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“We will look for buyers for
the remaining ferries in the hope
they may be restored,” Lord
Mayor Adrian Schrinner said.

Report doesn’t come cheap

MIKE O’CONNOR
mikeatunison@icloud.com

Sad end for grim ferry tale
Want to own your very own
Brisbane City Council ferry?
You have two to choose from following
a council decision to scrap its plans to
restore all three of the vessels which
have plied the river for decades.
When they were taken out of service
for maintenance, assurances were
given that they would be returned
to service. Cynics suggested that
in spite of their status as River City
icons, they would quietly disappear
because of the upkeep costs.
Then along came the floods, and
guess what? Because the size of
the council’s repair bill following
our latest weather event, plans to
restore two of three ferries have been
abandoned and they will be sold.

Every cloud, and there have been
plenty this year, is said to have a
silver lining and so it transpired
for former state governor Paul
de Jersey who was tasked by
Cr Schrinner with writing the
2022 Brisbane Flood Review.
The review made a number of
recommendations (see Page 6)
but did not come without cost.
with council documents revealing
Mr de Jersey was paid $220,000
for preparing the report while his
offsider picked up a lazy $200,000.
The report took six weeks to
compile. Nice work if you can get it.

No place for aggressive dogs
While belonging to the non-dog
owning minority in our community,
I am quite fond of woofers and
would have thought the banning of
pronged collars and plans by the
State Government to impose hefty
fines for their use a good thing.
Not so the Professional Dog Trainers
of Australia’s president Steve Courtney,
who says the proposed animal

protection laws would result in more
dogs being put down and an increase in
humans killed in vicious attacks.
Under the proposed legislation,
someone found with a prong collar
can be fined $4135, with a penalty
of $13,785 for actually using one.
Mr Courtney said the collars were
effective and humane training tools
for dogs with behavioural issues.
How about banning aggressive
breeds completely. They have no
place in an urban environment.

Evans failed by Canberra
We should wish defeated Liberal Party
member for Brisbane Trevor Evans all
the best in his future endeavours.
Whatever your political views, it
can be said that Trevor did his best
for the electorate. Had he received
more support from his colleagues in
Canberra in his attempts to alleviate
aircraft noise following the opening
of the second runway, he might have
fared better.
One thing is certain – the issue
remains a simmering hotbed of
discontent in the neighbourhood.
The political winds are shifting,
bad news for airport operators and
air traffic control authorities who are
accustomed to treating the public
with disdain.

Review forsakes curfew idea
On that very issue, a report
commissioned by the Brimback
Council in Melbourne has found that
a proposed third runway in that city
could impact sleeping patterns, leading
to increased rates of cardiovascular
disease, while also affecting
children’s cognitive development.
It recommends a curfew between
11pm-6am, similar to that in place at
Sydney Airport.
Meanwhile, the results of the
alternative flight paths over
Brisbane which have allegedly
been in operation since February
after a review by consultants Trax
International and the resultant noise
levels are set to be released to the
public in June.
Community workshops are
scheduled to be held later this year
by Airservices to discuss “potential
improvement opportunities”.
It is worth noting that Airservices
did not ask Trax to investigate
the “potential improvement
opportunities” that a curfew
would create.

Have your say Email us at
editorial@myvillagenews.com.au

NEXT BOOKING DEADLINE FRIDAY 17TH JUNE
A LOCAL MAGAZINE FOR NEW FARM, TENERIFFE, NEWSTEAD, FORTITUDE
VALLEY, BOWEN HILLS, K ANGAROO POINT, SPRING HILL & PETRIE BIGHT.
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IGA Marketplace New Farm’s renovations are complete!

With a new look store, warm service and great product range, IGA Marketplace New Farm is the place to shop
The moment you set foot inside IGA Marketplace New Farm on Brunswick Street, you can feel the difference. From the warm and inviting
ambience of their newly renovated store to the welcoming staff that pride themselves on exceptional customer service with a smile, it’s
all about the friendly, personalised customer service that sets them apart from the other larger supermarket chains. Offering the widest
range in the local community, customers will find all of their favourite brands throughout the aisles, as well as an array of gourmet offerings,
delicatessen, quality flowers, huge meat range, bulk foods dispensary as well as local sweet treats at competitive prices - making it a one stop
shop for locals. Proud to support our local growers and producers, IGA Marketplace sources local ranges wherever possible including New
Farm Confectionery! If they don’t stock a particular product you are looking for, they will order it in for you. They also have large range of
organic, vegan and gluten free products.
Open from 6am to midnight, with plenty of car parking, IGA Marketplace also provides online
shopping so you can select all your favourite products and have them home delivered or take
advantage of the click and collect service, perfect for busy families.
Become a Marketplace Member and take home fantastic weekly savings storewide while
supporting your nominated community group. There are also some great competitions for
locals to enter throughout the year. Visit IGA Marketplace New Farm today and experience the
difference for yourself.
Acting store manager Oscar is always delighted to play his part in the tight-knit community and
is passionate about exemplary customer service. “Our team want to go that extra mile for our
customers,” Oscar says. “Whether it’s a friendly smile and a ‘hello’ when they enter the store, going
out of their way to ensure they find a product the customer is looking for or just being there to offer
friendly advice and assistance when needed, it’s about making the customers feel at home. “Our
customers just love shopping here. Whether they’re here for groceries, gourmet treats, flowers or
lunch-on-the-go, our aim is to provide an exceptional experience every time they shop with us,’ he
says.
Drop by the Marketplace and experience the difference and newly renovated store for yourself.

EXPERIENCE
IGA MAR KETPL ACE
N E W FA R M
• Plenty of car parking

572 BRUNSWICK ST, NEW FARM
(07) 3254 1155 • igamarketplace.com.au

•

Aisles filled with your favourite grocery brands

•

Fresh local produce

•

Extensive, quality meat range

•

Huge vegan, organic and gluten-free range

•

Gourmet Deli with fresh meal options

•

Campbell & Bradley Flowers

•

Home delivery and click and collect available

•

Marketplace Member Program

•

Bulk foods dispensary

OPEN 6AM-MIDNIGHT • 365 DAYS
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Pindari buy-up a win for all, principal says
By Rob Mellett
The principal of one of the city’s elite
schools says its recent purchase of a
former Salvation Army crisis shelter is
a “win-win for everybody concerned”.
“It’s a strategic decision; the
grandkids, great-grandkids and
great-great-grandkids of Terrace
families will benefit,” St Joseph’s
College, Gregory Terrace Principal
Michael Carroll (pictured) said.
Terrace recently bought the sixstorey Pindari building, in Quarry St,
Spring Hill, for an unknown sum.
“This purchase is about enhancing
facilities, it is not to increase the size
of the school. We are looking not at
2022, but at our future in 2042 and
’52,” Dr Carroll said.
“Terrace is not putting another
500 kids in the place, it’s to provide
additional, more modern facilities.”
Dr Carroll said Terrace was still
working out how best to maximise
Pindari’s usage, which comprises
3600 square metres of land and
recreation space.
“Certainly, music is one area in
which we need to provide better
facilities,” he said.

“This acquisition is as important to
us as the redevelopment of our Yr 10
Waterford Place building was all those
years ago.”
The Terrace principal said internal
works are on the cards for Pindari.
“Pindari is pretty sad inside. The
Salvation Army hasn’t had any people
in the place for about three years now
so there is a fair bit of remodelling to
do internally,” he said.
“But the building is a solid, strong
structure built on rock; you could
probably let off an atomic bomb
inside and it would still be standing.”
Dr Carroll said he envisioned
vehicle and foot traffic would reduce
as Pindari has connectivity to the
Waterford building.

“Most likely our Yr 9s will go
into Pindari and that will decrease
concentrations of students and
traffic,” Dr Carroll said.
“When you combine the grammar
schools and Brisbane Central State
School, there can be plenty of traffic
building up between 3pm-3.30pm.”
Spring Hill Community Group
spokesperson Neil Peach said
the community group is keen to
understand how Terrace will utilise
the Pindari purchase.
“It is a positive thing that the
school has been able to secure a
site adjoining an existing one,”
Dr Peach said.
“And, from our point of view, the
purchase should increase the likelihood
of safe movement of people.
“We will seek to understand what
this means for pupil growth.”
Meanwhile, the final decision remains
forthcoming on Terrace’s fast-tracked
Ministerial Infrastructure Designation
(MID), which was amended earlier
this year after feedback from the
community and the State Planning
Department. It now accounts for
the construction of one building at
Waterford Place II, 184 St Pauls Tce.

Awareness
day for rare
disease
By Izzy Clark
June 29 marks World Scleroderma
Day, which aims to raise awareness
of this rare autoimmune disease.
Local resident Beth Leach, who is
on the board of Scleroderma Qld,
said about 5000 people in Australia
suffer from scleroderma, three of
them (including Ms Leach) living
at New Farm and Teneriffe.
A typical symptom of scleroderma
features the hardening and tightening
of skin. The disease affects the
small blood vessels in the body,
causing them to narrow, thicken
and restrict blood flow.
Limited scleroderma sufferer, Ms
Leach said she gets cold, stiff fingers
and minor symptoms visible on her face.
Ms Leach aims to raise the profile
of the disease by raising money to
fund research and find a cure.
Awareness booths will fundraise
with a $1200 raffle at Merthyr Village
Shopping Centre, from June 18-24.
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Flood report cold comfort

Amare
BY WALLACE BISHOP

By Mike O’Connor
Changes to planning laws and
financial incentives to convince body
corporates and developers to shift
utilities services such as electricity
switchboards from basements to
make residents more able to cope
with future floods are among the
principal recommendations of the
2022 Brisbane Flood Review.
Commissioned by the Brisbane
City Council and carried out by
former Queensland Governor Paul de
Jersey it makes 37 recommendations,
all of which the council has said it will
implement.
The report is critical of the
council’s text message alert system
which reached only 14 per cent
of Brisbane residents and the
cancellation of the volunteer cleanup “Mud Army” because of a state
government “stay at home” order.
Add to that an inadequate number
of backflow prevention devices and
the confusion caused by differing
tweets from the council, Facebook
and local MPs and you have a picture
of what unfolded.
A total of 23,400 properties in 177
suburbs were impacted which was
almost double the number affected
by the 2011 floods.
The report found that Brisbane
needed more than two evacuation
centres for natural disasters and
recommended the Voluntary Home
Purchase Scheme be re-instated
subject to federal and state funding.
De Jersey also recommended
changes to the City Plan regarding
the construction of private jetties
and made the self-evident finding
that council should in future look
at relocating its river ferry and

CityCat fleets from the river to a safe
anchorage during significant weather
events.
Council opposition leader Jared
Cassidy has said the council’s
warning system failed because of
contradictory statements about
river flooding and lack of information
about creek, over land flow and flash
flooding.

You don’t have to
be too clever to deal
with best- case scenarios
but worst- case scenarios
require planning and
foresight.

Cr Cassidy was also critical of the
report, saying it was flawed because
it had excluded input from residents.
De Jersey described the floods as
a ”worst-case scenario”. That may be
so but it showed the authorities have
learnt little from the past. You don’t
have to be too clever to deal with
best-case scenarios but worst-case
scenarios require planning
and foresight.
In their absence we got another
report and another promise to do
better next time. We will see.

Have
your say
If you were
impacted by
the floods.

Live Elegantly, Love Exceptionally

GIFT BOXES | CORPORATE GIFTS
SPECIAL OCCASSIONS | CHRISTMAS GIFTS

DISCOVER AMĀRE

Give the gift of Noosa

wallacebishop.com.au
@noosagiftco
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hello@noosagiftco.com.au

0421 515 499

T H E A L L- E L E C T R I C

LEXUS RZ

Overseas pre-production model shown.

A new era has begun for Lexus battery-electric vehicles (BEVs) and the
Lexus Electrified vision with the world premier of the all-new RZ 450e.
As Lexus’ first BEV built on a dedicated platform, the RZ heralds the
transition of Lexus into a BEV-centred brand.
The RZ helps Lexus move forward toward another
essential goal - the realisation of a sustainable global
society. Lexus will contribute to the realisation of a
carbon-neutral society by offering a full lineup of
BEVs in all categories by 2030.

VISIT LEXUS OF BRISBANE
2 James Street, Fortitude Valley
(07) 3620 8444 | www.lexusofbrisbane.com.au

DISCOVER
MORE
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STONE & WOOD BREWERY
FORTITUDE VALLEY
FRESH BEERS, GREAT FOOD, LIVE MUSIC.
Open 7 days
99 Bridge Street, Fortitude Valley

CONTACT

0476 446 336
brisbane@stoneandwood.com.au

Spring fair excitement
By Savaira Ratukula 	
Enjoy thrilling rides, fun activities,
delicious food, and live entertainment
when the Holy Spirit School Spring
Fair returns this September 11
for the first time in two years.
Spring Fair committee chairperson
Joanne Fricker said there is
“tremendous excitement” and strong
support for this year’s event.
Local sponsors are supporting
the fair with donations: Ray White
New Farm has provided a “zerocommission” prize for a home-seller,
Airgarden will provide event support
and a garden package donation, while
Merthyr Village has a $5000 shopping
spree to win in the raffle.
“The incredible New Farm
community spirit drives the success of
the local school fair,” Ms Fricker said.
Ray White New Farm has sponsored
the fair since 2006.
Co-principals of Ray White
New Farm Haesley Cush and Matt
Lancashire said the zero-commission
auction prizes have sold for more
than $90,000 in the past.
“The auctions have all the
excitement and tension of a classic

bidding battle,” Mr Cush said.
“That moment after the auction is
the most enjoyable moment of being
a sponsor.
“I still love calling the auction at
every fair for that reason.”
Mr Cush and Mr Lancashire
(pictured) had been “fringe sponsors”
of the fair until their own children
became of school age.
“We wanted to play a more active role
as parents and as local business owners
so with the invitation of the school we
became major sponsors,” Mr Cush said.
Funds raised at the fair will go towards
improving teaching resources, from
STEM through to new readers programs.
To be a sponsor or get involved, email
holyspiritschoolspringfair@gmail.com
or call Joanne Fricker on 0429 882 238.

COMET AUTOMOTIVE
Your Dealership Alternative

EST. 1993

Exceptional luxury car service for
European vehicles from the best
technicians using the latest technology.
Personalised service from an experienced
team who have worked exclusively with
European vehicles for almost 3 decades.
Built by word of mouth and praised from
more than 4000 faithful customers.
Book your service today.

3262 2422

36 Collingwood St, Albion | cometautomotive.com.au
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New app aims to keep
women safe on nights out

Highest award possible
for Scout

By Clare Coulter

By Clare Coulter

A team of passionate university
students is currently developing
a new location-sharing safety
app called Angela – created to
protect women on nights out.
Project founder Matthew Kairl
said he was spontaneously struck
by the idea, and received an
overwhelming reception on social
media to turn it into reality.
“I put a survey up on Facebook to
see if anyone would be interested, and
quickly received around 250 responses,
mostly from women,” Mr Kairl said.
“Reading the stories that were
submitted and the things that have
happened to these women on nights
out, all because they couldn’t access
help, made my blood curdle.
“The huge number of people ready
to talk about their negative experiences
was a firm signal that people were
interested, and it lit the fire for me
to actually start pushing the app.”
Angela has been designed with a
simple interface so users at pubs, clubs

and other social venues can quickly
access assistance from venue staff
when faced with danger.
Users can select the urgency of their
situation and specify their location in the
venue by clicking on a floorplan layout or
selecting from a drop-down menu.
“The app is now on TestFlight,
Apple’s app testing platform, and we
are aiming to have it finished in a few
months,” Mr Kairl said.
“We are leaving a good amount of
time to test the app so we can try out
every scenario and make sure it’s as
safe as possible.”
Mr Kairl and his team are also reaching
out to venues to get them on board.
“We are asking venues to be
associated with us and to help us run
tests,” he said.
“So far we have partnered with
the Red Room, Little Big House, and
Hotel Carrington in Fortitude Valley,
as well as the Royal Exchange Hotel in
Toowong and Redlands Sporting Club.”
If you run a venue and are
interested in joining Mr Kairl’s
project, visit angelasafety.com

A young leader from Brisbane
Central Scout Group has been
presented with the highest possible
award for his age group.
Harry Power, 11, met a long list
of badge requirements to achieve
the Grey Wolf Award, Scout Leader
Georgia Griffiths said.
“Harry met all requirements and
also attended a leadership course,”
Ms Griffiths said.
“At this age group, we try to
encourage everyone to go for the
award, but you really have to want it
to get to the final stages.
“Harry will get a certificate and a
badge that he can wear on his uniform
for the rest of his Scouting career.”
Ms Griffiths believes important life
skills and confidence are among the
most valuable things learned at Scouts.
“When Harry started with us, aged
eight, he was very shy but he tried his
best to participate in all the activities
and is now a totally different person,”
Ms Griffiths said.

Scout Harry Power with Scout Leader
Georgia Griffiths. Photo by Darko.

“He is an awesome leader, is very
inclusive of everyone, and is a really
hard worker.”
Group Leader Sue Johnson said it is
a great time to join Brisbane Central
Scout Group in what is its 10th
anniversary this year.
“We are always looking for new
members and particularly adults,” Ms
Johnson said.
“I never did Scouts when I was a kid,
but I happened to meet this group at a
sausage sizzle. I thought it would be a
bit of fun and joined up with my kids.
“I am now a group leader and
absolutely love it.”

We know the pressures of Covid, floods, fuel prices and the
challenges of working from home have made it hard for parents.
We have temporarily decreased our childcare fees to reduce the pressure on your budget.

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY AT BRISBANECITYCHILDCARE.COM.AU

IMAGINE
THE BEST

FROM
A LOW

$

94

PER
DAY

EVEN LESS WITH
GOVERNMENT
SUBSIDIES.

I MUST
TELL
I MUS
T T MY
ELLFRIENDS...
MY F R I END S . .
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A celebration of new and old
By Rob Mellett
Once known as the demolition
capital of Australia, Brisbane’s stateapproved vandalism reached its nadir
during the ’80s Joh Bjelke-Petersen
era, with the destruction of about 60
city buildings; the obliteration of the
Cloudland Dance Hall at Bowen Hills
and the Bellevue Hotel still disturbs
the cultural collective psyche.
But there are signs Brisbane
has learned from the past to find
a more measured approach in
preserving the built heritage.
An example of this is on the corner
of St Paul’s Terrace and Symes St,
where the final fitout on office tower
Jubilee Place is now winding down.
Design complexity at the Valley
location was complicated by the
twin road tunnels of the Clem 7
Motorway running directly below
the 14-storey tower and also the
proximity of the 134-year-old
heritage-listed Jubilee Hotel.
The diagrid exoskeleton structure
(that part-cantilevers over the
Jubilee Hotel) was seen as the best
design solution, ensuring that $200
million-plus Jubilee Place tower

ABOVE: The rooftop terrace with city views at Jubilee Place. LEFT: The 12-storey tower with the
Jubilee Hotel tucked under its cantilevered structure. Photos by CFJ.

has only four internal columns,
with most loads transferred
externally on shallow foundations.
Being restored to its former
glory, the huge program of
renovations at the pub will finish
in time for EKKA visitors to drop
in for a drink, with revellers set
to enjoy a 300-seat beer garden,
restaurant and onsite brewery.
Jubilee Place developer JGL
properties managing director John

Little Ducks
Little Ducks
Little
Ducks Childcare
Childcare
McLachlan Street
Childcare
NEW
FARM 55(300m
from James St)
• Educational excellence through the
power of play-based learning
• Nurturing and dedicated educators
• All inclusions
• Inspiring learning environments
• Government Approved Program
• STEM Program
• Physical Development & Pilates Program
• Sustainability Program
• Art Program

SESSIONS NOW AVAILABLE! PH

3252 1841

littleducks.com.au

Our Customer Promise
We will not just listen but HEAR you.
We will cater for YOUR needs.
We will use all our efforts and collective
knowledge to ensure YOU are well cared for!

General Health
Webster-Paks
PH. 07 3101 0871
10

Professional Pharmacists Advice
Prescriptions

Giftwares

SUITE 4, 16 THOMPSON ST, BOWEN HILLS
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Livingstone said the pub is “the jewel
in the crown of the entire project”.
“It’s an iconic Queensland
pub,” Mr Livingstone said.
“The original, exterior brickwork is
being brought back to life and we’ve
been busy renovating the timber and
reviving all the old features; some of
the old heritage is getting repurposed.
“The original stairs have stayed. It’s
a fascinating melding of old and new.
“The Jubilee Hotel will be
the place to be once again.”
Listed on the state heritage register
in 1992, the two-storey pub was built
for brewer William Gooley in 1887 and
designed by architect Richard Gailey.
And the theme to cherish our past
while celebrating the new continues
in the foyer of Jubilee Place itself,
where Ben Quilty, one of Australia's
most recognised living artists, has
created a 7m painting, composed
of a staggering 100kg of oil paint.
Quilty’s work, The Creek, Rorschach
After Streeton, 2021, pays homage to
artist Sir Arthur Streeton’s painting,
The Creek, 1925, in which Streeton
depicts a sun-baked landscape

and environmental degradation.
“A century on, Quilty’s
reinterpretation reflects Streeton’s
concerns and is a bold vision of the
Australian landscape,” Mr Livingstone
said.
“Quilty was the obvious choice given
his passion for social and environmental
issues. I think anything that can
promote awareness of environmental
sustainability in such a creative and
engaging way can be only a good thing.”
The Quilty commission was
conceived with the help of the directors
of two of Australia’s leading art
galleries, Philip Bacon and Jan Murphy.
Ms Murphy said Quilty saw the
opportunity to create “an immersive
environment for the contemplation of
his work”.
Jubilee Place was built by Besix
Watpac, designed by Blight Rayner,
and purchased by Credit Suisse Asset
Management Global Real Estate.
The tower has achieved a 6-Star
Green Star Design rating and is
targeting a 5 Star NABERS Energy
rating, 4 Star NABERS Water rating
and a Gold WELL Building Standard.
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Collaboration is key, says new
economic development boss
By Mike O’Connor
Anthony Ryan says that if life has
taught him one thing, it is that if
you tell people the solution to an
issue, they won’t embrace it.
Newly appointed as CEO of the
Brisbane City Council’s Brisbane
Economic Development Agency,
the issue for the former CEO of
Youngcare is to discover what
people think a prospectus for
Brisbane should look like.
“From my understanding we’ve
never really nailed a prospectus
that creates the value of what we’re
trying to promote Brisbane to be
and the people who can tell us what
should be in that prospectus are the
people who are already out there
doing business,” Mr Ryan says.
“There are so any opportunities
there that have not been thought of in
the past and that’s where I’m looking
at the moment. I’m meeting with a
lot of the decision makers around
town, the larger players, and saying
that this is the time to collaborate.
“I think in the past we’ve tried
to cannibalise ourselves and
compete and I don’t think we
need to compete. I think that if we
collaborate we can be stronger
together and develop opportunities
to really drive the Brisbane economy
and to be known as a city that’s
progressive and contemporary but
also willing to look after its own.
“Our city centre approach will
be about what we can offer here in
the CBD which is world class. We
have some of the best restaurants
and amazing retail sectors. It’s
about driving confidence.”
Born and bred in Brisbane and a
Gregory Terrace “old boy”, Mr Ryan
believes the cultural change which has
seen many former CBD employees
working from home is here to stay.
“How do we think differently to fill
those gaps? The answers will arise
from engagement. The businesses
within the CBD have been smashed
but we don’t know how they’re
doing unless we engage with them.
You can’t sit behind a desk and ring
somebody. You’ve got to get off your
backside speak and meet with them.
“I am working with who we believe
will be the important, innovative
leaders in Brisbane and seeking
their advice,” Mr Ryan says.

Mr Ryan sees leadership and
understanding as the real issues
in driving the city’s economic
growth. “What the city needs now
is presence. Rather than putting out
a survey and saying how are
you feeling, go and sit
down with the person
and hear their story.
You learn so much
Our city centre approach
more when you
will be about what we can offer
just sit down with
here in the CBD which is world
somebody. You
class. We have some of the
can read their
best
restaurants and amazing
body language
retail sectors. It’s about
and understand
driving confidence.
what is behind
the words.
“That’s what we
need to be doing. Not
just with small business
but with the big end of town.
"That will form the
strategy,” he said.
“We need to ask that when
Brisbane Economic Development Agency CEO Anthony Ryan, at the beach with
someone comes to our city,
one of his sons, Finlay, and sheepadoodle Nelson.
what will be the feeling that
they take home with them?
“I’m listening to what is being
said on a daily basis while forming
my own opinions and I keep coming
Andrew exudes a quiet
back to what I believe which is
confidence, warmth and
that collaboration is the key.
expertise to both audiences
“Leverage the opportunities
and clients when he discusses
that we’ve got. We have the PGA
the impact of untreated
in Brisbane for the next two years.
hearing loss on brain health.
It’s a great opportunity so what
As an independent,
else can we wrap around the PGA?
internationally regarded
In the past organisers of other
master of audiology, I trust
events have looked at that as
his advice implicitly.
competition. I’m saying the opposite
BRIAN JAMES
and ask how can we leverage off
that opportunity,” he says.
An accomplished athlete, Mr Ryan
once qualified for the Olympics
as a 400m runner but suffered an
injury before he could compete.
“I tore my hamstring and never
got the opportunity to run for my
THURSDAY 4TH AUGUST 5.30PM
UQ MEDICAL FACULTY HERSTON
country so I’m a huge Olympics fan.
What the Olympics can do is help
build infrastructure for a city that
Find out how untreated hearing loss affects
takes it to the next level, the next era
cognition. Attendees receive a free copy of
and create a platform from which to
Andrew’s book on Hearing & Brain Health.
reconsider what this city can be and
how we want to be seen in 10 years.
PLEASE SCAN QR CODE TO REGISTER
“It’s a period of reflection,
planning and growth and
Call 1300 418 852 for event queries or to make a
deciding what type of growth
booking with Andrew at his Ashgrove practice.
that we want,” he said.

“

”

Hearing & Brain Health Seminar

jun e ’ 22 | M Y V I L L AG E N EWS

11

V n e ws

village voice

CHRISTOPHER SWIFT

Wake up, sleepy
Brisbane, wake up: you
are now an Olympic city

Arise from your sweaty slumber and
get ready to greet the world.
Now is not the time to be curled
up in some quiet, leafy cul-de-sac,
listening to birdsong – now is the
time to embrace what it means to be
a world city.
People of Brisbane, surely you
want to show the smug, arrogant,
overpriced southern cities what an
amazing place this could be?
To host an Olympics you need
noise – and lots of it. The whole
idea of living in peace and quiet is
misguided and very unappealing.
Imagine all the jet-lagged visitors
arriving and having to go to bed
at 10pm because there were no
parties, no energy, no sounds, no
commotion. Brisbane at night is
almost like having a curfew.

12

Tourists do not want to sit around
in a quiet place by the river listening
to the breeze through the trees, or
the monotonous drone of insects
– they want to feel like they are in
a place where it is all happening.
International guests want to be part
of a roaring, rowdy metropolis – not
some tranquil, liveable backwater.
With this in mind, the construction
and aviation industries have an
important part to play in making
Brisbane a modern sound garden.
Infrastructure projects are a
fantastic way of creating employment
and making a great deal of noise.
All those busy hi-vis workers
on the tools night and day will
help get Brisbane residents
prepared for the Games.
As part of this necessary
transformation it is very pleasing to
see Brisbane Airport Corporation
also helping to change the city.
Majority shareholder Schiphol and
our own Queensland Investment
Corporation are gearing up to
have hundreds of flights a day
over the city, with plans to ensure
Brisbane becomes a 24-hour
hub – a city that never sleeps.
It is fantastic that a large
overseas-owned corporation has
taken such an interest in remaking
Brisbane. Schiphol cut their
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To create a liveable
city, we don’t want peace
and quiet. We need more
aircraft roar spread over
residential areas.

teeth on convincing Amsterdam
residents that noise is good, so
they are well qualified to give
Brisbane the wake-up call it needs.
Airservices Australia is right
behind this push for Brisbane
to become the best little city to
land at any time, day or night.
The flight paths have been carefully
designed so that the planes can fly
nice and close to where people live
(although the blare of jet engines
could be spread across a wider
area so more of the population
can engage with the new loud).
To create a liveable city, we
don’t want peace and quiet.
We don’t need the serenity. We
need more aircraft roar spread
over more residential areas.
Forget the past – it’s time to
pump up the volume, my friends.
Christopher Swift operates a
small wind farm in Teneriffe.

Honouring
hard workers
The annual Pride of Workmanship
Award is returning for its ninth year,
to honour hard-working community
members who have offered
exceptional customer service.
Rotary Club New Farm Secretary
Denise Buckby said the event rewards
employees or small contractors for
their dedication and excellence.
“It’s a way employers can recognise
the achievements of their staff. For the
contractors of the year, it’s a way their
work is acknowledged,” Ms Buckby said.
2021 Pride of Workmanship winner
Sarah Hutson, who is creative director
and owner of SFH Designs, said being
awarded was a great acknowledgement
of her work and service.
“It gives you that motivation to keep
doing it, enjoying it, and it brings the
best out in you,” Ms Hutson said.
Successful nominees will be awarded
at a presentation dinner at the
Brunswick Hotel on September 7.
Closing date for nominations is
August 23, 2022.
For details or to nominate, contact:
secretary.newfarm@rotary9620.org
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urban outlook

ED HAYSOM

Scheme looks like the
accidental development

Last year, I wrote about
Newstead being an
accidental suburb, that it
has a desirable location
but no character controls.
With the ongoing demand for
apartments close to the city, there
will be pressure to increase density.
I warned that if adequate allowance
is not made for community facilities,
Newstead could become a socially
isolated precinct, detached from
its neighbours by congestion.
The Brisbane City Council policy
on the Breakfast Creek corridor
but also on the Evelyn St precinct
is that the requirement in the
current City Plan for this precinct
is “low-impact industry, service
industry or outdoor sales”.
It also states that “development
is ancillary to, or associated
with, and does not compromise

the primary use of the premises
as a low impact industry”.
The plan for the Newstead North
area calls for: “Development (that)
maintains a lower scale of built form
than that of nearby Bowen Hills,
Newstead Riverpark and Fortitude
Valley. Development is of a height,
scale and form that maintains the
visual prominence of key natural
features and local landmarks including
Newstead Hill, Montpelier Hill, the
Brisbane River and Breakfast Creek.
“Development that exceeds
the intended number of storeys
or building height can place
disproportionate pressure on the
transport network, public space or
community facilities in particular.
“Development that is overscaled for its site can result in an
undesirable dominance of vehicle
access, parking and manoeuvring
areas that significantly reduce
streetscape character and amenity.”
If that is not enough, there
is a neighbourhood planning
code calling for finer grained
planning at a local level.
The State Government advises it
is not aware of any plans to increase
density along Breakfast Creek
Rd, nor is it aware of any work to
change the zoning to facilitate the

At 99 Breakfast Creek Rd, and within the Evelyn St precinct, a proposal has been submitted for
eight towers of heights ranging from 14 storeys to 18 storeys.

proposed development, as part of
planning scheme amendments.
Yet a proposal now before the
council seeks to dramatically
increase the density in the
precinct, contradicting the
City Plan and presumably
triggering impact assessment.
At 99 Breakfast Creek Rd, and
within the Evelyn St precinct, a
proposal has been submitted for
eight towers of heights ranging from
14 storeys to 18 storeys, with floor
plates of around 1400 square metres.
The towers are separated by a
minimum of 15m to a maximum of
25m, so they are close together.
There is approximately 11,000
square metres of residential space
(approximately 100 apartments)
set above podia with showrooms
to Breakfast Creek Rd.
There are several storeys of
above-ground podium carparking,
above which are as yet undesigned
apartment buildings. New versions
of the existing car showrooms
will face Breakfast Creek Rd.
The scheme, as submitted for a
DA, is pretty bland – towers with
above-ground carparking and a large,
landscaped podium. A laneway bisects
the project. Somewhat uninspiring
for such a significant project.

Yet I am advised that this is
not what the developers would
prefer to build. They envisaged
something like West Village in West
End but this concept has struggled
to get past the city planners.
I am also told that both local
councillors and the mayor
support a major development
in the precinct but the planners
do not. What is going on?
The idea of a North Village in
Newstead is an appealing one if
community facilities are included
and open space is created together
with a food and restaurant
precinct and adequate parking.
That would be transformative
for the precinct.
Of course, any scheme like
this completely contradicts the
City Plan’s vision for the area and
the precinct. To proceed further
would require the City Plan to be
substantially amended and to do that
local residents must be consulted
and involved. It is a major task.
The development proposal has
been with the council since last
year so why has it not workshopped
with local residents a future
vision for Newstead, instead
of letting it accidentally evolve
through one development?
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I don’t have it together
and as a service to all
mothers I’ve decided I’m
not going to pretend I do.
I’ve been a mum for four
years, a mum of two for four months
and honestly I’m still trying to figure out
what ‘it’ is and there’s a list of things
I don’t have ‘together’. Like tidiness
in my house most days, especially
weekends. My clothes, which are a
daily blend of pre- and postpartum
fashions stretching and pulling across
fresh bumps on my body. My mind
certainly isn’t ‘together’ it can be
upbeat one moment and wracked
with mum/wife guilt the next. And my
muscles ache as if I’ve been walking
through mud (it turns out wearing
a baby to sleep all day shreds your
body and not in a Chris Hemsworth
way - I have plantar fasciitis!)
But amidst the chaos of two I’m
really enjoying this newborn bubble far
more than my first. I think it’s because I

the desk of

motherhood

ANNABELLE CHAPPLE

know the leaky boobs and the midnight
wakes are not forever and this time
around I’ve let my guard down to accept
the help when it’s offered. From our
babysitter, to my mum and mother
in law, and meals from kind souls.
Having our gorgeous baby
whom I’ve nicknamed ‘Happy Boy
from Happy Boy Planet’ has also
surprisingly helped me delve into a
deeper relationship with our four year
old. Being able to pass Luke to helping
hands for his afternoon nap so I can
collect Matilda, give her a big after
kindy cuddle and hear about her day
undistracted feels almost as liberating
as an afternoon on my own used to.
Matilda is great company now but
when she was a baby she wasn’t a
great conversationalist. Of course, I
would persevere in those early months
and chat with her about whatever
I was doing but it always felt lonely
in our apartment until my husband
walked through the door. I played
music non-stop to fill the silence,
but I still felt isolated. This time
around ironically Matilda keeps me
company adding in the odd challenging
tantrum to ensure there’s no silence
in our house anymore. And the idea
of having ‘it together’ will remain
just that for years, maybe forever,
and I couldn’t be more contented
diving head first into the chaos.

BETH LEACH

I’m walking on sunshine
right now because I’ve
been trying to make sense
of something for a long
time and I now know what it is, or
more accurately, what they are.
After an exhausting and frustrating
two-year rollercoaster searching for
a diagnosis for a multitude of health
symptoms I’ve been experiencing, I
was finally diagnosed last month with
having scleroderma paired with two
other rare auto immune diseases, and
a rare neurological disorder.
And you’d be right to ask why I’d be
celebrating this news as it does not
sound good. True, it’s not, but now I
can plan for my future.
Rare diseases are extremely hard to
diagnose, and everyone is different.
There are so many blood tests, scans,
and X-rays to do, and you have to wait
and watch how the disease progresses
to know which form it will take. As

you can imagine, this waiting period
can be very difficult especially when
you know that early detection of the
disease increases the patient’s quality
of life significantly.
From the very beginning when my
rheumatologist started to talk to me
about the serious disease scleroderma,
my overriding emotion has been
gratitude. I was lucky enough to be born
in this place at this time even though
the disease is as yet incurable. I love my
life. My best friend is my husband. We
have three, healthy children who are
outstanding humans, wonderful friends
and I have a successful career.
My challenges will never define
me, and this adversity will make me
stronger. And I would like it if people
could better understand this disease.
In fact, I’m going to work towards it.
I’ve been elected to the board of
Scleroderma Qld as the Advocate for
Awareness and Events, and I need
your help to raise the profile of this
unknown disease. I aim to make it a
household name and with your help
we will work towards a world free of
Scleroderma and Raynaud’s disease.
Remember their names, please.
For all donations to the Scleroderma
Association of Queensland Inc.
please call Beth Leach 0414 770 956.

Visit our Weight Loss
Specialists today
Kick start your weight loss with:
• GP and Weight Loss Specialists - can be combined
with a GP health care plan or private health.
• Discuss if you’re eligible for further savings with a
GP care plan.
• Personally tailored program with one on one
support by our doctors and allied health team.
• Private fitness studio - work out anytime.
• Tailored meal plans.
Visit us at newstead.nextpracticehealth.com
07 3518 7880 | @nextpracticenewstead
Free parking available
520 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
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JOIN OUR 12 WEEK

WEIGHT LOSS
PROGRAM TODAY
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SCLERODERMA is a disease
that few have heard about
We're fighting for awareness
and we need your help, please
June 29th is World Scleroderma Day
June is World Scleroderma Month
Please join us at Merthyr Village at our Event Booth
from 18 - 24th June
and ask us about Scleroderma
And, if you too have Scleroderma we'd love to meet you!
For all donations to the
Scleroderma Association of Queensland Inc.
please call Beth Leach 0414 770956
ABN 91 905 099 795

jun e ’ 22 | M Y V I L L AG E N EWS

15

V n e ws

Jim’s part in coronation squad
By Mike O’Connor
“It poured with rain the entire way but
we barely felt it we were so motivated
by the cheering of the crowds.
Cries of “Cooee” echoed from the
Australian spectators and there was
barely a dry eye among our troops.”
The day was June, 2, 1953 and
Teneriffe resident Jim Graham
was marching with the Australian
Coronation Contingent in Queen
Elizabeth II’s 28km long coronation
procession as it wound its way
through the streets of London en
route to Westminster Abbey.
School captain of Sydney’s Knox
Grammar in 1950, Jim was called
up for National Service in 1951
and when King George VI died
the following year, it was decided
that four National Servicemen
would form part of the contingent
of Australian soldiers, sailors,
airmen and nurses, among them
four Victoria Cross winners, which
would be sent to England for the
coronation.
“After interviews at Victoria
Barracks in Sydney, I was chosen to
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represent the National Service for
NSW. I was only 19 and about to embark
on the most exciting, memorable and
thought provoking experience of my
life,” he says when we meet in his
Macquarie Street apartment.
“We left Australia in the aircraft
carrier HMAS Sydney on March 24,
1953 and were at sea on March 25
when we got word of Queen Mary’s
death and we held a church parade on
the flight deck.
“We travelled via Fremantle,
Ceylon, Aden, the Suez Canal, Libya,
Malta and Gibraltar before we finally
arrived in England on May 5 along
with thousands of troops from all
over the Commonwealth and were
taken to Surrey where we were told
we were going to change the guard
at Buckingham Palace with the
Grenadier Guards.
“We had to learn marching 12
abreast and we trained by Sergeant
Jock Hamilton of the Scots Guards.
I remember he said: ”When I give an
order to turn right to the English they
immediately do it. With the Australians
there is a slight pause when you can
almost hear them thinking – “why?”
“We marched in from Wellington
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Four National
Servicemen were
asked to join
the Australian
Coronation
Contingent in
London, in 1952 –
Jim Graham was
one of them.
Photo by Darko.

Barracks and stood opposite the
Grenadiers Regiment and as we slow
marched across the forecourt of the
palace, the band played Waltzing
Matilda. It was one of the proudest
moments of my life,” he says.
Jim recalls that on the day after the
Coronation, the Australians marched to
the palace gardens and were inspected
by the Queen and Prince Phillip.
“It was her first duty as Queen. After
the inspection we were presented with
our Coronation Medals and I treasure
that medal to this day.
“Our last duty was the Spithead

Review. There were 280 ships from
virtually every navy in the world
and we all gave three cheers as Her
Majesty went past in HMS Surprise.
We finally left England on June 18,
arriving home on August 14 and it
seemed like everyone in Sydney was
there to meet us.”
“A newsreel commentator said at
the time that we went on a mission of
homage and good will and paid tribute
to all who wear the Queen’s uniform
and I have forever been grateful for
being able to be part of the moment
in time.”
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Just row
with it

No decision
By Mike O’Connor

By Izzy Clark
Early mornings in front of Mica Café at
Breakfast Creek have been transformed
into bustling scenes of rowing training
after a local high school lost its pontoon
in February floods.
St Margaret’s rowing coach Jared
Bidwell said the teams were using the
GoBoat pontoon since Easter after
their own pontoon at Albion was
washed away.
“The season kicked off and we
didn’t have a pontoon so we’re super
fortunate to the Breakfast Creek
Lifestyle Precinct (BCLP) here, all
the local stakeholders and the local
council for bringing it all together on
super short notice,” he said.
To fit the rowing boats along the
GoBoat pontoon, rowers must split
apart the larger boats before pivoting
along the narrow pedestrian ramp.
“It’s not purpose built in terms of
the heights and everything like that,
but we’re making it work and it’s
about making the best of what you’ve
got,” Mr Bidwell said.

St Margaret’s rowing coach Jared Bidwell (back) with Tara Carroll of BCLP and,
right, Hamilton Ward Councillor Dave McLachlan.

GoBoat national operations
manager Jonathon Rodgers said the
school approached the Breakfast
Creek Lifestyle Precinct and had
discussions to be able to use the
pontoon that GoBoat leases from
the BCLP.
“They train outside our business
hours so that’s how we made it work,”
Mr Rodgers said.

Brisbane City Councillor for
Hamilton Ward David McLachlan
said it was quite an operation to see
the team.
“Just the efficiency of the school
in terms of getting all the boats on
the water then off the water again in
time again to get the girls back
to school is quite amazing to see,”
he said.

No decision has yet been announced
by the Brisbane City Council on the
application to demolish the former
Treetops residential aged care
facility in Sargent St, New Farm
and replace it with a five storey
apartment tower aimed at retirees.
Developer Bolton Clarke originally
announced plans to build up to six
storeys although the New Farm and
Teneriffe Hill Code only allows up to
three storeys which was the height of
the original Treetops building.
The development application
was reduced to five storeys after a
community outcry and consultation
with the Brisbane City Council.
The plans have been strongly
opposed by locals who claim the
proposed height and bulk of the
structure would be completely out
of character with the character
of the street which is lined with
Queenslander-style homes.
At the time of publication, a
spokesperson for Bolton Clarke
said that had been no further
developments with the application
which was before council.

Half-human, half bear, the Ukuku is the
Peruvian mythological demi-god blessed
with great wisdom and strength.
It's namesake also happens to be a
deeply delicious coffee: velvety smooth,
with the sweetness of stone fruit, vanilla
and milk chocolate.
Drop into store during June to
experience bear-like strength from this
limited edition release before it all goes!
Hurry, stocks and tees are limited.
GARRETT LEIGHT

Available online and instore
104 McLachlan St, Fortitude Valley
10 Thompson St, Bowen Hills
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Out on the town for NightWatch
By Jessica Forbes
“Watching out for you when
good times go bad” is the motto
of Brisbane-based charity
Chaplain Watch, and soon its
hard-working supporters will be
having a good time themselves.
Organisers will be hosting
a celebratory dinner party at

Cloudland in Fortitude Valley on July
23, to highlight the achievements
of their NightWatch volunteers.
Project manager Karen Howe said
Chaplain Watch workers had been
keeping people safe overnight in
the Fortitude Valley entertainment
precinct for the past 20 years.
“Our NightWatch chaplains look out
for anyone at risk or in need overnight,
proactively patrolling busy areas and

A celebratory dinner will be held by Chaplain Watch charity to highlight its
volunteers’ achievements.

SALE IN-STORE NOW

20% OFF

STRESSLESS®
* T&C apply

Fortitude Valley, Shop 2 / 27 Doggett Street
(Opposite Space Furniture) T. (07) 3854 1688
Bundall, 91 Ashmore Road T. (07) 5511 7110

designinitial.com.au
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basically helping anybody who needs
to get home safely,” Mrs Howe said.
The charity also offers help
services related to crisis support,
most recently deploying volunteers to
community flood recovery centres.
Mrs Howe hopes the dinner party
also will provide an opportunity
to update attendees on the recent
work of the charity, particularly
following the cancellation of the
annual “Purple and White Ball” in
February due to COVID-19 concerns.
“It's more of an informal gathering
rather than that big ball that we
usually put on, just to be able to
connect, have a fun night and get
dressed up,” Mrs Howe said.
“It’s an opportunity to get together
and do a little bit of fundraising
to support the services that our
charity offers to the general public.”
Guests will enjoy entrees, petit fours
and a main meal. A drinks package is
included, along with a business card
draw, raffles and a silent auction.
To buy tickets, visit events.humanitix.
com/night-4-nightwatch-2022

sayso
speech pathology
speech sounds + clarity
listening + understanding
reading + spelling
phonemic awareness
expressive language
stuttering
adults + children
reading readiness

dimity williams
t: 0413 307 167

e: enquiries@speech-pathologists.com.au

Two Pauls and a piano at the Powerhouse
By Rob Mellett
Australian music royalty Paul Kelly
and Paul Grabowsky will share the
stage for two special performances,
bringing that voice and that piano
(and the occasional harmonica),
to Brisbane Powerhouse in July.
The duo will perform works from
their ARIA-winning album Please Leave
Your Light On, pairing Kelly’s songs with
Grabowsky’s talent to reimagine them.
Speaking to My Village News,
Grabowsky said the pair – friends for
decades – only recently discovered
the magic of duetting together
on Please Leave Your Light On
at chamber and concert music
venue Ukaria in South Australia.
“When Paul heard the results,
he loved it and wanted to
record the songs for this latest
album,” Grabowsky said.
Please Leave Your Light On features
reinterpretations of songs from nine
Kelly albums, along with previously
unreleased track True To You and Cole
Porter’s Every Time We Say Goodbye.
“There’s certainly a great chemistry
between us; his songs are beautiful

Paul Grabowsky AO and Paul Kelly will perform works from their ARIA-winning album Please
Leave Your Light On, this July.

vehicles for what I do,” Grabowsky said.
He said the spirit of the music lies
in the similar intensity conjured by the
pairings of Tony Bennett and Bill Evans
or Frank Sinatra and Nelson Riddle.
“It is a tribute to that type of
music and there are nods to that in
the repertoire,” Grabowsky said.
“But Paul’s songs are very beautiful
in their own right, very moving. We
are aware of the immense effect his

words have on people, songs like
If I Could Start Today Again have a
very powerful message, while the
title track is magnificent – it has a
beautiful, emotional note to it.
“As an accompanist, my job is
to provide support to the vocalist,
to create a kind of frame in which
the vocalist can communicate
the meaning of the song.
“It is important to play

en ter tainm en t V
sympathetically and in a way so
as not to attract attention to the
piano but it should not be bland
either; the piano needs the right
amount of sophistication. It’s
important to find that sweet spot.”
Grabowsky said the
audience will observe a side
to Kelly not seen before.
“There is an intimacy about this
current work that singles it out
and makes it quite different from
what they have come to expect at
a Kelly show,” Grabowsky said.
“People love Paul Kelly; he is an
artist of great national significance and
his songs are loved by all generations.
“He’s managed to sustain his
career without resting on material
composed 40 years ago.
“Lots of artists of our seniority
have to rely on songs from back in
the day but Paul seems to reinvent
himself constantly.”
Shows at 3pm and 7.30pm on
Saturday, July 23 and 3pm on
Sunday, July 24.
Book at brisbanepowerhouse.org/whatson/event/paul-kelly-paul-grabowsky/

stop renting,

start living.

Own your home with a 2% deposit instead
of a 10% deposit. No dodgy loans, no interest rate,
just common sense.
• Lock in your purchase price today and pay no interest.
• Move in with only a 2% deposit
• Settle in 24 months and get 50% of all your rent
paid back toward your deposit.

APPLY NOW
email

info@home2own.com.au

Home2Own.com.au
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Welcome to
Regis Yeronga
At Regis Yeronga, we understand the importance of
community. We’re proud to be welcoming back residents
and their families into our Home.

Regis Yeronga
5 Cansdale Street,
Yeronga QLD 4104

With almost 30 years’ experience, we know what it takes to care for
someone you love, and what a difference a bit of extra support can make.
Our contemporary Home has a strong sense of community that extends
throughout our vibrant and varied lifestyle program, which gives residents
the opportunity to come together for daily activities, regular social events,
and special interest groups.
To find out more about our community in Yeronga, call us on
1300 998 100 or visit regis.com.au.

REGIS.COM.AU | 1300 998 100

SCAN HERE TO DISCOVER
REGIS YERONGA
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A display of
Astra-nomical talent

Teaching children skills
for life through drama

Review by Jessica Forbes

By Clare Coulter

Ad Astra Theatre patrons are greeted
by neon flashing lights – a nod to the
starlit performers beyond its doors.
Tucked away on Misterton St in
Fortitude Valley, the former office
building turned professional theatre
is intimate and personable, hosting
shows to 50-person audiences.
My Village News attended Ad
Astra’s production of Toy Symphony,
written by Michael Gow, which
follows struggling playwright Roland
Henning (Gregory Wilken), who is
faced with crippling writer’s block.
With Henning forced to examine
his peculiar and imaginative
childhood, the production
intertwines real time storytelling
with flashbacks and elements of
magical realism.
The performance is enthralling,
owing to its animated and
dynamic reel of highly relatable
characters – the school yard bully,
the enthusiastic thespian, and the
erratic headmaster to name a few.

Each of the cast members
demonstrates an impressive range,
employing dramatic tension and
impeccable comedic timing. Samuel
Webb is a standout performer in
this regard, along with Wilken,
playing the central character.
The performers wrestle with
some profoundly dark themes, while
managing to maintain an overall
atmosphere of thrill and delight.
Expert use of lighting ensures
Toy Symphony is also a visceral
experience, as cool blue tones flood
the stage to signify the onset of each
larger-than-life, mythical sequence.
Ad Astra Theatre is unmistakably
polished and professional, showcasing
the depth of local theatre talent.
With five shows remaining on
the theatre’s 2022 calendar,
there is plenty of opportunity
for a night out at Ad Astra.
To book tickets for Ad Astra Theatre’s
upcoming play, Brilliant Traces, opening
on June 16, visit adastracreativity.com/
productions?upcoming-productions

A new performing arts organisation,
Pebble Theatre, which aims to
give children confidence has been
founded by local Sarah Hope.
Fuelled by her love for the arts,
Ms Hope started Pebble Theatre
to help young people achieve the
incredible benefits of drama.
“Performing on a stage and in front
of other people teaches children really
specific skills and can greatly improve
their confidence,” Ms Hope said.
“It fosters empathy because they
are having to learn how to use their
bodies and voices to communicate, and
it teaches creative intelligence which
is a problem-solving skill for life.”
Pebble Theatre also provides
programs for childcare centres,
kindergartens and schools – and have
already partnered with a number
of primary schools in Brisbane and
Ms Hope’s home town of Mackay.
“I am really excited about the
incursions we have planned,”
Ms Hope said.

Sarah Hope talks to some children at Pebble Theatre.

“We come into the school and run
the programs with the classes, and
then we work with the staff to develop
their skills with teaching drama.
“I really love this approach because
it helps to give the teachers the tools
they need to work in a creative way that
also lends to the school curriculum.”
Ms Hope said she would love to
connect with as many schools as
possible and share the beautiful
programs they were developing.
“Long-term, I would like to
make some digital resources and
look at putting on productions
for children too,” she said.
To get in touch with Sarah, visit
pebbletheatre.com.au/contact
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25 JUN — 9 JUL

BILLE BROWN THEATRE

ROBYN
ARCHER:
AN AUSTRALIAN SONGBOOK

Australia as you’ve never heard it before

TICKETS — 1800 355 528
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Battle of the Coral Sea survivor remembers St Stephens
School reunion
By Judith Maizey

Among the crowd who attended the
80th anniversary service of the Battle
of the Coral Sea earlier this may in
Newstead Park, was a special guest.
He was not a politician, nor was
he one of the many dignitaries
which included the Queensland
Governor Dr Jeanette Young,
but he was just as important.
Sitting quietly under the white
marquee set up for the occasion
on May 7 was Arthur William
White or Bill to his friends.
A month shy of his 100th birthday,
Mr White is Australia’s only remaining
survivor of that “pivotal” battle after
serving as a telegraphist on the guided
missile destroyer, HMAS Hobart.
Still spry, Mr White listened as
numerous guest speakers recounted
how the naval battle which lasted
from May 4-8, 1942, was a turning
point for World War II in the Pacific.
Involving the Imperial Japanese
Navy and naval and air forces from
the United States and Australia,
the battle was unique in that it was
the first action in which aircraft

ABOVE: Battle of the Coral Sea survivor Arthur
William (Bill) White (right) with Bill Hayward
of the Naval Association of Australia.
LEFT: Queensland Governor Dr Jeanette Young
attended the 80th anniversary service of the
Battle of the Coral Sea earlier this May.

carriers engaged each other and
where neither side’s ships sighted
or fired directly upon each other.
Australian American Association,
Brisbane, president Mike Harris
said the five, tough, gruelling days
saved Australia from invasion.
Acknowledging Mr White’s
presence, Mr Harris said it was a
tragedy of war that some never
returned to their family and friends.

David, Rae, Margaret &
Graham, Residents

“There’s always a price for
freedom,” he said. “Lest We Forget.”
US Consul General Christine
Elder, who was present at the
service with Rear Admiral Robert
Clark and 16 band members of the
US 7th Fleet, said the battle was a
turning point in World War II, but
came at the huge cost of 600 men
and women who gave their lives.
Of the alliance between Australia
and the US, Ms Elder said “we’ve
always been there for each
other and always will be”.

A school reunion committee has
put out a plea for past pupils of St
Stephens Girls School to get in touch.
Heritage-listed school closed in
1965 and was converted into offices
for the Catholic Archdiocese.
A reunion organiser said the task
of searching for past pupils was
made more complex because female
students’ surnames often changed
when married.
The primary school reunion will be
held at the Cathedral of St Stephen,
249 Elizabeth St, on Sunday, July 24,
and will include an appearance by one
of the school’s last teachers, Sister
Anne Hetherington RMS OAM.
A Holy Mass at the Cathedral of St
Stephen will start at 10am, followed
by morning tea in the Hanly Room
adjacent to the cathedral.
Email conniecosta123@hotmail.com
Enquiries to Connie Costa Massadi
on 0415 592 155,
Flora Di Lizio on 0418 753 554,
Santina Musumeci on 0419 412 502 or
Sarina Messina Nicotra on 0411 188 701.

Come along and feel the warmth
of an Aveo community
Aveo Newstead has so many of the amenities you’re looking
for in retirement living, and a special sense of belonging that
residents say you’ll feel right away.

Share your passions and interests with like-minded people,
discover new friendships and live life to the fullest - all in the
safety and comfort of a place that’s more than just your home.
It’s your community.
This Winter, take the First Step to great retirement living and
book a discovery tour with family and friends. You can look
forward to a very warm welcome.

Aveo Newstead

welcomes you

SCAN HERE TO TAKE
THE FIRST STEP
Call 13 28 36 or visit
aveo.com.au/firststep
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World music album a rare gem
By Rob Mellett

Every once in a while an album release
comes along to defy all expectations,
and here’s one of them – Babdoukkala
is the debut solo LP from n’goni player
(African harpist), percussionist,
producer, composer and multiinstrumentalist Julian Belbachir.
Influenced by dub, reggae, funk,
jazz, and drum’n’bass, Belbachir
describes Babdoukkala’s sound as
“future desert-blues dub”.
Belbachir, who is also drummer
with grassroots Indigenous dub
band OKA, has dedicated his life to
studying and playing the traditional
folkloric music of North and West
Africa and on this album he pays
homage to the teachers he has
studied under and the music that has
become his life’s work.
The album features traditional
music such as gnawa, mandinka,
takamba and desert blues.
“It’s such a great feeling to finally
get the album out there. Pre-covid,
I was so busy touring and travelling
with other projects. Babdoukkala was
my side, love-project for so many
years,” Belbachir said.

Julian Belbachir (centre, with beard) and his band perform Babdoukkala in front of a live audience.

“Having more spare time allowed
me to finally pull the trigger on
pushing ahead with the project.
“All the people I collaborate with
on Babdoukkala are my teachers,
mentors and family and friends. I
knew they would know what to do
with my songs.”
The album is dedicated to
Belbachir’s dear friend and mentor,

OKA frontman Stuart Fergie
“DidgeriSTU”, who passed away in
February.
“Musically, Stu really showed me
the way. He was a big inspiration for
this album,” Belbachir said.
African master musicians who
feature include Moussa Diakite (Mali),
Lamine Sonko (Senegal), Imad Dabbly
(Morocco), Q VLN (US) and Guinean

RUBY’S COTTAGE Your weekend getaway

vocalist/multi-instrumentalist
Malin Sylla.
Album highlights are many: Mahaba
introduces the listener to traditional,
Moroccan folkloric elements,
instruments and rhythms, while
title track Babdoukkala (an ancient
door used as the entrance to the
medina) refers to Belbachir’s travels
in Morocco when he would meet
musicians at the babdoukkla before
attending a “lila” (a traditional healing
music ceremony).
“Friends from Africa would visit
my home in Sydney and soon my
house became the ‘Babdoukkala’ of
Australia, and that seemed the ideal
album title,” Belbachir said.
The album is now picking up
plaudits from around the world, with
renowned UK world music magazine
Songlines choosing Babdoukkala as its
album of the month.
Belbachir is now seeking Brisbane
venues keen to help him promote the
album live this year.
Stream the music on Spotify or, for
more details, go to julianbelbachir.com/

David Henderson

REST | RECHARGE | EXPLORE

Enjoy scenic views, glowing
sunsets & starry night skies
Hear sounds of the bush
Feel red soil beneath your feet
Explore the culture & history of the

Recent Work

South Burnett on Wakka Wakka Country

SCAN TO VIEW AND BOOK
OR PHONE 0419 029 949
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Newstead Studios
22 Ross Street, Newstead

11–19 June 10am–4pm
davidhenderson.com.au
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on the record

WITH QMUSIC’S
NATALIE STRIJLAND
chair@qmusic.com.au

June marks Pride month,
an annual celebration
of people with diverse
genders and sexualities,
and an opportunity to raise
awareness around the experiences
of their community. To mark the
fruitiest month of the year, we’ve gone
crate-digging (or rather, playlistscrolling) to unearth our favourite
new releases from local acts which
feature LGBTIQ-identified artists.

1. DIZZY DAYS
– TAKE MY HEART

Fresh on the local scene, dance-pop
four-piece Dizzy Days set the bar
high with their debut single, which
could have been a B-side on the
latest from Kylie or Dua. Cascading
synths and disco-ready bass lines
set the stage for Aisling O’Byrne’s
knockout hook: “Take my heart, tear

me to pieces, let me go.” We couldn’t
disagree less: in fact, we hope these
girls stay firmly put so we can hear
much more music from them.

relationships that have shaped them
through a jangly, joyful lens. Learn all
the words so you can sing along when
they hit the road later this month!

2. STRAIGHT GIRLS
– REAL THRILL

4. CHAKRA EFENDI
– GHOSTS/XYLITOL

A nod of approval from Phoebe
Bridgers shone a bright spotlight on
Rhian Cruice’s first single under the
“Straight Girls” moniker – 2020’s
Casey on the Big Screen – a song
inspired by the character Casey
in Netflix’s Atypical. Last month,
Straight Girls extended their record
of reverby, yearning, is-it-just-me-ordid-it-get-really-warm-in-here-justnow singles with Real Thrill. Come
for the 1975-style guitars, stay for
ambiguous lyrics that make you feel
like you’re in a coming-of-age movie.

3. FULL POWER HAPPY
HOUR – SIBLINGS

Here’s a challenge for you: try to
make it through the entire music
video for Full Power Happy Hour’s
Siblings without cracking a huge grin
at the sight of the band breaking out
into a fully-fledged tinned-spaghetti
food fight. Alex Campbell has long
been entrenched in local DIY and
punk scenes, but this project sees
them re-examine the memories and

2

Settled in Brisbane after growing
up between the Sunshine Coast and
Indonesia, Chakra Efendi has built a
considerable body of work up from
their first SoundCloud uploads in
2016, and a huge following online.
The lo-fi quality to Chakra’s analoguemeets-digital sound creates the same
intimacy as early Beabadoobee and
Soccer Mommy bedroom-pop, but
it’s their attention to texture and
detail as a producer that indicates
a real maturity in the work. Listen
to Ghosts/Xylitol from their album
I Of The Err for an introduction to
their gauzy, confessional world.

2

3

PICTURED TOP TO BOTTOM: DIZZY DAYS,
STRAIGHT GIRLS, FULL POWER HAPPY
HOUR, CHAKRA EFENDI.

4

You can find these five songs plus a whole lot more
local music to get behind at the QMusic New Music
playlist – just scan the QR code to start listening!

For beauty that’s
uniquely you.
Founded by Dr Scott Allison, Ascension is a non-invasive
cosmetic clinic, offering a diverse and innovative range of
treatments for all genders. Driven by a passion to care and

Specialisations

empower, Dr Allison and his team are committed to finding

Dermal filler treatments:
cheeks, chin, jaw, eyes, and lips

new and innovative non-invasive treatments to help
clients achieve their aesthetic goals and enhance their

Laser and dermal therapies

own unique perceptions of beauty. Ascension’s flagship

Anti-wrinkle injections

clinic in New Farm features 5 unique beautifully designed

Threadlifts

treatment rooms.

Body contouring
Hair restoration

“In designing Ascension my vision was to create a space
that transports you to a luxury hotel the moment you walk
through the door. The treatments we’re performing might be
clinical, but it doesn’t need to feel like that. We want you to
feel empowered, refreshed and pampered.”
Dr Scott Allison.

170 Merthyr Road, New Farm, QLD
Dr Scott

P: 1300 214 971 | ascension.com.au
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GASWORKS AND NEWSTEAD STREETS – SPEED
REDUCTION COMING!
Making our area safer for all
road users is front of mind
for us, particularly in the busy
area of Newstead with an
increasingly ageing population
and also more parents
with prams and children as
pedestrians on our footpaths.
We went into bat for a traffic
study to be undertaken
by traffic engineers in the
Newstead Gasworks precinct, where there is concentrated
activity levels for vulnerable road users.
We’re pleased to announce the outcome, with the agreement
of Council, the Department of Transport and Main Roads and
the Queensland Police Service, is speed limit reductions in
Longland, Stratton, Kyabra, Doggett, Wyatt, Wyandra, and
Helen Streets Newstead.

film review

COUNCIL
CONNECTIONS

JACOB RICHARDSON

Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of
Madness
★★★

Attending the wedding of his
former flame Christine (Rachel
McAdams), Doctor Strange (Benedict
Cumberbatch) is wrenched into
an inter-dimensional conflict when
he has to save America Chavez
(Xochitl Gomez). You see, Chavez
can travel the multiverse at will,
and Scarlet Witch (Elizabeth Olsen)
wants that power for herself. To
stop her, Chavez and Strange make
a journey across universes to find a
mystical book of power, encountering
multiple Doctor Strange’s along the
way, as well as a few surprises.
Directed by Sam Raimi, this film is a
frustratingly unambitious and empty
sequel to the most mind-bending
hero in Marvel’s pantheon. The first
half to two-thirds of this movie are
paint-by-numbers Marvel; just jumps

between big CGI fight scenes with no
excitement, involvement or agency.
The back third of the picture provides
some highlights that are exciting,
fresh and new. We get introduced
to the Illuminati, an Avengers-style
peacekeeping force from another
universe, with some crowd pleasing
surprises, a fight between the
Illuminati and Scarlet Witch, and most
impressively a mystical fight between
two Strange’s, with weaponised
music notes matching a harmonic
battle in our eardrums. It’s the sort
of inventive action the first Strange
film introduced into the universe, and
brings a welcome sense of relief.
The issue ultimately is that
everything in this movie feels like a
check box exercise. At some point,
this formulaic approach to movie
making has to be stopped. Sure, Raimi
adds some of his scares, but because
they are so shoehorned into this
formula, they too feel cliche.
They should have used Chavez’s
multiverse travelling powers to find
a universe where this sequel was
actually interesting, rather than a
hodgepodge of done before, and done
before better, ideas. This is a film
that will have you leaving the cinema
longing for a less disappointing
Doctor Strange; one that isn’t quite so
exhaustingly, frustratingly boring.

The changes from 50km/h to 40km/h in these streets will take
place in early June 2022 and will help to keep our roads and
footpaths safer for everyone.

VICTORIA PARK / BARRAMBIN COMES ALIVE WITH
URBAN PUMP TRACK AND SPRING HILL COMMON
To create more to see and do in
Victoria Park / Barrambin sooner, we
are progressing two exciting projects
identified in the Victoria Park Vision.
Focussed on what you’ve told us you
want, our Urban Pump Track / Skate
Park and the Spring Hill Common
are on track - follow the QR code
for more information about these
community building projects.

Meditation Philosophy Wisdom

How to manage doubt and fear
so that we can make the right
decisions confidently

Scan the QR code to read more, or visit www.vickihoward.com

Public Talk in Brisbane

Cr Vicki Howard – Central Ward
P: 3403 0254
E: central.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au
Cr David McLachlan - Hamilton Ward
P: 3403 1095
E: hamilton.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au
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Friday 17th June 2022, 7:30pm
Musgrave Room, Comfort Inn Robertson Gardens, 281 Kessels Rd, Nathan
Tickets $30 ($25 concession) www.trybooking.com/BXWBX

With revered Tibetan lama, His
Eminence the 7th Dzogchen
Rinpoche, Jigme Losel Wangpo

Three-Day Seminar and Meditation
Saturday 18th to Monday 20th June 2022
qld@shenpenaustralia.org
www.shenpenaustralia.org/events
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Tour fun for festival favourites
By Rob Mellett
Gomez’s experimental indie bluesfunk proved a massive hit in the
post-Britpop era, with the Liverpool
musicians’ becoming music press
darlings and firm favourites at
festivals like Glastonbury and
the Byron Bay Bluesfest.
Their debut LP, Bring It On, went
platinum and won the prestigious
Mercury Music Prize in 1998.
Gomez became regular visitors to
the Top 10 and then experienced
the fickle music industry’s warm
embrace and, later, its rejection.
After Gomez split and later
reformed in the past decade,
Gomez’s Ian Ball and Ben Ottewell
decided on a side project as a duo
in 2019, but plans to tour came to
naught as the world locked down.
With venues open again, the
pair will play The Zoo, Fortitude
Valley, on June 8, as part of their
Australian debut tour as a duo.
Fans can expect Gomez
classics, songs from their
accomplished individual solo
careers, and even fan requests.
“Who knows, we might just ending

up doing a set of Augie March
songs,” guitarist and vocalist Ball
said from his LA home studio.
In the boys’ fifth attempt to reach
Australian soil in the past three
years, Ball said the pair is excited
at the prospect of meeting up with
old friends and rediscovering their
favourite coffee-shop haunts.
“It’s been so long, Australia,”
Ball said.
“I’m curious to know what the
vibe is. It feels like it’s been forever
since we came out.”
Ball said the shows will be a
spontaneous affair.
“The plan for our shows is there
is no plan,” he said.
“We are jumping on the plane
with a computer rig that doubles as
a drum kit and whatever else we are
allowed to bring.
“It’s a lot of fun, just the two
of us out on the road, it feels so
fresh again.
“Onstage I play lots of strange
sounds on whatever instruments
come to hand. I try to distract Ben
– to break him – especially on old
Gomez hits like Tijuana Lady.
“The idea that we would show up

Ian Ball and Ben Ottewell play The Zoo on June 8.

and play acoustic guitars together
seated on stools makes me shudder,
so that’s definitely not going to be
our approach; life’s too short to
be earnest, that’s not our bag.”
Ball said gigging and entertaining
are more important to him
now than ever before.
“The past couple of years have
opened everybody’s eyes to what
live music means for us all,” he said.

“Our aim is for fans new
and old to have fun and forget
about the troubles of the world
for a couple of hours.
“Come and see us, bring an
instrument – a tuba, a double-bass,
whatever you like – and we’ll try to
play it on stage and annoy Ben.”
Tickets at thezoo.com.au

DISCOVER A CAREER IN

TTv

CYBER
SECURITY

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

// Australia and the world have
a shortage of qualified cyber
security professionals.
// Cyber-attacks are becoming
increasingly common and
harmful.

‘NGUKURR - ARTISTS OF THE ROCK COUNTRY’
ABORIGINAL ART EXHIBITION

// Gain a highly sought-after
qualification.
// We have highly-skilled
teachers and state-of-the-art
facilities.

31 May - 18 June 2022
Director’s Talk: Saturday June 4th, 11am

// APPLY NOW

1300 308 233
tafeqld.edu.au
RTO 0275 | CRICOS 03020E | PRV13003
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Restaurant rises from the ashes
By Izzy Clark
New Farm restaurant Taj Mahal is
serving hungry patrons again, after
being through more challenges
than most restaurants face.
“We have a huge community
presence, because we’ve been there
for almost 21 years, and we’ve had
customers coming to us right from
day one,” owner Rattan Mann said.
“We’ve seen them having their
first date, their wedding, being
pregnant, having children – and
some of their children come
now with their partners.”
At the end of 2019, the restaurant
– opposite the New Farm cinemas
– burnt down, forcing them to
move to a vacant lot adjacent to the
original building in Brunswick St.
“We straight away took this on
and focused our energy towards
the positive,” Mrs Mann said.
“We didn’t want to be bogged
down with the tragedy because my
husband and I are an older couple,
and if we just sat and didn’t mobilise
our energy towards positive things it
would not be good for us mentally.”
After support from their family –

We have a huge
community presence,
because we’ve been there
for almost 21 years, and
we’ve had customers
coming to us right from
day one.

Taj Mahal owners Rattan & Nihal Mann.

including their daughter, who flew
out from her studies in the UK – they
reopened within two months.
“We broke our backs to set it up
very, very quickly,” Mrs Mann said.
They continued to keep the
business afloat, despite the
pandemic which followed soon
after their reopening, and now
have plans to move again – back
to their original site, so they can
eventually retire in a unit above.

Before starting their restaurant,
Rattan, 65, and her husband
Nihal, 73, had completely
different careers overseas.
Mr Mann was a colonel in the
Indian army’s Kumaon regiment,
commanding a battalion of around
800 soldiers, while Mrs Mann was
one of the first students in Jodhpur,
India, to complete an MBA.
The pair moved to Auckland,
where Mrs Mann taught as a

lecturer at the Auckland Institute
of Studies, and Mr Mann worked
for the New Zealand Government.
They raised their two children
in New Zealand, before moving to
Brisbane to start the Taj Mahal.
Mrs Mann said she always imagined
she would like to run a restaurant.
“We figured we could probably
handle it, which was a wild shot
at that point because of our
lack of experience,” she said.
“Me, my husband, my son,
and our whole family worked
very hard to bring it up – and
we’ve never looked back.
“At the end of the day, you have
to have a full heart and do the
things that make you happy.”

Harness the healing power of light at The Valo
LED Light Therapy is a relaxing,
non-invasive skin and wellness
treatment that uses incident light
to stimulate repair at a cellular
level. At the Valo we exclusively use
the most advanced medical grade
LED system on the market, the TGA
approved Healite II device.

An excellent stand alone treatment, LED Light Therapy with
the Healite II is clinically proven to effectively rejuvenate

LED Light Therapy works
effectively to promote:

FAST, EFFECTIVE AND CHEMICAL FREE
TREATMENTS WITH ZERO DOWN TIME!

Skin rejuvenation
Healing compromised skin impacted by acne,
dermatitis, eczema, rosacea and psoriasis
Wound healing and enhanced recovery post
invasive skin treatments

skin, stimulate collagen and elastin production, reduce
pain and inflammation, calm acne and assist in healing
compromised skin, plus so much more! It is also a wonderful
adjunct therapy when undergoing any cosmetic, injectable
or invasive skin procedure, including surgery. Significantly
speeding up recovery time and enhancing results.

LED Light Therapy is an excellent treatment
option for women, men and children.
Experience the benefit of LED Light Therapy
at the Valo today. To book call 07 3358 6325
or scan this QR code.

Blood circulation
Relief of muscle soreness, joint and body pain

Visit us in store to shop our range of quality Australian
skincare and wellness products by Imbibe and WelleCo.

Mood enhancement

Shop 2B, 76 James Street, Fortitude Valley

Lymphatic function
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GERARD BENJAMIN

Connections, connections — from
New Farm to Cairns and back
When it comes to degrees of
separation, they say that worldwide
there are six, in Brisbane only
two, and in New Farm increments
of one. Perhaps the following
connections qualify as a case study?
In Brisbane in the 1880s, Paul Cole
Atkinson was a ‘chief musician’ of the
city, being a conductor and sometime
organist at The Cathedral of St
Stephen. A son was christened George
Frederick Handel Atkinson, and two of
his daughters became leading sopranos.

In 1890 property on the
corner of Merthyr Rd and
Lower Bowen Tce was sold
by Paul Cole Atkinson to
Mrs Mary Ann Willcocks
(of Wynberg) so that three
villas could be built.

Equally prominent was Richard
Thomas Jefferies, considered
Queensland’s "father of music".
Three daughters studied in London
under a famous violin teacher, while
his eldest Arena (Enie) married
Valley store owner George Muller and
they lived at 595 Lower Bowen Tce
(the gracious home is still there).
Paul Atkinson owned property on
Merthyr Rd (cnr Bowen Tce) and
in 1890, he sold it to Mrs Mary Ann
Willcocks (nee Craig), wife of railway
contractor G.C. Willcocks. That couple
had just bought the grand residence at
790 Brunswick St, renaming it Wynberg.
On the Merthyr Rd property, Mr
Willcocks built three handsome
identical villas (today Nos. 51-55).
If this had taken place before the
1893 floods, that may have been
why in 1895, he had the four larger
villas built on higher ground in
Moreton St (today Nos. 28-44).
The year 1893 was when Paul

Atkinson again became a widower.
Seven years earlier he had married
Mary Ann Craig, herself a widow with
three young children, and they had
two daughters. Mary Ann had lost
her husband in tragic circumstances
almost a decade earlier.
It was in Brisbane in the 1860s
that Mary Ann Cochrane and Robert
Craig, both Scots, had married.
The couple moved to the far north
where he became one of the earliest
merchants. Craig’s Store in Smithfield
was soon a household name
amongst hundreds travelling to the
Hodgkinson Goldfields west of Cairns.
At Christmas 1877, it was lucky that
Mrs Craig (she was pregnant) and the
children had travelled to be with family
in Brisbane, and so were far away
from what happened on Boxing Day.
That was when Robert Craig
asked to have a chat with Old Bill
Smith from the pub across the road
(Smithfield bore his name) about

settling some accounts. It was possibly
a mixture of ill health, depression and
alcohol that led Smith to produce
a revolver and shoot the young
storekeeper several times. Aghast at
what he had done, Smith turned the
weapon on himself. Though Dr Edward
Myers from Cairns (18km away) was
sent for, he could do nothing for either
man. Details of the “appalling murder
and suicide at Smithfield” appeared
in newspapers across the country.
This is where our story might end,
except for a further detail. The far north
of those gold rush days was something
of the wild west, including in matters of
medical registration. Dr Myers may not
have survived the scrutiny of a medical
board, though this did not stop him
from being influential in establishing the
first hospital in Cairns. The community
appreciated his doctoring skill, as well as
his talent for music, languages, and with
words, but few might have suspected
that years before he had been twice a
convict owing to a flair for forgery.
Edward Myers was one of the
more colourful characters in the
recent family history book William
and Leonora Monk, written by your
columnist, since the good doctor
was married to the sister of the
author’s great-grandfather.
Now, how many degrees
of separation is that?
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How to Make The Right Decisions
Regardless of The Market
Trying to predict the property market or its cycle is never completely certain. However, if forecasts of
slowing price growth and even negative returns across the country are any indication, we can expect to
enter a new phase of the property cycle soon. But what does this mean for you? And are these trends
all bad news?

1. Buy Quality rather than trying to time the market.
It is hard to pick market cycles. This was evident at the start of the pandemic with popular forecasts predicting a 30% price
fall. After a difficult two months from March 2020, prices did the reverse with a fast upward trajectory resulting in a positive
30% gain. As of May 2022, many forecasts predict a 10% fall in property. While at Ray White New Farm we don’t expect such
a downturn in our area, if we did see a fall of this size that would only take prices roughly back to where they were in October
2021. Across Australia, Ray White sold a total of $5.77 billion in April 2022, helping almost 10,000 buyers and sellers – an
increase of 11.5% year over year. While it is important to know what is happening in the market and we pride ourselves on
keeping our clients well informed at every stage, keeping an eye on the bigger, long term picture allows us to help our clients to
make the right decisions.

2. Not all property is created equal.
Meaning what is happening in Sydney and Melbourne does not necessarily hold true for our local market. If we are entering a
different phase of the cycle and Buyers traditionally refocus on the quality and fundamentals of the property they’re
considering – both of which happen to be strong selling points in the New Farm, Newstead and Teneriffe area. Offering an
elevated lifestyle, proximity to the Brisbane CBD, and investment in infrastructure, our area represents significant value. Add to
this, the trend in rising rents we are seeing for investors in our area, and property in our market remains a solid choice for both
owner-occupiers and investors.

3. It’s not all about the interest rate.
While, yes, property trends are sensitive to interest rate fluctuations and it would be easy to believe that’s all that matters given
the recent media frenzy over rate hikes, they are not the only influence on what happens with the property market. Other
factors to consider include the underlying health of the economy, prospects for population growth, urban regeneration and
infrastructure improvements, as well as access to finance (ease of lending), increasing wealth, Government policy towards
property, and the level of household debt. Not to mention the rise in construction costs continues to add to the replacement
cost of new and renovated properties. Furthermore, if house price growth does slow it appears rent increases are not. For
some, this will make buying a home to live in more attractive than ever.

Team Lynch

Karla Lynch
Sales & Marketing Consultant
Ray White New Farm
0447 384 908
k.lynch@raywhite.com
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Rent-to-buy scheme to transform homes
market access
By Clare Coulter
Forget the 10 per cent deposit –
Queenslanders can now secure their
dream home and get 50 per cent
of the rent they pay as part of their
deposit, thanks to New Farm property
company Home2Own (H2O).
H2O’s rent-to-buy model will
transform the experience of buyers
struggling to break into the Queensland
housing market, H2O managing director
James Donnelly said.
“With the current market, it is
extremely hard to rent while also
saving a deposit for your own home,”
Mr Donnelly said.
“That’s why we have found a secure
mechanism for buyers to purchase a
property with just a 2 per cent deposit.
“Our model is not yet used in
Queensland, but it is widely accepted
as an affordable housing model in
places all over the globe.”
After building the business from
scratch, Mr Donnelly, his team and a
successful seed funding round are now
at the stage where potential buyers can

Our properties
are suitable for all
different types, and
we make sure that
they are up to a
certain standard.
All properties are
in a great location,
have access to public
transport, schools,
and shopping.
H2O managing director James Donnelly.

approach H2O to secure a property.
“We are finally ready for people to
come to us,” Mr Donnelly said.
“We are buying our first two
properties now. They will be threebedroom, two-bathroom, twogarage townhouses in the Greater
Brisbane area.

BEN PERCIVAL
PROPERTY UPDATE

“Interested buyers can go on the
Home2Own website and input their
details and apply now.”
While H2O’s properties are best
suited to younger people and first
homebuyers, the company’s service
can be accessed by anyone.
“Basically, we are here to help

people who have the ability to service a
mortgage but do not have the ability to
get a mortgage,” he said.
“Our properties are suitable for
all different types, and we make
sure that they are up to a certain
standard.
“All properties are in a great
location, have access to public
transport, schools, and shopping.”
He said not only can buyers find
comfort knowing the properties are
of a high standard and already built,
but that they are dealing with an
experienced team of professionals.
“We have a great team made up
of experienced solicitors, residential
property principals, a chartered
accountant, and even a former
property council of Australia,
Queensland branch CEO,” he said.
“At the end of the day, we want
Queenslanders to own their own
home and we want to help them
get there.”
To get in touch with H2O, email
info@home2own.com.au, and to
learn more or apply for a property,
visit home2own.com.au/apply-now

AUCTION
332/50 Macquarie Street, Teneriffe
Heritage features & luxurious
renovation in Saratoga Woolstore
Unit 332 on the top floor of the Saratoga Woolstore is
a one-of-a-kind opportunity expertly blending classic
features with beautiful, functional, and considered
contemporary design. The highest quality materials,
fixtures and finishes were selected to create a luxurious
and spacious home whilst nurturing its near century-old
history.

3

2

1

Auction
Saturday June 18th
The Calile Hotel,
from 9:30am,
If not SOLD prior.

Original elements have been passionately restored to
hero the impeccable Woolstore charm. All new plumbing,
electrical and construction offer modern comfort and
ease of mind. Capitalising on the unique soaring ceilings,
unit 332 is bathed in natural light by design: from the
skylights in the master where you can watch the clouds
overhead to the LED glass walkway, the open office, and
intricate fluted glass throughout, no detail was
overlooked.
Masterfully merging heritage features with a curated
selection of finishes and an impeccably
thought-out redesign, 332/50 Macquarie Street is an
exquisite Woolstore apartment that will go to Auction on
June 18th, 2022, at The Calile Hotel, if not sold prior.

Ben Percival
0406 606 778

rwnf.com.au
jun e ’ 22 | M Y V I L L AG E N EWS
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Sorry, that this page is empty.
It’s just what happens when you’ve sold and leased almost everything.
We understand that you probably don’t want to read about our record prices,
recent sold and leased properties, glowing client testimonials or see our
glamorous mug shots. It’s all on our website anyway.
Okay, now that we’re on the same page, let’s talk.

phone
email
web

1800 966 014
hello@hodgeea.com.au
hodgeestateagents.com.au

Oh yeah, we’ve rebranded. We were formerly Henry Hodge Real Estate.

en ter tainm en t

NEWSTEAD BUILDING RECORD!

en ter tainm en t
Newstead’s No. 1 Agent & Agency 2021 & 2022
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Elegant, Sought-After and Sensational!
44/27 CUNNINGHAM STREET, NEWSTEAD

2

2

SOLD OFF
MARKET!

3

Sophisticated Sub-Penthouse with
Stunning City Views
1191/12 LONGLAND STREET, NEWSTEAD

Sold

2

2

SOLD AT THE
FIRST OPEN
HOME!

Sold

2

Superb Apartment with
Inner-City Convenience
2067/48 SKYRING TERRACE, NEWSTEAD

2

1

SOLD AT THE
FIRST OPEN
HOME!

2

Premium Apartment in the
Heart of Newstead
1077/12 LONGLAND STREET, NEWSTEAD

2

SOLD TO THE
FIRST PERSON
TO INSPECT!

We pride ourselves on being Newstead’s Number 1 Real Estate Specialists and are delighted to share some of our
most recent sales that sold either at the first open home, first private inspection or off market.
If you are considering buying or selling, or would like us to provide a complimentary assessment of your property’s value
in the current market, please get in touch today and we will be happy to assist with all your property needs.

Sharon Campbell
0419 785 854

Cameron Campbell
0419 799 170

Stephanie Campbell
0419 140 923

enclavepropertygroup.com.au | 07 3252 2600 | 3/48 Skyring Tce, Newstead
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3-5 Mountford Rd, New Farm

Rent, Renovate or BOTH
A tudor-esque cottage, nestled in the Parisend of New Farm, offering a rare opportunity
to investors, project-lovers and families alike.

Sale By Negotiation

Ivo Kornel - 0412 301 439

N
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111 Moray St, New Farm

There's MOR-AY to this Story...
Sold off-market with SixtyFour.

$3,250,000

Ivo Kornel - 0412 301 439

A D D R E S S

W I T H H E L D

FOR SALE
B E T H

L E A C H

A Rare and Beautiful Opportunity, Landmark Residence
• 6 bedrooms, 4 ensuited
• Formal dining and sitting rooms, office, library, 4 fireplaces
• Wyer and Craw cabinetry
• Wainscoting panels

• 6 bed - 6 bath - 2 car - 810 sqm in total
• Landmark 1920s renovated Queenslander
• North facing pool and manicured gardens
• Formal dining and sitting rooms, office, library

BETH LEACH 0414 770 956

FOR SALE

GABRIEL KENNEDY 0403 551 381

2

1

1

FOR SALE

2

7/93 Langshaw Street, New Farm

302/676 Brunswick Street, New Farm

Offers over $740,000

Offers over $640,000

2

1

