration of the birthday of Patricia Davidson.

Dale Barltrop, Francesca Hiew, Chris Cartlidge, and Michael Dahlenburg. Photo by Polyphonic Pictures.

THE PROGRAM
BENJAMIN BRITTEN (1913-1976) 
Three Divertimenti

DAVID PATERSON 
String Quartet No.1* (world premiere)

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770-1827) 
String Quartet in C Major, 
Op.59 No.3, Razumovsky

GingerCloud Foundation will hold 
its inaugural black-tie charity Gala 
Ball on Saturday, March 26, at The 
Warehouse, Fortitude Valley. 

The event includes canapes, 
champagne on arrival, supper with 
drinks package, a live band, guest 
speakers, an auction and raffle prizes.

Megan and Anthony Elliott 
founded GingerCloud in 2014 to 
support young people living with 
learning and perceptual disabilities. 

“We had been asking ourselves how 
we could create a world where girls, 
boys and young adults with learning 
and perceptual disabilities could live 
their best life, where their individual 
successes would be celebrated, 
no matter how large or small,” 
managing director Mrs Elliott said. 

She said GingerCloud Foundation 
takes the focus off disability and 
allows the community to see what 
these young people can do.

Tickets at fundraise.gingercloud.org/
event/gingercloud-foundation-gala-ball

Black-tie 
charity gala
By Clare Coulter 

http://brisbanepowerhouse.org/whats-on/event/australian-string-quartet-in-concert
http://brisbanepowerhouse.org/whats-on/event/australian-string-quartet-in-concert
http://brisbanepowerhouse.org/whats-on/event/australian-string-quartet-in-concert
http://fundraise.gingercloud.org/event/gingercloud-foundation-gala-ball
http://fundraise.gingercloud.org/event/gingercloud-foundation-gala-ball
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You can almost hear the crackle 
of static electricity as the Prince 
of Polyester prepares to sashay 
into town this April for his Viva 
Bob Vegas retro-lounge shows.

Promising an “hilarious evening 
of wild comedy and classic hits”, 
the ever-youthful Bob Downe 
said Brisbane continues to be one 
of his favourite cities to play.

“I simply can’t wait – I just 
hope I can find a park,” he said.

“I will be staying in my faithful 
Leyland P-76. There’s plenty of room 
in the boot, and it saves money.”

Describing his fashion sense 
as “timeless, endless, clueless”, 
Downe said he remains true 
to his trademark style.

“You can’t discard polyester,”  
he said.

“It will last millennia – long 
after human civilisation is 
but a dim memory. 

“San Francisco and the 
surrounding towns have the world’s 
greatest retro-clothing stores. But, 
of course, I always get there first –  
so forget even trying to find them.”

Downe hit our TV screens in 
the mid-’80s, soon becoming a 
well-known face on Australian 
and British TV, and playing to 
acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe, 
Adelaide Cabaret Festival, 
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival and Sydney Mardi Gras.

In 1993, Downe and Liverpudlian 
drag queen Lily Savage debuted 
their Torvill and Dean-style 
comic ice-ballet routine at 
the London Palladium.

“I certainly miss working with Lily. 
She’s an inspiration. I didn’t even 
know I could ice skate,” he said.

His ’90s show The Bob Downe 

BrisVegas show for Prince 
of Polyester
By Rob Mellett 

Special was also a big hit; his most 
memorable guest an icon of stage  
and screen.

“I remember the late, great 
Anthony Newley whispering ‘you’ve 
really got it (sigh) in my ear as the 
show wrapped up’.” Downe said.

He said years of high-energy stage 
shows have helped keep him fit and 
young, and that his famous platinum-
blond “do” is still all his own.

The only “work” Downe said he 
remembers having done is “when 
the plumber came round to fix a 
leaky pipe under the kitchen sink”.

As for onstage technical 
wizardry at the upcoming shows, 
Downe said Viva Bob Vegas 
will be 100 per cent Bob.

“Autotune? How. Very. Dare. You. 
I do admit, though, I sometimes 
need crampons for some of 
those higher notes,” he said.

“But, seriously, I can’t 
wait to see you all.

“It will be a great show of jazz 
tunes and sparkling comedy, with 
a fabulous guest singer in Shauna 
Jensen, my gorgeous burlesque 
gals, Cello and Frenchie, and 
my marvellous live band.”

Viva Bob Vegas at Twelfth 
Night Theatre, Bowen Hills, for 
two shows only, on Saturday, 
April 9 and April 10.

Book on 3252 5122 or visit 
premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/
show.aspx?sh=BOBVEGAS21

Don’t miss Bob Downe at Twelfth Night 
Theatre, Bowen Hills.

 

COUNCIL 
CONNECTIONS

Cr Vicki Howard – Central Ward 
P: 3403 0254 
E: central.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au

Cr David McLachlan - Hamilton Ward
P: 3403 1095
E: hamilton.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au 

$5 MILLION RELIEF PACKAGE
We’ve heard the concerns of business owners and community 
groups about the impact on their activities from the spread of 
COVID-19.

So we’ve waived millions of dollars in fees, rents and charges 
for the first quarter of 2022 to help these local sectors out.

Our $5 million relief package will benefit more than 5000 
businesses and community groups who will have a range of 
fees and charges waived for the first three months of this year.

We’ve come so far in the past two years and as a community 
we should be proud of the way we’ve dealt with this pandemic 
and supported each other.

This relief package follows the more than $58 million our 
Council injected into the COVID rescue and recovery efforts 
for businesses, community groups and residents.

PARK PLANS
An upgraded park is coming to Morse Street, Fortitude Valley 
to make it a more welcoming green space for residents to enjoy.

From new turf and garden beds to benches and bins our 
investment in this pocket park will create a much more 
usable space.

These improvements will get underway in March, so be sure  
to stop by and enjoy the new space.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Mark the date in the calendar, Sunday 6 March is  
Clean Up Australia Day.

This day is a highlight on the city’s calendar as volunteers 
come together to keep Brisbane clean and green.

We are hosting events right across Brisbane, including New 
Farm Park and Victoria Park Spring Hill.

It’s time to step up to clean up, so come along with your 
family, friends or colleagues to collect some little and keep our 
special part of Brisbane looking beautiful.

For more details on events visit www.vickihoward.com

http://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=BOBVEGAS21
http://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=BOBVEGAS21


30

V

M Y V I L L AG E  N EWS | PENINSUL A

proper ty

116 HEAL STREET, NEW FARM

Quintessential  
Modern Queenslander

PENINSULA
proper ty



proper ty

                    Still Firing
For all of us it feels like 2022 is off to a flying start, with schools now back, 
international borders open and to a large extent life returning to normal. Many news outlets are 
reporting that days on market (the metric for how long properties take to sell, an indicator of demand 
and accurate pricing) are getting longer and that price growth is softening. Contrary to some media 
commentary, in the property market, things continue to be stratospheric.

The reported slowdown is not reflected in Ray White’s data. In every capital city Ray White saw 
better price growth conditions in the final quarter of 2021 than they did in the previous quarter. 
January 2022 was even stronger than January 2021, up 20 per cent on last year, which was already a 
record year for property. 

It may not always feel like it, but Brisbane remains comparably affordable. When interstate and 
international buyers look at how far their money goes in Queensland and the quality of life that 
affords them, many are jumping at the chance. Not just owner-occupiers though, many investors are 
attracted to the strong growth in prices and rents. Add to this the evolving perception of Brisbane as 
not just a provincial capital but a genuine international player, home to increasing industry and the 
future Olympic games it’s hard to see how this trend won’t continue. 

So what could change things? Interest rates and a Federal election might dampen markets. Lending 
criteria has tightened, there’s an affordability inquiry currently being undertaken by the Federal 
Government and a growing realisation the days of very cheap finance are limited. Anecdotally we are 
hearing that many buyers have had to reapply for preapproval as they were unable to secure a 
property within the timeframe, with some buyers being negatively impacted by tightening criteria. 

The only thing that we can say for certain is the heat at which the market has been appreciating will 
have to cool at some point, the only question is when?  So when should you sell, no one has a crystal 
ball but if your not a risk taker my advice is right now the prices are the fullest we have ever seen and 
with the unknowns that could be over the next 12-24 months, there has simply never been a better 
time to capatilise on the growth and secure your return.

Karla Lynch
Sales & Marketing Consultant
Ray White New Farm
0447 384 908
k.lynch@raywhite.com

0447 384 908
k.lynch@raywhite.com

raywhitenewfarm.com.au
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Team Tom Lyne
Achieving great results for the peninsula 

Driven by an influx of interstate migration, newcomers to the city trended at its highest record since 2007. 
Enticed not only by the balmy Brisbane lifestyle, major contributing factors to this upward trend included diverse 
housing affordability in comparison to southern states; new supply of infrastructure and job opportunities; 
first-home buyer incentives; and increasing flexibility in working conditions. 

Rolling on from several deals transacted over the Christmas holidays, the year has been off to a flying start for 
the New Farm peninsula. However, stock levels remain tight and buyer demand is at an all time high resulting 
in a further decrease in days on market. Today’s property market is unlike any other and is underpinned by 
many factors. If you’re thinking of making a move, please do not hesitate to reach out.

35 Abbott Street, New Farm
$3,200,000 

5 Chermside Street, Teneriffe
$2,055,000 

20 Griffith Street, New Farm
$2,500,000 

Sold Sold Sold

509-515 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley 
$2,800,000

6/38 Elystan Road, New Farm
$1,125,000

11/170 Bowen Terrace, New Farm
$7,000,000 

1-6/598 Lower Bowen Terrace, New Farm 
$545,000 - $1,100,000

7 Hawthorne Street, New Farm 
$2,765,000

26 Hickey Street, New Farm
$1,620,000 

602 Lower Bowen Terrace, New Farm
$3,800,000 

Sold Sold Sold

Sold Sold

Sold Sold

1/160 Oxlade Drive, New Farm
$3,450,000 

Sold

112 Moray Street, New Farm
Auction 12th March, onsite at 2pm  

Tom Lyne
0423 696 862 
tom.lyne@raywhite.com

116 Heal Street, New Farm
Offers over $3,000,000 

Sale Sale

93 Kent Street, New Farm
$1,520,000 

Sold

@teamtomlyne    Tom Lyne   Tom Lyne - Ray White 
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Scott Darwon
Ray White Bulimba
0401 151 090
scott.darwon@raywhite.com

raywhitebulimba.com.au

“Advice that Gives 
 Advantage.”

12 BEESTON STREET, TENERIFFE
$3,400,000

65-69 CLAY STREET, NEW FARM
$2,200,000

SOLD 

 Off-Market Block Of Flats
 New Farm

SOLD SOLD 

59 Chermside Street, Teneriffe
$3,000,000

16 Midvale Lane, Teneriffe
$2,240,000

SOLD 

 29/19 Dixon Street, New Farm
$750,000

SOLD SOLD 

$15,340,000 Worth of 4005 Sales in 2022
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Ivo Kornel 0412 301 439

989 Brunswick Street, New Farm

SOLD Under The Hammer... $3,135,000

64property.com.au

With 7 people registered on the day to throw paddles in the air, it became a battle of
the bidders as 2 fought it out for this prime position located next to The Bowls Club &

across from New Farm Park.
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And so does having an inspirational, optimistic, achiever to energise your real
estate sales campaign... 

 
We welcome Deborah Barbi to the team

 
Many of you will have witnessed her stellar career spanning over 20 years

selling real estate locally in New Farm and the surrounding areas.
 

With her family having called New Farm home for over 45 years and a local
resident herself, Deborah has a real passion and understanding of our area.

Deborah is your locally grown premier housing and luxury apartment
specialist in New Farm and Teneriffe.

 
Experience | Service | Results

 
Call Deborah today to discuss how she can help you live your Best Life

 0418 873 500
 

Experience Matters

Anthony Oddo
Sales Agent

0430 028 254

Beth Leach
Principal & Founder

0414 770 956

Gabriel Kennedy
Sales Agent
0403 551 381

Margot Gray
Executive Assistant

 



Newstead’s No. 1 Agent & Agency  
Two Years in a Row! 

We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded as THE BEST in Newstead for a second year in a row! 
Our amazing Principal Sharon Campbell once again took out the top place for “Agent of the Year for Newstead” and we also retained  

our status as the “Agency of the Year for Newstead”. We are truly honoured by these awards and will continue to deliver nothing  

but the best for all our clients. Enclave Property Group have sold and listed more properties than ANY other agency in Newstead  

in the last 3 years, with a higher total sales value. We also take this opportunity to thank our amazing clients for your constant  

support and loyalty since we began the Enclave journey in 2018. 

List your property with Newstead’s leading sales team on 07 3252 2600 
info@enclavepropertygroup.com.au  |  3/48 Skyring Terrace, Newstead

enclavepropertygroup.com.au



0
Days on 
Market

$0
Marketing

Spend

SOLD
Record

Sale

$9,058
Per Square 

Meter

NEW FARM
House Average

DAYS ON MARKET
112 Days

Average Sale Price
$2,150,000

RISSMAN
House Average

DAYS ON MARKET
16 Days

Average Sale Price
$2,690,300

THE STORY OF

15 Bailey St
NEW FARM



Sorry, that this page is empty.

It’s just what happens when you’ve sold and leased almost everything.

We understand that you probably don’t want to read about our record prices, 
recent sold and leased properties, glowing client testimonials or see our 
glamorous mug shots. It’s all on our website anyway.

Okay, now that we’re on the same page, let’s talk.

phone
email 
web

1800 966 014
hello@hodgeea.com.au 
hodgeestateagents.com.au

Oh yeah, we’ve rebranded. We were formerly Henry Hodge Real Estate.



Discover your own 
 island in the sky.

C O M I N G  S O O N

In 2022, apartment living reaches a new pinnacle at Waterfront Newstead.  
Immersed in nature and reaching skyward, this is Isle Waterfront  

Newstead by Mirvac.

Private sanctuaries await with sophisticated one, two and three  
bedroom apartments. Available to a select few are truly opulent  

three and four bedroom pavilions and penthouses.

F O R  E X C L U S I V E  A C C E S S ,  R E G I S T E R  N O W 
I S L E . M I R V A C . C O M

Artist impression indicative only and subject to change


