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St Rita’s College Music Captain (Vocal) Annie Dougherty, pictured left. Photo supplied.
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Top cop impressed by sense of community
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DOOMBEN CUP DAY

MOËT & CHANDON DERBY DAY

JAMES SQUIRE OAKS DAY

TAB STRADBROKE DAY

SATURDAY 22 MAY
DOOMBEN RACECOURSE

SATURDAY 29 MAY
EAGLE FARM RACECOURSE

SATURDAY 5 JUNE
EAGLE FARM RACECOURSE

SATURDAY 12 JUNE
EAGLE FARM RACECOURSE

Treat yourself and friends to a morning of
indulgence at the annual Fashion High Tea.

STRA D B ROKE

After six months in the top job,
the officer in charge of the Hendra
police district believes the area
“is an incredibly safe place to
be” and he is equally impressed
by its “sense of community”.
Transferring from the Ipswich
Police District after 10 years, Senior
Sergeant Russ Halley took up his
position at Hendra on December 5.
“I’d say it’s an incredibly safe place
to be... there’s always exceptions
and it always pays to be vigilant, but
we have a community that looks out
for each other despite its size and
diversity,” he said.
“Without being disparaging to
Ipswich, I’m surprised within the
division... that there’s a sense of
community as strong as there is and
that I’ve been warmly welcomed by
almost everyone I’ve met.”
A 20-year police veteran with stints
in Rockhampton and the Gold Coast,
Sen-Sgt Halley said the Hendra and
Ipswich districts were both very busy
police districts.
“Within the Hendra division, we’ve

Hendra Police District officer in charge Sen-Sgt
Russ Halley with a map of the district.

got higher socio-economic areas like
Hamilton and Ascot combined with
some of our more middle class area
over towards Northgate and Toombul
and Nundah,” he said.
“It poses some challenges. I see
many of the offenders travelling from
Ipswich to this district to commit
offences over here because it’s a quite
target-rich environment.
“Some of the people over here have
worked very hard to have nice things

and some of the offenders target
those people and those property
items.”
Sen-Sgt Halley said it was a fact
that a lot of the offenders were
youth targeting high-end vehicles in
suburbs such as Hamilton and Ascot,
and jewellery.
“But only a small percentage of
our offenders reside in our division,”
he said.
“So we rely heavily on our locals
locking up and securing their
properties.”
Apart from property crime, SenSgt Halley said his officers also spent
a large percentage of their time each
day responding to, investigating
and writing up domestic violence
incidents and complaints.
He said the station also had a large
commitment to policing at Brisbane
Airport and designated quarantine
hotels as part of the State’s COVID-19
quarantine strategy.
“I don’t know that drugs are an
issue itself (in this area), but we know
that property crime is often linked
with drugs,” he said.
“Generally, our detectives have
protracted drug job investigations at
any given time, but I don’t think we

HIGH TEA

ARE YOU DRINKING
TOO MUCH?

You will be in control again.

PH

10AM - 1PM EAGLE FARM RACECOURSE

NEW FARM HYPNOTHERAPY

CARNIVAL Plus

V

FROM $320
JOIN TODAY - BRC.COM.AU/MEMBERSHIP

P O B OX 2 5 51
Ne w Fa r m Q, 4 0 0 5

BRC.COM.AU

3254 1373

brisbanehypnosisclinic.com.au/alcohol

NEXT BOOKING DEADLINE FRIDAY 11TH JUNE

Get all of the benefits of a BRC
Membership from NOW until July 2022.

EAGLE FARM RACECOURSE

Using proven hypnotherapy
techniques, this unique
program will make you feel
healthier, fitter and better
about yourself.

F R I D AY 4 J U N E

BOOK NOW AT BRC.COM.AU

230 Lancaster Rd, Ascot QLD 4007

If you are concerned about
how much or how often you
drink, if things seem out of
control - we can help.

S EA S ON

FASHION

Located in the recently refurbished Guineas Room
within the picturesque grounds of Eagle Farm
Racecourse, enjoy sipping on sparkling while
viewing the latest trends in racewear and a selection
of style from Brisbane’s most renowned milliners.

By Judith Maizey

have a particularly bad drug
problem here per se.”
He also does not believe the
area has a big problem with
random assaults.
“(But) I think our property crime
across the board is noteworthy
because we’re a target-rich
environment here and we have a lot of
avenues to travel to North Brisbane,”
he said.
“We have trains and tunnels so
offenders can travel very quickly
between districts and it poses a
challenge for crime disruption and
investigation.
“Which is why we rely heavily on
our citizens being vigilant and locking
up, reporting crime and reporting
suspicious activities which I know
they are excellent at doing and I thank
them for that.”
As to plans for the rest of the year,
Sen-Sgt Halley said he was “very
eager to be accessible and make
the acquaintance” of local people,
organisations and groups.
He said he had seen some
unique changes within the policing
environment during COVID-19
last year with isolation checks and
quarantine.
“It was an interesting time and
continues to be an interesting time,”
he said.

PH.

325 4 49 6 5

a l oc a l m ag a zine for your com m u ni t y

a s c ot , h a m i lt on , h e n d r a , e ag l e fa r m , wo ol o ow i n ,
c l ay fi e l d , k a l i ng a , nor t h s h or e , a l b i on

e d i t o r i a l @ my v i l l a g e n e w s.c o m .au
a d v e r t i si n g @ my v i l l a g e n e w s.c o m .au
m y v i l l a ge n e w s br i s

DOOMBEN RACECOURSE
75 Hampden St, Ascot QLD 4007
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The importance of being
a good neighbour
By Judith Maizey
Kathryn Bourke (pictured) believes
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW)
is just as relevant today as it
was six years ago when she first
became an area co-ordinator.
Ms Bourke said this was despite the
advent and popularity of social media
groups which reported suspicious
activity and possible crime.
She said NHW still kept people up
to date about new crime tactics and
issues including those who did not
use social media and helped people
connect within their community.
“Being a good neighbour is one of
the most important messages we can
deliver from Neighbourhood Watch,”
she said.
Like the new Hendra Police District
officer in charge Russ Halley, Ms
Bourke believes the NHW Ascot/
Hendra 30 area is a safe community.
But she said she had noticed an
increase in the crime of scamming,
both online and by phone, particularly
of older people, over the past six years.
“Crime tends to be seasonal and

come in
waves,” she
said.
To keep
people
informed about
what is happening
in the neighbourhood, the group
produces a quarterly newsletter
and needs more volunteers to help
distribute it.
During COVID-19 last year when the
newsletter could not be circulated,
Ms Bourke and two other NHW
members, Krista Pappas and Fran
Sheahan, established the 500 Card
Club under the NHW umbrella.
Ms Bourke said the club was about
connecting people and offered a
chance to disseminate important
NHW messages.
NHW Ascot/Hendra 30 group also
holds “Coffee with a Cop” morning
teas at the Hamilton Hall, with the
next one on Thursday, June 24, from
11.30am-noon.
If you would like to be a volunteer,
phone Ms Bourke on 0401 129 259.

Winter racing bonanza
Brisbane’s racing precincts
of Doomben and Eagle Farm
are set to come alive through
May and June as Australia’s
best trainers, jockeys and
horses joust for a share of
$20 million in prize money.
It will be the first time in two
years the biggest names in racing
have been in Brisbane during the
middle months and there is a
buzz of excitement, with proven
top-line horses like Sir Dragonet
and Mugatoo set to be joined by
promising young gallopers like
Melbourne’s unbeaten three-yearold Ayrton in the race to secure
Group 1 glory.
The 2020 carnival proceeded in
an abridged form, with a muchreduced race program playing out
to empty stands, with COVID-19
restrictions meaning not even
owners, let alone race fans, were
permitted
on course.
Brisbane Racing Club chief
executive Tony Partridge describes
the 2021 “Stradbroke Season”
as “a carnival two years in the
making” as the club prepares

to welcome back thousands of
racegoers this year.
“It’s been a tough time for
more than a year for all Australians
dealing with the threat of COVID-19.
Somehow, racing continued
seamlessly but with significant
restrictions,” Partridge said.
“Our big meetings in May
and June last year were severely
cut back.
“Now there is genuine
excitement about Queensland
racing in the next two months. Our
feedback is people are ready to
embrace social activity and what
better place to celebrate than a
racetrack with Group 1 racing.”
The Brisbane carnival is a noted
launching pad to stardom.
Over the past decade, there’s
been a string of star horses emerge
through the Brisbane carnival
before going on to bigger prizes
later in the year.
The most notable have been
Melbourne Cup winner Vow
And Declare and, in 2015, Winx,
who started her sequence of
33 consecutive wins here when
winning at the Sunshine Coast and
then the Queensland Guineas.

Nominate
for Business
Awards

Brisbane
Racing Club
chief executive
Tony Partridge.

Now there is genuine
excitement about Queensland
racing in the next two months.
Our feedback is people are
ready to embrace social
activity and what better place
to celebrate than a racetrack
with Group 1 racing

Winx’s trainer Chris Waller has made
an art form of using this carnival to
unveil some of his best horses and he has
another strong team entered in 2021.

The Inner North business
community is urged to submit a
nomination for this year’s Lord
Mayor’s Business Awards.
Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner
said the awards program is the
opportunity to acknowledge and
celebrate local businesses who
have inspired, innovated, and
excelled in the past 12 months.
“The 2021 awards will highlight the
excellence, success and innovation
our business community is known
for, while also acknowledging
the important contribution
local business makes to our
community, city and our economic
recovery,” Cr Schrinner said.
“For the first time, nominations
are open for the Excellence in
International Business Award.
Nominations close on Friday,
July 16, with winners to
be announced at the gala
dinner ceremony at City Hall
on Friday, October 22.

Are you living your best life?
We can help you with that, by bringing our Sanctuary Program to your accommodation in the Noosa area.

Custom Made
Picture Frames
Phone : 2103 5145
Unit 1/28 Ross St, Newstead
(Opposite Bunnings carpark entrance)

LAUNCHING

www.hamiltonframing.com.au
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Noosa Sanctuary is a confidential, personalised, psychological health and wellness recovery program.
We help individuals suffering from depression, anxiety, trauma and executive stress and burnout.
Dr Brenda Graham MBBS FRANZCP Psychiatrist, with her team of professionals, will work with you to
provide an evidence based, fully catered, holistic program tailored to your individual needs and goals.
In addition to your psychological support with Dr Brenda, there are many therapy options, activities and
pampering opportunities to choose. You will be supported every step of the way by your Health Coach
from Monday to Saturday.
A three step program with the aim to maximise the residential phase and reduce interruption
to your normal life.
1. ASSESSMENT PHASE:
We speak with you to determine your needs and goals. This is done via phone or telehealth.
2. RESIDENTIAL ’SANCTUARY’ PHASE:
We begin your personalised, wellness program.

APRIL 2021

A FUN LOCAL
OUTDOOR
EVENT SPACE

3. CONSOLIDATION PHASE:
Ongoing follow-up support calls to help you with your goals after leaving the ’Sanctuary’.
Separate to the ’Sanctuary Experience’, our travel agent can help you with accommodation options
in the Noosa area.
Please note this program is not suitable for drug and alcohol detoxification.

For more information visit us at www.noosasanctuary.com.au
Phone 1800 933 280 | Email info@noosasanctuary.com.au
m a y ’ 21 | M Y V I L L A G E N E W S

5

V n e ws

comment

MIKE O’CONNOR
mikeatunison@icloud.com

Busy going nowhere fast
The passport is propped up against
the desk lamp to remind me that it
expires in August and I really should
do something about renewing it.
The last stamp in it is from Chile,
a reminder of our 11th hour escape
from that country 14 months ago as
its borders slammed shut behind us.
We’re supposed to be in Ireland
now, driving from one side of the
country to the other and stopping at
as many bars as we could find along
the way. Then it was off to Greece to
lie in the sun, swim, eat octopus and
sardines and drink rose as the sun set
on the Aegean Sea.
That was this year’s plan. Then it
became next year’s plan which is fast

n e ws V
becoming the one for the year
after that.
So we decided to travel within Oz
and caught The Ghan from Darwin
to Adelaide. Mid-quaff through
a wine-tasting in the Barossa,
Queensland announced it was
closing its borders so we downed
our drinks and bolted for the
airport.
Then we went to Noosa and on
the day we were to return, Brisbane
locked down. People now ask us
about our travel plans so they can
make sure they don’t go there.
We plan to go driving in Victoria
in October so don’t say I didn’t
warn you.
What do you do when you can’t
leave the country? You do what half
the home owners in the country are
doing and renovate.
We’re now getting a new
bathroom which for me won’t be
anywhere near as exciting as a trip
to Ireland but will last a lot longer.
When it’s finished, I plan to christen
it by standing under the new shower
and drinking a bottle of Guinness.
Ever the optimist, I’ll renew the
passport in the hope that I’ll need it
the year after the year after next.

Have your say email us at editorial@myvillagenews.com.au

Your unique movement
experience starts here

Bugler hits
right note
at races
By Savaira Ratukula
If you have ever attended Brisbane’s
Racing Carnival season, you would
likely have spotted a gentleman
dressed in a black top hat, a striking
red jacket, white pants, and boots.
Known as The Brisbane Bugler,
Ross Stevenson is a 51-year-old Ascot
resident with an impressive career as
a bugle player.
“I used to play in school bands,
and I used to play in brass bands and
military brass bands with my dad,”
Ross said.
“He used to play the trumpet in
brass bands years ago. I sort of got
that from his side when I was growing
up learning how to play the trumpet.”
From Wilston State School to
Kedron State High School, Ross
continued to play the trumpet until
taking a break when he got married.
Ross returned to playing when the
local race club advertised for a bugler.
“It was a little bit hard because

Ross Stevenson is a well-known face at
Brisbane’s Racing Carnival.

obviously when you’re blowing,
you’re using your muscles and
your lips,” Ross said.
“It took me a little while to get
back into it.”
Ross remembers many highlights
during his musical career.
“When I was in Kedron High
School in 1985, our school won the
main fanfare school competition in
Queensland,” he said.
“I’ve played in Brisbane City
Hall and performed solos. Back in
’97, I went to America to a circus
band convention. I was playing
with military, marines and air force
musicians, or professional musicians.
It was a convention where they sort
of specialised in that type of music.”
Catch Ross at the Brisbane Winter
Racing Carnival in June.

Our approach in classes are 1:6, as we know
not all workouts work for everyone and we
like to tailor your movement along the way.
Equipment & Sculpt are

Triple bill
delight

Markets DA yet to be approved

Three wildly different dance
performances by three different
choreographers will premiere
at QPAC’s Playhouse under the
banner Three this month.
Presented by Australasian Dance
Collective, Three will run from
May 26-29 and includes Still Life
by choreographer and dancer Jack
Lister; Alterum by Melanie Lane;
and Cult by Hofesh Shechter.
Still Life is described as embracing
“the dichotomy of the permanence
of visual artworks against the
impermanent nature of dance, creating
a world of poignant conflict where
time passes but memories endure”.
Lister said the reminders of death
showed the importance of living life
to the full and were far from morbid.
“The piece we’ve created is really
about time – taking the medium
of visual art which is, at its core, a
permanent art form and translating
it into our art form which is only
ever transient, impermanent and
in that moment,” he said.

Proposed changes to
the Harris Farm Markets
complex that involve
getting rid of the butchery,
bakery and several carparks
have not been approved yet.
A development application (DA)
was lodged with Brisbane City Council
on April 23 this year to change the
configuration of the Harris Farm
building and carpark, removing
Clayfield Meat Market, Brumby’s
Clayfield and three carparks.
Many customers to the Sandgate
Rd complex thought the changes
were imminent, but Clayfield
Market Meats manager Ben Clarke
said they had just signed a new
five-year lease for their shop.
“A lot of our customers (had
heard about the DA) and were asking
‘when we were we shutting’ and
‘where were we going’,” he said.
“Everyone thought it (the change)
was going to happen straight away.”
Harris Farm Markets took
over ownership of the former
Clayfield Markets late last year

For tickets, visit qpac.com.au.

By Judith Maizey

from long-time operators
Carlo and Susan Lorenti.
The DA proposes to
reconfigure and extend the
Harris Farm tenancy “to
increase its functionality
for staff and customers”.
Prepared by the Town
Planning Alliance, the DA also says
that “the proposed provision of
car parking will continue to meet
the current and expected demand
and it is anticipated that users of

the site will take advantage of the
site’s proximity to the Clayfield train
station and nearby bus stops”.
Mr Clarke said losing three
carparks would make a difference
as the carpark was not good now.
“Why would you expand the
shopping centre and not increase
the carparks?” he asked.
According to the DA, the removal
of three car parking spaces would
involve “minor alterations” and
still leave 43 car parking bays.

Ben Clarke of Clayfield Market Meats.

COMET AUTOMOTIVE
Your Dealership Alternative

EST. 1993

classes are designed to
compliment each other

Exceptional luxury car service for
European vehicles from the best
technicians using the latest technology.

and one pass will let you
access any class in studio
that you need, because

Personalised service from an experienced
team who have worked exclusively with
European vehicles for almost 3 decades.

we understand that
variety is key to keeping

Built by word of mouth and praised from
more than 4000 faithful customers.

you motivated and your
body guessing!

Book your service today.

NEW CLIENT OFFER: 5 classes for $50

T&C's apply

Pilates | Equipment & Floor Based | Clinical | Online
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0409 750 533
HIGHPILATES
HIGHPILATES.COM.AU
159B RACECOURSE RD, ASCOT

3262 2422

36 Collingwood St, Albion | cometautomotive.com.au
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Inspirational teacher retiring after 42 years
By AnneMarie White
Sitting down talking with Mary
Surtees at St Margaret’s School
is like a big warm hug.
She is the combination of
the grandmother we adore, the
inspirational teacher we wish we’d
had and the woman you love to have
a chat with over the back fence.
After an illustrious four-decade
career, Mary is retiring.
Mary landed her first job at the
school as a physical education
teacher after doing her UQ
“practice teaching” there.
“I was sent to St Margaret’s to
redeem the university’s former
bad experiences with the school.
I must have done something good
as next year in 1979, the Head of
PE, Sheena Dyason, invited me to
join the staff. I was very lucky to
have worked under that amazing
woman, who became a life mentor.
“And here I still am – 42
years later,” Mary said.
Over those 40 years, Mary has
continued to re-invent herself.
“I started in the secondary school

Mary Surtees is retiring from St Margaret’s School.

teaching physical education and
overseeing the sports program. This
was truly a dream job. I was into
all sports, and still am, following
my beloved Reds and Lions.
“I have always felt sport teaches
us important life lessons. I think the
current ‘everyone gets a prize’ is

Cooking and table setting classes for young people.
MY KITCHEN WILL BE TAKING A HIATUS DURING JUNE/JULY.
Rest assured I will be compiling new recipe ideas, sourcing ingredients,
structuring table setting designs and excited about welcoming many more
young people back to my kitchen in August. Watch for new classes.

Our Tuesday and Wednesday after-school 6-week block courses are going really well
and I thank those local families who have shown me support. There are a couple of
places available for Tuesday 18th, 25th May and 1st June, for 9-15 yrs.

Book online at www.atjanestable.com

www.atjanestable.com
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0410 261 013

the physical education and German
curriculums led to Mary winning both
a Menzies Scholarship to study PE
throughout the United Kingdom in
1994 and an Endeavour Scholarship
in 2010 to study German at the
Goethe-Institute in Düsseldorf.
“It is such an honour and a pleasure
to be able to indulge in both my
passions of sport and language
and to pass on that knowledge to
my eager, young student minds.”
In the past 10 years, Mary has
worked in leadership as Primary
School Head of Planning
and Organisation, then
as Assistant Head of
Primary; and has also
taken on the role of
It is such an honour
assistant archivist.
and a pleasure to be able
She was also
to indulge in both my
proactively involved
passions of sport and
in establishing
language and to pass on
the
St Margaret’s
not teaching
that knowledge to my eager,
Professional
Women’s
young people
young student minds.
Network, of which
courage and
Mary said: “It’s is a
resilience in life.
wonderful vehicle to
Sport teaches us
inspire our senior students,
that there are times
alumni and high-achieving
we win and times we don’t;
and each teaches us new strengths.”
women to be their best selves.”
Although sport was all consuming,
With retirement beckoning
it was the love of languages,
on June 18, Mary’s eyes lit up
particularly German, that was
at all the opportunities.
her passion. After five years at
“There is a moment of knowing.
St Margaret’s, Mary took a year’s
I didn’t ever intend to be here for
leave to pursue that passion and
this long, but with a few back and
travelled overseas, where she
knee irritabilities, I now need to
completed a degree in German.
spend time on me,” she said.
“I think that my love for German
“Over the past nearly 50 years, my
stems back to a single moment
life has been ruled by time. Working
in time when I was an 11-year-old
sometimes 80-hour weeks. I’ve never
student at St Rita’s College.
had time just for me. Now, although I
“My German teacher, Frau Wagner,
admit I will struggle a little, knowing
always wore long sleeves and one day,
things will go along without me, there
with a button undone, I saw she had
is much to do and see. So many books
numbers inked on her wrist. When I
to be read, friends to enjoy, mahjong
asked about it, she simply said ‘I can
to be played and countries to visit.”
never tell you about the numbers’.
Recently a Facebook post
It was she who inspired my love of
announcing
Mary’s retirement
languages, in particular German.
brought her to tears.
I would love to visit a synagogue
“I don’t think I’ve ever been
with her in my retirement.”
as
proud as when I read so many
From then, Mary’s career
beautiful, personal compliments.
took on the two-fold trajectory
I never realised how many young
of sport and languages.
women I had influenced positively.
“I came back to St Margaret’s and
It was wonderful; like a funeral
fortuitously landed a job teaching
where people pay tribute. But I am
sport and German in both the
primary and secondary schools.
not dead, just retiring. And it is so
Sadly, German was phased out in
affirming that I know I can leave in
2019, but certainly going back to
the knowledge I always did my best.
Germany when we are able, is on my
“My dad regularly said, ‘if there is a
retirement bucket list,”she said.
job to be done – do it to your best’.’’
Her desire to learn and improve
A 42-year job well done, Mary!

Introducing The Albion Marketplace
S E RV I N G T H E CO M M U N I T Y DA I LY F R O M 6 A M TO 9 P M

Brisbane’s most exciting Fine Foods Market!
The Albion Marketplace is your one-stop shop for all your grocery needs. We are your new fine foods grocer offering a vast range of exquisite
foods including deli, bakery, produce, meats and cheeses. Our fine foods cater to all your organic, gluten-free, vegan, health, and well-being
needs. Most of our products are locally sourced to help grow and support local Australian businesses. We also have Campos Coffee and fresh
flowers plus we are open daily from 6am including public holidays. Visit us in store for an exciting shopping experience like no other!

Campos coffee • Premium Deli • Fresh Produce • Meats • Cheeses • Flowers • Ample Parking
07 3862 1553
YOUR LOCAL GROCER

O P E N D A I LY 6 A M - 9 P M

 @thealbionmarketplace

SHOP 1/6 CROSBY RD ALBION QLD 4010
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Secure your emails with a
professional Spam Filter to
reduce the junk and virus emails

Optional – have permanent
backups of every email
sent or received

Business grade email reliability
and availability – hosted in
Australia by Microsoft

Optional – Access the full suite
of Office software – Word,
Excel, Outlook plus more

LOOKING AFTER SMALL TO MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESS ICT FOR OVER 22 YEARS, AUSTRALIA WIDE.

CALL US NOW FOR AN AUDIT ON
YOUR OFFICE 365 AND YOUR ICT
AT OUR EXPENSE. NO OBLIGATION.

13000
13000 846 36

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT www.tocs.com.au OR EMAIL sales@tocs.com.au
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Mature age
Blue Card
INNER NORTH ONLY
$20/hour
Contact Emma on

0466 802 456

VACCINATIONS

SMS REMINDERS

WOMEN’S
HEALTH CHECKS

ABSENCE
CERTIFICATES

NATIONAL DIABETES
SERVICES SCHEMES

MENU

sayso
speech pathology
speech sounds + clarity
listening + understanding
reading + spelling
phonemic awareness
expressive language
stuttering
adults + children
reading readiness

HOME DELIVERY

Mein St

PRICELINE ESSENTIAL
45 MINUTES
$ $50 - REGULAR | $45 - SISTER CLUB
REDEEMABLE ON PRODUCT

Mein St

PLUS, MEDICAL
CENTRE UPSTAIRS

PRICELINE GLAM
60 MINUTES
$ $65 - REGULAR | $60 - SISTER CLUB
REDEEMABLE ON PRODUCT

OPEN 7 DAYS

dimity williams
t: 0413 307 167

Mon–Fri
8am–7pm

e: enquiries@speech-pathologists.com.au

Sat & Sun
9am–5pm
Your family during COVID19

PRICELINE LASHES
15 MINUTES
$ $10

Recently separated and need advice
about parenting and property?
We are available and can assist you
via telephone, Zoom, or Microsoft Teams.

REDEEMABLE ON PRODUCT

EXPRESS BEAUTY SERVICES
PSST…DID YOU KNOW THAT PRICELINE
OFFERS A GREAT RANGE OF FREE
IN-STORE BEAUTY SERVICES?

Book your appointment on 3171 2229.
Corporate House, Gasworks Plaza
Lobby 1, Level 2, 76 Skyring Tce, Newstead Q

sambanisfamilylaw.com.au

Priceline Pharmacy Ascot

Tenancy 2 Racecourse Village, 188 Nudgee Road, Ascot
Ph: 3338 8555

Hampden
St
Hampden

St

St

Optional - access 1 Terabyte
of cloud storage per user

S E R V IC E S

or it’s just an hour on Sunday,” he said.
“There’s a big disconnect with
culture and church now – hopefully
this little cafe might lessen that gap a
little bit.”
Mr David said they were definitely
not going to shout the gospel at people
when they come for coffee.
“It’s a reconnection,” he said.
MOM’s Cafe at 9 Bowman St,
Hendra, is open to everyone on Friday
from 8.15am-9.30am. All money raised
goes to the church’s youth groups.
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Youth worker Harry David has a
vision to make a church in Hendra
a community space and he’s
using coffee as the drawcard.
Based at Mother of Mercy Catholic
Parish, Mr David was one of the
instigators behind the MOM Cafe on
Friday mornings.
Mr David, who is also the chaplain
at nearby Our Lady Help of Christians
Primary School, hopes the coffee
mornings will be “the catalyst” to
bring the community together.
“It’s my personal opinion that when
people say ‘let’s hang out’, they say
‘let’s go get a coffee’ and I think the
main community centres in this day
and age are cafes,” he said.
“But why not have a local parish
centre as a community space? That’s my
big vision, but we’ve got to start small.”
Mr David said they were “100 per
cent” tapping in to people’s love of
coffee to bring them back to the
church.
“It’s a very sad fact that people are
really afraid to go to church or they’re
not familiar with the church because
they think they’re going to be judged
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IT’S TIME YOU TOOK YOUR IT SUPPORT

By Judith Maizey

Rd

Before getting married
and having my own child,
I was guilty of asking
questions like that of every
newlywed couple I knew.

Priceline Pharmacy Ascot

Nudgee

It can be really hard
to get pregnant; that’s
something teachers don’t
jump at the chance to
tell us in high school.
It’s not even something women or
men really feel comfortable talking
about as adults because it attacks our
own sense of fertility, virility, potency,
sexuality, health, lifestyle or personality.
Even writing this frank column about it
is difficult. And that’s sad really.
Procreating is one of life’s common
denominators. It’s an act as old as time
and we could all feel a little less alone
by sharing its struggles and triumphs.

Church cafe supports youth

Rd
Nudgee

motherhood

ANNABELLE CHAPPLE

But when I say we should talk about
the making of babies, I don’t mean
asking, “so, do you think you’ll have
kids?” or “will you have any more?”
Before getting married and having
my own child, I was guilty of asking
questions like that of every newlywed
couple I knew. What an idiot. I had
no idea about the journey they could
have been on.
In the past 12 months, I have shared,
alongside friends and acquaintances,
the emotionally raw and tender pain
of a miscarriage. Some kept theirs
secret and that’s fine. I found catharsis
in sharing my story in this column and
with friends. I still come across people
in my periphery who don’t know,
though, and weekly I’m asked whether
we’ll “have another one”. It’s painful
every time.
Also, in these moments, time slows
as poker machine wheels spin in my
head to moderate my answer. I match
up how I know this person, if we are
close, if it will be awkward afterwards.
It’s exhausting, so I’ve found myself
more often than not deferring
to honesty: Ask about my family
planning with “how’s the weather”
casually and expect the stormy truth.
It’s prompted some touching
shared moments and other awkward
apologies but hopefully also a lesson
that’s unforgettable.
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Curtain closes on theatre legend’s time at Heath House
By Joe Hinchliffe
Heath House perches
atop a hill in Clayfield
like a fairytale castle.
And for decades
there has indeed been
magic invoked upon the
creaking timber floors and in
the overgrown backyard of this historic
old Queenslander on Bonney Ave.
Because the most recent caretaker of
Heath House, Bryan Nason, is a lifelong
actor and theatre director.
But Nason never believed theatre
should be hidden behind the walls of an
institution.
He’s made a career of taking theatre
to the people, out to the far-flung towns
where they live, in their public spaces and
homes – most significantly, his own.
During the ’60s, an era he lovingly
refers to as “the wild old days of
theatre”, Nason was part of a pioneering
troupe of “young and vigorous” actors
who toured regional Queensland via its
train tracks, performing in musty timber
halls and atop the trays of utes.
This work of Nason and his colleagues
led to the formation of the Queensland
Theatre Company, whose first ever
production – 1969’s The Royal Hunt of
the Sun – Nason directed.
But, over the decades, it was Heath
House which bore witness to some of
his most scintillating and, occasionally,
outrageous performances.
Though not all were his own.
Nason lists his favourite Heath House
performance as Jason Klarwein’s 2003
production of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.
“It just had the magical spirit of that
wonderful play, together with a great
deal of needed, lively, rough, comedy,”
Nason said.
“And it was in the open air under the
trees, so what could be better?”
Others might list Nason’s 2015 one-

man show devoted to the writings
of the 16th century French
philosopher Michel de Montaigne
as Heath House’s most singular
production.
Nason began the 90-minute
performance with his ruff and
period jacket painted silver. By its
conclusion, he was nude.
“Montaigne stripped himself bare
with his amazing writing,” Nason said.
“He’d given everything of himself,
including his wealth... so I just thought
it was really offensive to Montaigne to
have actual clothes on at the
end of my story.
“So I just took all my clothes off.”
Nason, too, gave everything to a
cause – but to that of his other idol,
William Shakespeare.
Other theatre actors of his
generation went on to celebrated
careers in cinema.
But, for Nason, there was only ever
the stage.
“What choice was there?,” Nason said.
“If you are an actor, then that’s what
you are.
“There was no choice.”
Throughout his travels, Heath House
remained a constant in Nason’s life, its
many wings and hidden rooms hoarding
handmade costumes and stage props as
the decades past like holy relics.
Bought by his parents in 1950, Heath
House was a family home for Nason, his
four siblings and grandparents.
The house itself was built in 1888 for
a man who would become Brisbane’s
mayor and occupied by the US Army
during World War II as an officers’
mess, its tower offering a sweeping
view for plane spotting.
Still, surely, Heath House never knew
another occupant like Nason.
Now, after 70 years, the curtain is
officially closing on his time in that
grand Clayfield home.
Nason has sold the property and will
settle in July.
Drone shot of Heath House

Drone shot of Heath House.
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Inside Heath House
(FAR LEFT)
Bryan Nason
plays the sorcerer
Prospero with Scott
Maidment as Ariel in
The Tempest.
(LEFT)
Bryan Nason,
playing 16th century
French philosopher
Michel de Montaigne
in his 2015 one man
show.

Shakespeare lives on in Heath House
In its closing act, Heath House
was able to witness one final
surprise from Nason.
At 82 years of age, the lifelong
performer finally agreed to act in
a movie.
Nason stars in a short film,
Not To Be, directed by Katrina
Channells, and co-written by this
author.
Shot in April, the film is the story
of an ageing Shakespearean actor
who decides to exit stage with a
performance he is determined no
one will ever forget.
It is set entirely in Heath House,
which also plays a lead role in
the film.
And, though a work of fiction, it
draws inspiration from the life of
Nason. He also plays the film’s score
on piano.
“You don’t meet many characters
like Bryan,” Channells said.
“People who have devoted their
entire life to art.”
That the art form in question was
theatre made Nason’s devotion all
the more special, Channells said,
given that it was rarely a lucrative
pursuit and one which often seemed
at odds with the modern world.

“Theatre is all about being
present in the moment,”
Channells said.
“And that is a rare thing
these days.”
The filmmaker said she hoped
to capture some of the magic of
the stage in her film and continue
Nason’s tradition of taking the
performance to the people.
Once complete, Not To Be will
have an opening night in the vein of
Nason’s Heath House productions.
To find out more, check out @
NotToBeShortFilm on Facebook.
You can also help bring the film
to life through its crowdfunding
campaign.
As well as fiction, the filmmakers
recorded interviews and footage to
make a short documentary about
Nason’s life.
“More people should know
Bryan’s story,” Channells said.
For his part, Nason is
approaching the sale of his
home as he has his entire life:
philosophically.
“It never belonged to me
anyway,” Nason said.
“The house always belonged to
William Shakespeare.”
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The House where love reigns
By AnneMarie White
Zoey was born a beautiful,
healthy little girl 10 years ago.
But her mother Sarah noticed
quite early that her second daughter
was having a few developmental
concerns. It was only when at five
months old Zoey had a massive
seizure that lasted more than an hour,
stopped breathing and was rushed
into ICU that the family instantly
knew something just wasn’t right.
It was a frightening and bewildering
initiation for the family who live
in Hamilton. Suddenly they had to
learn to care for a child with severe
disabilities and complex needs, who
was not expected to live to adulthood.
Fortunately, Hummingbird House,
the vision of Gabrielle and Paul
Quilliam, was there to help. After
fostering a child with a life-limiting
condition, the Quilliams made it
their mission to build a home away
from home for Queensland families
living this reality every day.
“Hummingbird House is
Queensland’s only children’s hospice
and it became a shared vision of

thousands of families and supporters
across Queensland, who recognised
what this amazing place could
mean for families; providing them
a place to come together to rest
and recharge, get support during
difficult times, or say goodbye to their
child,” Hummingbird House general
manager Fiona Hawthorne said.
“At its heart, Hummingbird House
is here to provide care for children
who are likely to die within hours,
days, weeks, months or years which
means we walk alongside some
families briefly – and others for
many years,” Dr Hawthorne said.
“Families can access our
services at our purposebuilt facility at Chermside, or
within their own homes.”
Now, just over a decade since
her first seizure, young Zoey smiles
and splashes as she enjoys her
regular hydrotherapy session at
the specialised pool at the House.
Mum Sarah said Hummingbird
House had been “been a lifesaver”.
The life of a family with a child who
has severe disabilities is demanding,
and this family is very appreciative
of the professional support, love
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Ericka Mira (physiotherapist) Zoey Watson, Sarah Meyers & Anya Watson. Photo by Shona Bryan.

and kindness they continue to
receive at Hummingbird House.
“Since opening our doors in late
2016, Hummingbird House has
welcomed over 300 families from
right across Queensland into our
warm embrace, providing them with
kindness, compassion, and care as
they navigate life living with and
loving a child with a life-limiting
condition,” Dr Hawthorne said.
“We know we are on alert with
Zoey 24 hours a day, and that
brings isolation and exhaustion; but
regular care and physio sessions,
overnight family stays at the House
or even a short respite break help us
manage our family life,” Sarah said
“Hummingbird House
wraps us with love.
“The staff and families here
‘adopted’ us into their extended
family. We feel we are with people
who not only understand the trials
of caring for a child with a lifelimiting condition, but who provide
friendship. Anya has made friends
with other families and siblings here
which normalises Zoey’s disability
for her. And that is important.”
When her 13-year-old big sister
is asked what pastimes Zoey loves,
Anya said: “Me! She loves me.”
Anya is Zoey’s confidante,

dancing buddy, her champion
and her protector.
“I was only three when Zoey was
born so she’s always been like she
is – but I truly can’t imagine life
without her. I don’t like to think
about her future – just keep on
loving her and doing lots of things
together while we can. We chat
through a communication tool and
we do heaps together – even learning
dancing together,” Anya said.
“I am very conscious she is not
a baby so we do regular teenage
things like lying in bed making TikTok
videos; laughing, listening to music
– her fave is Taylor Swift and ABBA
– although when ABBA is on endless
replay we know it is a long day.”
Sarah’s family don’t like to think
past the present. “Zoey is doing
really well at the moment and we
concentrate on each day knowing we
have help both now and on the final
days when we need it,” she said.
They, and all families, appreciate
that they are surrounded
with compassion and that the
Hummingbird House family and
staff will be there to comfort and
envelop them in their times of need.
www.hummingbirdhouse.org
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Margery, 87, raising the barre
By Judith Maizey
At 87, Margery Macrossan is no
spring chicken, but she happily
accepts the moniker of Silver Swan.
For the past three years, Mrs
Macrossan has been a member of
the Silver Swans ballet group which
meets twice a week at the Hamilton
Town Hall.
One of the first to join the
classes when they started and now
the oldest, Mrs Macrossan never
attended one ballet class as a
child and is not a fan of organised
exercise.
“I don’t do any other exercise,
none at all. I don’t care for walking
and I can’t walk up hills. I get out of
breath very easily so this is my only
form of exercise,” she said.
“I was a bit sceptical at first, but I
came along and thought I like doing
this, this is fun, this is enjoyable. It’s
gentle exercise to beautiful music.”
Ascot Dance School owner Marilyn
Culpitt, who teaches the classes, said
the idea came from grandmother
Louise Aubrey, who used to bring her
two granddaughters to the school.
“She suggested I start a ballet

class for the more mature dancer...
and it’s been the most rewarding class
that I’ve taught,” she said.
“They’re just a delightful group
of women, they’re very nurturing,
they’re very welcoming and it’s a
great way for them to discover their
inner ballerina.
“Perhaps they didn’t have the
chance to dance when they were
younger or didn’t go as far as they
wanted so they’re all recapturing the
moment.”
Ms Culpitt said the class was
conducted with the age of women in
mind with the youngest being 45 and
the oldest 87.
She said there was no prerequisite
to have any ballet knowledge to
become a Silver Swan.
“It’s just a beautiful form of
exercise set to sensational music and
it’s a joy for everyone involved,” she
said.
“Even those that were bought
through the door kicking and
screaming are now here twice a
week.”
Mrs Macrossan said the classes
were the highlight of her week.
“Marilyn tailors things to our

Classic

Silver Swans (from left) Louise Aubrey, 84,
of Hamilton, Eleanor Ellis, 80, of Bulimba,
and Margery Macrossan, 87, of Hamilton.

different abilities or lack of and just
makes it so pleasant,” she said.
“They’re a lovely bunch of women
(in the group), they’re all warm
and welcoming and we love new
people coming in from different life
experiences,” she said.
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Wendy wins big with
Mother’s Day hamper
Congratulations to the lucky
winner of the Mother’s Day gift
hamper, Wendy Matthews, who
won the big draw on May 6.
Wendy and her family said they
were thrilled with the hamper full of
delicious goodies.
“It was very exciting,” Wendy said.
“We had only entered the night

before, and we shop there so it
was quite a treat.”
Thank you to our wonderful
friends at The Albion Marketplace
for providing the ultimate Mother’s
Day hamper giveaway.
The Albion Marketplace is open
from 6am-9pm every day and is
actively involved in the community.
It features a continental deli
that should be the
main port of call
for locals seeking
artisanal meats,
cheeses, premium
pantry fillers and
coffee.
We hope Wendy
and the family enjoy
the hamper.

Wendy Matthews
celebrates on winning
her hamper.

Ross Stevenson, Alex Nolan & Craig Sheppard

Anne Reynolds, Ella Cohen, Sarah Sherlock & Adrian Clarke

Damian Olsen, James Currah & Adrian Dumont

Winter racing launch
Brisbane Racing Club launched the Winter Racing
Carnival “Stradbroke Season presented by TAB .”
Racing during May and June.
Photos by Shona Bryan

Georgina Cartwright & Melissa Weatherley

Kathi Meredith, Pam Cameron & Kate McKell

Tim Weigh & Daniel Sharman

David Salmon & Jo Johnson

Louise & Richard Morrison with Mary Bell

Small business hub launch
A new opportunity exists for the
growing number of entrepreneurs
operating in the suburbs, with the
launch of a local Small Business
Hub by Brisbane City Council.
Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner said
the number of newly registered
businesses in 2020 had grown by 3
per cent and the new venue would
provide them with greater access to
support services and expert advice.
“Right across our city, people are
turning their clever ideas into exciting
business ventures from their own
homes,” Councillor Schrinner said.
“Our Suburban Business Hub
will give them a venue that offers
networking opportunities, free,
bookable spaces to hold meetings and
events, and the ability to set up popup stalls using the hub’s ‘shopfront’.
“We’re backing these businesses
by helping them navigate the
economic challenges by offering
training workshops and development
programs which will improve their
operations and long-term viability.”
The opening of the hub follows
the success of the council’s citybased Business Hub model which has
supported more than 2500 business
20
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Mizzie the Kangaroo owner Sandra Ebbott
with Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner.

representatives and hosted more than
70 events since opening six months ago.
One of the hub’s first events
will be an eight-week program to
help Brisbane’s booming number
of female entrepreneurs.
Local Brisbane businesses Chris
Riley Art and Mizzie the Kangaroo
have also taken over part of the space
this month with their pop-up displays.
Located at 16 Aspinall St, Nundah,
the hub will be open for use 7am6pm, Monday-Friday, and offers
free Wi-Fi, office furnishings, a
kitchenette, whiteboards and
AV input. Bookings can be made
through the council’s website.
m a y ’ 21 | M Y V I L L A G E N E W S
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NUNDAH & DISTRICTS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pineapples once district’s
chief crop
Where pineapple farms once
stood are now the sites of some of
Brisbane’s most splendid homes.
In the early days of convict
settlement in Brisbane, extensive
vegetable growing was carried out
at the Women’s Prison at Eagle
Farm (the site of the old control
tower at Eagle Farm Airport) for the
settlement in Brisbane. Later, when
free settlers arrived, they moved
into the Pinkenba, Myrtletown and
Nudgee areas to take advantage
of this proven productive area.
It is to be remembered these
settlers came from Europe and
planted the vegetables from
their homelands as well as the
fruits they were familiar with –
peaches and grapes. Before long,
it was realised that the tropical
pineapple grew well in the area.

The rough leaf pineapple was
introduced to the Moreton Bay colony
by the German missionaries of Zion Hill
circa 1838, with the Reverend Johann
Gottfried Wagner being the first to
successfully grow commercial yields of
pineapples at his farm on what is now
known as Hedley Ave, Nundah (across
from Nundah Historic Cemetery).
In 1881, the smooth leaf pineapple
was introduced to Queensland from
French Guiana by way of France and
Kew Gardens, London, and it was this
variety that became the centre of
Queensland’s pineapple industry.
As more growers came, there
were more pineapples grown than
could be sold, and some progressive
farmers decided to can their “pines”.
Sugar was plentiful as it was being
grown on the banks of the Brisbane
River and also refined at mills there,
and on the Logan River. Another
local industry was formed.
The Hamilton, Ascot, Clayfield and
Hendra areas were once dotted with
pineapple farms. William Hudson had
a pineapple farm on Bonney Ave. Mrs
Stuckey, in 1907, had a pineapple farm
at Clayfield. William Cooksley had eight
acres under “pines” on the site where
St Augustine’s Anglican Church now
stands in Racecourse Rd, Hamilton.
In May 1855, John Lancaster bought
just over 40 acres of land, which was

179 TURBOT STREET • LEVEL 21

Gerler Farm in Hendra. Photo donated to
Nundah & Districts Historical Society Inc.,
courtesy of Mary Warry.

later known as “Middle Farm”. The
farm covered the area now bordered
by Lancaster Rd, Nudgee Rd, Beatrice
Tce and Racecourse Rd. Here, he
successfully farmed pineapples.
German missionary Carl Frederich
Gerler, in an effort to support
his growing family, purchased
193 acres of land on Nudgee
Rd, Hendra, on which he built a
house and planted a vineyard and
orchard, and successfully farmed
pineapples. Gerler’s property
was known as “Carlsburg”, where

In May 1855, John
Lancaster bought just over
40 acres of land, which
was later known as “Middle
Farm”. The farm covered
the area now bordered
by Lancaster Rd, Nudgee
Rd, Beatrice Tce and
Racecourse Rd.

he produced wine from the
Isabella grape variety, a creditable
mulberry wine and pineapple wine
from the juice of pineapples.
The Nundah & Districts
Historical Society Inc. welcomes
new members. To join, contact
nundahhistoricalsociety@bigpond.com

A new
senior high
school in
Spring Hill
OPEN DAY
10 am - 2 pm
Saturday, 29th May
Register Now at
www.iescollege.com

An independent, co-educational senior high school offering the
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme for year 11 and 12.
• Inclusive environment
• Boutique education
• Holistic approach to learning
• Later morning start
• No uniform
• Global mindset
Enrolments now open for year 11, 2022.
Limited scholarships available.
Come and say hello!
www.iescollege.com
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on the record

Trailblazer Kate performing
in Outback
By Tanee Panagopoulos 	
In what continues to be a tough
time for music festivals, Queensland
Music Festival (QMF) Ambassador
and Queensland-born pop icon
Kate Miller-Heidke (pictured) says
she is excited about the launch
of statewide music initiative
Queensland Music Trails.
Queensland Music Trails features a
combination of Aussie road trip and
festival experience this June.
Along with acclaimed Kalkadunga
artist William Barton, Miller-Heidke
is joining the Trails on Tuesday, June
29, in the small north Queensland
town of Charleville to deliver an
exclusive chamber concert, Music for
Stargazing.
“When I speak to friends from
overseas, yeah, they’ve all heard of
Sydney and the beaches, but I always
tell them about the Outback because I
think there’s no other place quite like
it,” Miller-Heidke said.
Miller-Heidke said she was “just so
happy to be involved”.
“William Barton is a world-famous
Queenslander and a musical genius
and is writing a commission based on
Charleville and on his dialogue with
the traditional owners of that area.
We’ve got a group of astonishingly
good musicians that are all coming to
put this show together.”
She said she is especially keen to
get back to the town of Charleville,
having briefly lived there in her youth.
“I’ve played lots of shows in
Australia, but I’ve never played a show
there despite the fact that I lived there
for a year when I was in Grade 3.”
She said she is very excited to be
performing for a live audience again.

St Rita’s College Music Captain (Vocal) Annie Dougherty, pictured right. Photo supplied.

St Rita’s excels with Wizard
of Oz show
“I admit it was something I used to
take for granted, you know if it ever
got too busy I’d even complain about
it,” Miller-Heidke said.
“Now I look back and think I was just
ignorant; it’s something I don’t ever
think I’ll take for granted again really.
“I didn’t realise how much live
performance sort of sustained me –
it’s a place for me to get inspiration.
There’s no more powerful tool for
that than live performance and sitting
in an audience and kind of feeling one
with the other people there. It’s a way
to escape and to transcend the day
to day.
“Getting to collaborate with Will
Barton and all of the other amazing
musicians that are on this gig is going
to be a really inspiring experience
for me.”
Visit qldmusictrails.com

NEED HELP TO FIND CARE OPTIONS FOR A LOVED ONE?

YOUR PRIVATE CARE PLANNERS
PERSONALISED CARE OPTIONS PACKAGES
Advising and coordinating the Best Care
Options for you or your loved one.
Tailored packages in line with your needs,
values and wants. Discreet and confidential.

CARE SUPPORT OPTIONS
HOME CARER TRAINING

Call us on 0466 411 306
info@exclusivecareoptions.com.au | www.exclusivecareoptions.com.au
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WITH QMUSIC’S
NATALIE STRIJLAND
chair@qmusic.com.au

In the lead-up to QMusic’s
red carpet presentation
of The Queensland Music
Awards, the QMusic team
has pulled together five essentiallistening songs of the month.

EXCLUSIVE CARE OPTIONS
OR FOR YOURSELF?

2. BALL PARK MUSIC –
CHERUB
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of industry professionals.”
Mrs Coster said Year 12 student
and college music captain (vocal)
A modern musical take on one
Annie Dougherty stunned audiences
of the greatest films of all time
in the role of Dorothy at the Trinity
was recently brought to life on
Centre Auditorium production.
stage by the very talented cast
“One of my favourite parts about
and crew at St Rita’s College.
playing Dorothy was working with a
Months in the making and involving
real-life Toto and the joy of being able
more than 150 students, the opening
night of The Wizard of Oz sold out in
to perform with a brilliant cast and
record time.
orchestra,” Annie said.
St Rita’s College Head of
“The amazing range of
The Arts and musical
talents showcased from
director Bliss Coster
so many of the girls
said the time, effort
at St Rita’s really
and determination
worked to create
One of my favourite parts
of staff and
an outstanding
about playing Dorothy was
students proved
and professional
working with a real-life Toto
“nothing short of
production.”
and the joy of being able
wonderful”.
A spectacular
to perform with a brilliant
“This was The
24-piece orchestra
cast
and
orchestra.
Wizard of Oz like
featuring an array
you have never
of instruments was
seen it before,” Mrs
led by St Rita’s College
Coster said.
Head of Co-curricular
“We took the classic
Music Craig Kennedy.
tale and added amazing
“While much of the music is
modern backdrops, hilarious onewell beyond the standard usually
liners, 76 munchkins, 50 OzLand
performed in regular ensembles,
people, accents, an all-female cast, a
orchestra students thoroughly
real-life Toto and some of the most
enjoyed this challenge and certainly
phenomenal costumes you have ever
rose to the occasion,” Mr Kennedy
seen in a school production.”
said.
“Due to a sell-out season, we had
“They encountered many new
to open up two extra shows due to
musical concepts and have been
such a high demand; it was just so
enriched by the whole experience
heart-warming.
which will only serve to develop the
“I have directed many productions
belief they have in themselves when
over the past 13 years working in the
they next face a challenging situation.
entertainment industry, but the work
“This will be a memory they will
quality of the lead vocalists, actors
and musicians was equivalent to that
treasure for many years to come.”

1. EVES K ARYDAS –
COMPLICATED
Eves Karydas has been steadily
working her way to pop stardom over
the past few years. Following her 2018
debut album Summerskin, Karydas’s
latest pop gem, Complicated, has
landed her a nomination in the Pop
Category at 2021 Queensland Music
Awards, as well as charting at No.22
in the 2021 triple j Hottest 100. She
will be taking her sugary pop tunes
on the road, stopping off at venues
all over Queensland this May.

At this stage, Ball Park Music are
truly considered Brisbane music
royalty. The ARIA-nominated fivepiece returned last year with the
excellent Ball Park Music, their
sixth studio album that shows off
exactly why they’ve cemented
themselves as veterans of Australian
indie rock. Landing at No.4 in triple
j’s 2021 Hottest 100, Cherub is a
sing-along acoustic odyssey that
exemplifies the feel good energy
that the band has preserved across
their career. The band have also
nabbed themselves nominations
for Rock Song Of The Year and
Album Of The Year at this year’s
2021 Queensland Music Awards.

3. WASHINGTON –
BATFLOWERS
Returning with her first fulllength album in six years, Megan
Washington’s lavish and vulnerable
Batflowers opens with a song of the
same name, filled with warmth and
tales of love-letting and forgiveness.
The ARIA-winner returned to
Queensland after years living
interstate and overseas, putting
on a limited run of grand cabaretquality performances at The Tivoli

in Brisbane, bringing her 2021
Queensland Music Award Album of
The Year nominated album to life.

4. MZAZA – L’HOMME A LA
MOTO
The impressive musicianship of
MZAZA – deftly realised with
accordion, violin, percussion, double
bass and Flamenco guitar – embraces
diversity, the old and the new, the
familiar and the foreign. Two-time
Queensland Music Award winners,
the five-piece are playing this year’s
QMAs ceremony as well as being
nominated for the World Music
Awards with their song The Ether.

5. BECK AH AMANI –
STRANGER
Gold Coast singer-songwriter Beckah
Amani has spent the past three
years crafting careful and healing
songs that allow you to pause and
reflect. Nominated as a finalist in
this year’s Billy Thorpe Scholarship,
Amani’s latest song Stranger is an
emotional journey that showcases
her stunning voice and songwriting
ability. Having participated in the
recent APRA AMCOS Songhubs
on the Gold Coast, there’s lots to
look forward to in collaborations
from the young song-crafter.

2

3

4

5

PICTURED TOP TO BOTTOM: Eves Karyda,
Ball Park Music, Megan Washington, five-piece
Mzaza, Beckah Amani.

Kedron
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All Star Club
athletes off
to Nationals
By Ethan Irvine
Six athletes from the All-Stars
Baseball Club in Hendra have qualified
to play in the National Championships
for the Brisbane Metro teams.
Club President Kim Anderson
said she was proud of the players,
considering the size of the club.
“All Stars is relatively small
compared to some in North
Brisbane, however, it doesn’t
stop us from proudly producing
amazing base-ballers. The All-Star
Club has produced players who
have represented Australia in the
Olympics and the Brisbane Bandits
in the Australian Baseball League,”
Anderson said.
The State Championship was
recently held in Redcliffe for the
Little, Junior and Senior leagues. All
the representative teams from around
the state competed in a bid to qualify
for Nationals.
The Little League Division 1 team
which included Sam Hawke, Xavier
Huntley and Charlotte Stokes won
a silver medal in their division. Will

prop er ty V
Trotter and Phoenix Morton, of the
Division 2 Little League team, won
their division overall.
Both teams qualified for the
National Championships which takes
place at Lismore in June.
The club also had athletes in the
Division 1 Junior League team with
Luka Moore and Max Strickland. Their
team also won the division, sending
them to Nationals at Adelaide in
May. Luka was also selected in the
Queensland school sport Under-14
merit team.
The players started the season
in January and have been working
towards competing at the highest
level all season.
“These players have learnt from our
exceptional coaches that have helped
improve their baseball skills and each
of these players is very committed to
learning more,” Anderson said.
The club is proud of the
accomplishments and looks forward
to next season.
“We wish all our club players and
their teams the best of luck when
competing. Sign-on for our new
season will be in August, so keep a
lookout for sign-on days,”
Anderson said.
Usually, the winner of the National
Championships would be invited to go
to the US to compete in the Little or
Junior League World Series, however,
due to COVID-19 only teams from the
US will be competing in the series
this year.

Charlotte, Xavier and Sam.

26

M Y V I L L AG E N EWS | I N N E R N O R T H

INNER–NORTH
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Josh Flook (LEFT) with Kalani Thomas holding the trophy.

From schoolboy to Super
Rugby champ

years to make the transition from
schoolboy at Nudgee College to
professional rugby player, with him
By Ethan Irvine
making his Reds debut as an 18-yearold in 2020.
“It all happened a lot quicker than I
Many rugby players go their
thought it would originally and it was
whole career without winning
a big step up, especially in the size and
a competition but Queensland
physicality of the players,” he said.
Reds centre Josh Flook has won a
Flook began playing at Brothers
Super Rugby Championship after
Rugby Club in the Under-6 team.
playing just under a year
He credited his Brothers
as a professional.
teammates with helping him
Having only played
make the move into the
a handful of games
Reds.
for the Reds, Flook
“The Brothers
We have turned our
was given the
boys – Harry Wilson,
focus to the New Zealand
starting outside
Fraser McReight,
teams. We know they’re the
centre position
Ryan Smith, and
best in the world; we have
and played
Lawson Creighton –
got
to
show
them
we
have
the entire
to see those familiar
the skillset and class to be
86 minutes
faces made it a lot
able to match them.
of the Grand
easier for me coming
Final against the
in, being the new
Brumbies.
bloke,” he said.
“I was nervous.
The Reds will now play
I tried to keep it out of
New Zealand clubs, starting with
my head by going to Brothers and
the Highlanders in Dunedin.
watching them during the day,”
“We have turned our focus to the
Flook said.
New Zealand teams. We know they’re
Growing up watching the Reds,
the best in the world; we have got to
Flook had seen players like James
show them we have the skillset and
O’Connor on the field, who he ended
class to be able to match them,” he
up playing alongside in the Grand
said.
Final.
Flook said he planned to play a
O’Connor told Flook it had taken
few games for Brothers after the NZ
his entire career to date to be in a
games and to play in the Under-20
team to win the final, yet Flook had
Junior Wallabies team after playing
achieved it aged just 19.
and captaining the Under-18 side in
“He’s someone I have looked
2019.
up to since I was young, so to play
“I will be putting my hand up for
alongside him in a grand final was
that squad and to get some game
really cool,” Flook said.
time at some point – we will just have
It took Flook just under two
to see,” Flook said.

Coming soon
2/9 GRIFFITH ST, NEW FARM
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I doIforDOwhat
I
love
WHAT
I LOVE
a living

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

FOR A LIVING.

“I love real estate and helping people, and it’s not by

chance that I consistently deliver well above-market
prices for my Vendors. My relationships post-sale

with Vendors and Buyers alike are a testament to the
care I take in this process.

Ascot Accounting has been delivering
high quality accounting services to the
surrounding suburbs for the last 35 years.

When you appoint me as your selling agent

I become your loyal ally, your support, and instill

25 years worth of sales and marketing expertise into

We pride ourselves on being able to create
and maintain strong relationships with our
clients, giving them the peace of mind that
advice they can trust is just a phone call away.

delivering you the results we want to achieve
because I care. “

Beth Leach,
Principal and Sales Agent

▶ Business accounting & advice
▶ Tax planning & preparation
▶ Bookkeeping

▶ Self managed super

▶ Investors & property developers
▶ Wealth & estate planning

I would give her 1000 stars if I could.
It is impossible to put into words the
gratitude I have for Beth and her amazing
team. Beth helped us renovate and
sell our property under very difficult
circumstances (we were interstate during
the COVID times and we could not travel
to Queensland).
We sold our property for a price way above
our highest expectations. It was an absolute
pleasure doing business with Beth. I cannot
recommend her highly enough.

Beth has a fresh and positive
approach to selling property. She has
certainty, attention to detail, and is a
brilliant communicator.
I could trust Beth’s opinion and always
felt supported in the sales process.
I believe both buyer and seller are
extremely happy with our result.
– Vendor New Farm –

We could not be more thrilled with
the result Beth achieved for us.
We were kept in the loop at every
stage, the marketing was targeted
and most importantly Beth used her
extensive knowledge and experience of
the market to sell our property in a
very short time period.

Phone (07) 3268 2596
SILK ASCOT Suite 4 (Level 1)
118 Racecourse Road ASCOT QLD 4007

ascotaccounting.com.au

knowledge, quality & service.
AUMR Property Group pride ourselves on being active
in our community and working with local businesses.
Ascot Accounting are an institution in the Ascot area
being around for over 35 years!
We have no hesitation in recommending their services to
our clients who are looking for a proactive financial and
accounting service.
AUMR Property Group go above and beyond for our clients
and will ensure our clients have the best possible advice on
their property portfolios and their investment strategies.

MEET YOUR LOCAL AREA
INVESTMENT SPECIALIST

Thank you!!
We have already recommended you to
many of our friends and neighbours.
– Vendor New Farm –

– Vendor New Farm –

DRUE BURBERY

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

0437 938 229

DRUEBURBERY@AUMRONLINE.COM
WWW.AUMR.COM.AU

Beth Leach, Principal and Sales Agent

M 0414 770 956 | E beth@bestlifeagency.com.au | W bestlifeagency.com.au
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Whatever your postcode,
I will sell your property

Let’s set the
record straight.
You don’t need to spend a fortune selling your home,
but you will be most fortunate using the right agent.

Choose the agent who proudly delivers
exceptional customer service

There is a reason why our clients say we’re better.

New Farm | Teneriffe | Newstead
Fortitude Valley | Bowen Hills | Spring Hill
www.henryhodge.com.au

Annette Richards
0433 100 433
annette_richards@raywhite.com
rwnf.com.au
Annette Richards Half Page.indd 1

8/04/2021 9:09:55 AM

If you’re thinking
of selling in 20 year's
time, you will be able
to call me!

BUT

Buying?
Selling?
Renting?
Changing property manager?

Call us in 2021
Henry Hodge Kosta Porfyriou
0455 500 035 0404 430 327
Office 1800 966 014

STEPHEN HAWKE
0424 818 167
stephenhawke@atrealty.com.au
www.atrealty.com.au

if you’re interested
in selling now,
call my Dad,
Stephen.
1800 966 014
30
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henryhodgerealestate

YOUR FRONT ROW SEAT TO THE VERY BEST OF BRISBANE
Thornton’s full floor, north-facing residences, are perched on an
exclusive riverfront promontory on the Kangaroo Point peninsula,
enjoying unrivalled panoramic views of the Botanic Gardens,
City skyline and the iconic Story Bridge.
Construction commencing June 2021.
AGENT
Simon Caulfield 0437 935 912

THORNTONKP.COM.AU

